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“Genes is”  comes  f rom a  s i ng le  He bre w word  that  me an s  s im p ly,  “ In  th e  Beg in n in g .”  

What  a  fit t ing  t i t le  for  the  firs t  book  of  the  B i b le !   T h is  vo lu m e d oesn’ t  ju st  m a rk  

the  beg inn ing  of  God ’s  wr i t te n  word  to  h i s  pe ople ,  bu t  i t  te l l s  th e  s tory  of  th e  

beg inn ing  of  the  wor ld ,  the  be g i nn i ng  of  the  pe ople  of  G od ,  th e  b eg in n in g  of  s in ,  

and the  beg inn ing  of  G od ’s  p lan  to  u l t i mate ly  s ave  the  w or ld  th rou gh  Jesu s .

We produced th is  s tudy  g u i de  pr i mar i ly  as  a  re s ource  for  ou r  L i fe  Grou p s ,  to  b e  

used  a longs ide  our  we e ke nd s e rv i ce s  me s s ag e s  (which  ca n  b e  d ow n loa d ed  for  

f ree  at  R ivChurch .com ) .   Our  hope  i s  that  L i fe  Group lea d ers  w i l l  b e  a b le  to  u se  

these  mater ia ls  to  mo re  e f fe ct i ve ly  le ad  d i s cus s i ons  a n d  th a t  m em b ers  w i l l  b e  

ab le  to  come to  those  d i s cus s i ons  more  pre pare d .   Wh i le  th is  m a ter ia l  ca n  b e  

used  for  ind iv idua l  s tu dy,  we  be l i e ve  i t  w i l l  be  mos t  h e lp fu l  w h en  d iscu ssed  w i th  

other  people .

Some may  th ink  th is  mate r i a l  i s  ove r  the i r  he ads  and  oth ers  m ay  b e l ieve  i t  i sn’ t  

deep  enough ,  and  that ’s  OK .   Your  g roup can  cove r  a s  m u ch  or  a s  l i t t le  of  th e  

content  as  i s  he lpfu l  and  the re’s  lo ts  of  e xtra  mate r ia l  in c lu d ed  for  th ose  w h o 

want  more  s tudy.   U l t imate ly,  our  praye r  i s  that  th i s  s tu d y  gu id e  w i l l  h e lp  you  

deve lop  a  f ramework  for  how to  work  throug h a  passa ge  of  Scr ip tu re  a n d  a sk  th e  

a l l  important  quest ion s :

What  d id  th is  passage  me an to  the  or i g i na l  aud i e nce?

What  does  th is  passage  me an ( i n  a  un i ve rs a l  s e ns e ) ?

How does  th is  passage  app ly  to  my l i fe  r i g ht  now?

I t ’s  amaz ing  to  me how many  pe ople  are  i nvo lve d  i n  th e  p rod u ct ion  of  a  sm a l l  

book  l ike  th is  one .   PA STOR JAM ES GRAN GER le d  the  ch a rge  on  th is  p ro ject ,  a lon g  

with  PASTOR PAUL DE N H ERD ER ,  JU ST IN  D ET M ERS,  BR A D K IDDER ,  ME LISSA  

KRANZO ,  and  BEN LUET H Y prov i d i ng  both  wr i t i ng  and  ed i t in g  a lon g  th e  w ay.   

INTRODUCTION
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PASTOR NOEL HEIKKINEN
riverview church

RYAN FREITAS  and  JOSH  M ICH EL S worke d  la te  i nto  t h e  n igh t  on  th e  d es ign  w ork  

to  meet  seeming ly  impos s i b le  product i on  de ad l i ne s .

A  spec ia l  thanks  goes  out  to  PASTOR M ARK  D RISCOLL f rom  Ma rs  H i l l  Ch u rch  in  

Seat t le  who grac ious ly  a l lowe d us  to  re pr i nt  h i s  “ANSWE R S TO  CO MMO N Q UE S-

TIONS ABOUT GENESIS ”  and  “ H OW TO READ  GEN ESIS”  f rom  h is  p rev iou s  w ork ,  

GENESIS :  MEDITATION S ON  M OSES ’  M OSAIC .

I  s incere ly  hope  that  th i s  vo lume  e nhance s  your  s tud y  of  th e  fi rst  h a l f  o f  th e  

book  of  Genes is  and  he lps  you  g row i n  your  unde rs ta n d in g  of  G od ’s  m a gn ifi cen t  

power  and  grace .  More  than  anyth i ng ,  I  pray  that  you  w i l l  m ore  d eep ly  gra sp  th e  

grav i ty  of  s in  and  the  i mme ns e ne s s  of  God ’s  p lan  of  sa lva t ion .  Every  p a ge  of  

Genes is  ( just  l ike  any  othe r  e ve ry  othe r  pag e  of  s cr ip tu re)  p o in ts  l ike  a  g ia n t  

flash ing  arrow to  the  p e rs on  and  work  of  Je s us .

May  our  l i ves  do  the  same .
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4COMMON QUES TIONS

Sty l i s t i ca l ly,  Ge ne s i s  i s  one  of  the  fi n est  p ieces  of  l i tera tu re  

th at  has  e ve r  be e n wr i t te n  as  e v id en ced  by  th e  fa ct  th a t  i t s  

s tor i e s ,  i mag e s ,  and  me taphors  rem a in  p eren n ia l ly  p op u la r  

some  thre e  and  a  ha l f  thous and  yea rs  a f ter  th ey  w ere  

pe nne d .  Pract i ca l ly,  Ge ne s i s  i s  o n e  of  th e  m ost  p a in fu l ly  

h one s t  accounts  e ve r  wr i t te n  ab ou t  th e  l i fe  of  a  s in g le  fa m i ly  

o ve r  many  g e ne rat i ons .  H i s tor i c a l ly,  G en es is  p rov id es  for  u s  

th e  account  of  the  or i g i n  of  e veryth in g  f rom  Crea t ion  to  

h umani ty,  s i n ,  s e x ,  f ami ly,  de ath ,  a n d  Resu rrect ion .  Th eo log i-

ca l ly,  Ge ne s i s  re ve a ls  God  as  person a l  th rou gh  H is  in t im a te  

invo lve me nt  i n  the  l i ve s  of  H i s  coven a n t  p eop le  by  lov in g  

th e m,  prote ct i ng  the m,  le ad i ng  th em ,  forg iv in g  th em ,  

prote ct i ng  the m,  and  d i s c i p l i n i n g  th em .

Ge ne s i s ,  the  book  of  be g i nn i ng s ,  i s  th e  fi rst  b ook  of  th e  

Pe ntate uch ,  whi ch  me ans  five - pa rt  b ook  th a t  a lso  in c lu d es  

Exodus ,  Le v i t i cus ,  Numbe rs ,  and  Deu teron omy w h ich  a re  

o f te n  re fe rre d  to  i n  Scr i pture  as  on e  b ook  (e .g .  Secon d  

Chron i c le s  2 5 : 4 ,  3 5 : 12 ;  Ez ra  6 : 18 ;  Neh em ia h  1 3 : 1 ;  Ma rk  1 2 :26) .

Ge ne s i s  accounts  for  about  2 5%  of  th e  con ten t  of  th e  

Pe ntate uch .  T he  re mai n i ng  four  b ooks  of  th e  Pen ta teu ch ,  

Exodus  throug h D e ute ronomy,  focu s  on  th e  l i fe  of  Moses  a n d  

account  for  about  7 5% of  the  con ten t  of  th e  Pen ta teu ch .  Th e  

me n are  an  i nte re s t i ng  j uxtapos i t ion  a s  A b ra h a m  d id  n ot  

have  the  law but  obe ye d  i t  by  f a i th ,  w h i le  Moses  d id  h ave  th e  

law but  was  pun i s he d  for  not  obey in g  i t  in  u n b el ie f.  Ea ch  of  

the  books  i n  the  Pe ntate uch  was  p en n ed  by  Moses  rou gh ly  

14 0 0  ye ars  be fore  the  b i r th  of  Jesu s  Ch r is t .  To  h e lp  you  

be t te r  unde rs tand  the  book  of  Gen es is  I  w i l l  b r iefly  a n sw er  

so me  of  the  mos t  common que st ion s  a b ou t  th e  b ook .  Bu t ,  I  

would  s t re s s  that  re ad i ng  commen ts  a b ou t  G en es is ,  m in e  

inc lude d ,  are  a t  be s t  a  s upple men t  to  s im p ly  rea d in g  G en es is  

re pe ate d ly  and  praye rf u l ly  for  on ese l f.

FROM
MARK DRISCOLL
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WHAT IS  GENESIS?

The name of  the  B ib le ’s  firs t  book ,  Ge ne s i s ,  i s  take n  f rom  i ts  fi rst  w ord s ,  “. . . In  th e  

beg inn ing . . .”  

Genes is  i s  a  book  about  God .  And ,  whi le  th i s  s i mple  p rem ise  m igh t  seem  se l f-ev i-

dent ,  i t  remains  a  fundame nta l  t ruth  that  i s  o f te n  over looked  by  i t s  cr i t i cs .  In  

Genes is  God  i s  revea le d  as  our  Cre ator  who j udg e s  hu m a n  s in  b u t  su sta in s  p eop le  

and  Creat ion  by  H is  grace .  Ge ne s i s  i s  a l s o  c le ar  that  G od  i s  n ot  resp on s ib le  for  

human s in  because  He  i s  pe rfe ct ,  ho ly,  g ood  and  a l l  th a t  He  or ig in a l ly  crea ted  

was  made “good”  inc lu d i ng  the  man and  woman whom  He d ec la red  to  h ave  b een  

made “very  good”.  Two  pr i mary  name s  for  God  appe a r  th rou gh ou t  G en es is ,  w h ich  

has  lead  some B ib le  cr i t i cs  to  conc lude  that  mul t i p le  a u th ors  p en n ed  th e  b ook .  

Th is  i s  inaccurate .  Rathe r,  whe n Ge ne s i s  us e s  the  nam e E loh im  i t  o f ten  refers  to  

God  in  genera l  re la t ions h i p  wi th  a l l  nat i ons ,  i nc lud i ng  u n b el ievers .  A n d ,  w h en  

Genes is  uses  the  name  Yahwe h i t  o f te n  re fe rs  to  God  in  H is  sp ec ia l  coven a n t  

re la t ionsh ip  wi th  H is  p e ople .

Genes is  i s  compr ised  of  var i ous  type s  of  l i te rature ,  in c lu d in g  n a rra t ive ,  p oetry,  

l aw,  and  genea logy.  An d ,  the  e ve nts  i n  Ge ne s i s  s pan  su ch  a  len gthy  t im e p er iod  

( roughly  2000 years)  that  i t  may  cove r  more  h i s tory  th a n  th e  en t i rety  of  th e  rest  

of  the  B ib le .  Last ly,  Gene s i s  i s  a  s e le ct i ve  the o log i ca l  te l l in g  of  h is tory  in ten d ed  

to  not  g ive  us  an  exhaus t i ve  h i s tory  as  much as  a  theo log ica l  lesson  th rou gh  

h is tor ica l  people  and  e ve nts  re corde d  as  i n te rpre te d  fa cts .

Genes is  i s  br i l l i ant ly  arrang e d accord i ng  to  mul t i p le  com p os i t ion a l  form s .  I  w i l l  

share  a  few of  them wi th  you  to  as s i s t  you  i n  g e t t i ng  a n  u n d ersta n d in g  of  th e  

layout  of  th is  great  book .

F i rs t ,  Genes is  1 -1 1  reco rds  God  ca l l i ng  Cre at i on  i nto  ex is ten ce ,  a n d  G en es is  1 2-50 

records  God  ca l l ing  people  i nto  cove nant  re la t i ons h ip .

Second ,  both  the  majo r  and  mi nor  s e ct i ons  of  Ge ne s is  a re  in t rod u ced  by  th e  

HOW IS  GENESIS  ARRANGED?
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God is the CreatorGENESIS 1 - 2

God is the just judge of sinners and savior of His peopleGENESIS 3:1 - 6:4

God punishes sin and rewards repentanceGENESIS 6:5 - 11:9

God calls people into covenant and promises to bless themGENESIS 11:10 - 25:18

God provides for His people to fulfill His promisesGENESIS 25:19 - 28:9

God elects and protectsGENESIS 28:10 - 36:43

God is the Sovereign who accomplishes His purpose despite human sinGENESIS 37 - 50

refra in  “Th is  i s  the  account  of. . .”  T he  maj or  s e ct i ons  b eg in n in g  w i th  th is  refra in  

are  found in  2 :4 ,  6 ;9 ,  1 1 : 2 7,  2 5 : 19 ,  3 7 : 2 .  And ,  the  mi no r  sect ion s  w i th in  th e  la rger  

sect ions  that  beg in  wi th  th i s  re f ra i n  are  found i n  5 : 1 ,  1 0 : 1 ,  1 1 : 1 0 ,  25 : 1 2 ,  36 : 1 .  Th i rd ,  

Genes is  i s  arranged accord i ng  to  the  re ve lat i on  of  God  a s  i s  ou t l in ed  b e low :

Some cr i t i cs  have  pos tu late d  that  Ge ne s i s  i s  not  l i tera l  h is tory  b u t  ra th er  a  myth ,  

l i ke  a  legend or  fa i ry  t a le ,  i n te nde d to  communi cate  id ea ls  b u t  n ot  m ea n t  to  b e  

taken  l i tera l ly  as  fact .  B ut ,  th i s  hypothe s i s  has  a  numb er  of  flaw s  th a t  I  w i l l  

br iefly  ment ion .

F i rs t ,  the  concept  of  myth  or  le g e nd i s  comple te ly  fore ign  to  Heb rew  th ou gh t  a n d  

l i fe .  Second ,  Genes is  i s  cons i s te nt ly  org an i ze d  aroun d  h is tor ica l  p la ces ,  even ts ,  

and  people  ( inc lud ing  many  le ng thy  g e ne a log i e s )  wh ich  i s  com p lete ly  u n l ike  th e  

te l l ing  of  a  myth .  Th i rd ,  whe n the  re s t  of  Scr i pture ,  pa r t icu la r ly  th e  tea ch in gs  of  

Jesus ,  speak  of  people ,  p lace s ,  and  e ve nts  i n  Ge ne s is  th ey  a re  t rea ted  a s  

s t ra ightforward  fact  a nd  not  myth .  T he re fore ,  the  con cep t  of  G en es is  b e in g  a  

myth  i s  an  impos i t ion  on  the  book  by  i t s  cr i t i cs  that  i s  n ot  w a rra n ted  f rom  th e  

book  i t se l f  or  the  rest  of  Scr i pture  whi ch  po i nts  back  to  G en es is  a s  l i tera l  

h is tor ica l  fact .
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Genes is  records  the  beg i nn i ng  of  Cre at i on  and  human  h is tory.  How ever,  G en es is  

does  not  record  what  happe ne d i n  e te rn i ty  pas t  as  Moses  ch ose  n ot  to  te l l  u s  

about  such  th ings  as  the  cre at i on  of  ang e ls ,  f a l l  o f  Sa ta n ,  or  w h a t  th e  etern a l  G od  

was  do ing  before  Crea t i on .  T he re fore ,  i t  would  be  a  m ista ke  to  v iew  G en es is  1  a s  

the  beg inn ing  of  h is to ry  as  i t  i s  i ns te ad  an  e xp lanat ion  th a t  crea t ion  com es  f rom  

God and  was  made hab i tab le  for  human l i fe .

But ,  before  Creat ion  and  manki nd  the re  was  h i s tory  in d ep en d en t  of  crea t ion ;  

before  energy,  t ime ,  space ,  or  what  we  know of  as  the  m a ter ia l  w or ld  w a s  

brought  in to  ex is tence ,  God  e x i s te d .  And ,  the  re s t  of  Scr ip tu re  g ives  u s  som e 

c lues  as  to  that  part  of  h i s tory  i n  e te rn i ty  pas t  whi ch  p reced ed  h u m a n  l i fe .

In  Genes is  1 :26  we read ,  “ T he n God s a i d ,  “ Le t  us  make  m a n  in  ou r  im a ge ,  in  ou r  

l ikeness . . .”  Here  i s  a  refe re nce  to  the  Tr i n i ty  whi ch  i s  th e  on e  a n d  on ly  G od  w h o 

ex is ts  equa l ly  as  the  thre e  pe rs ons  of  Fathe r,  Son ,  an d  Sp i r i t .  A n d ,  i t  i s  th is  

persona l  Tr in i tar ian  Go d  who e x i s te d  i n  e te rn i ty  pas t  b efore  th e  crea t ion  of  th e  

wor ld  or  humani ty  in  a  pe rfe ct  and  harmoni ous  re la t ion sh ip  of  love  a n d  com m u -

nicat ion .  Th is  i s  important  to  note  be caus e  othe r  re l ig ion s  th a t  w ron g ly  d o  n ot  

be l ieve  in  the  Tr in i ty  are  prone  to  be l i e ve  that  God  m a d e m a n kin d  b eca u se  He  

was  lone ly,  insuffic ient ,  and  long i ng  for  re la t i ons h i p .  Bu t ,  th e  B ib le  tea ch es  th a t  

God  i s  not  w i th  any  nee d  and  i s  a  pe rs ona l  God  comp lete  w i th  love  a n d  re la t ion -

sh ip  in  H is  very  nature .

In  the  New Testament  we  do  g e t  s ome  g l i mps e s  i nto  w h a t  p reced ed  Crea t ion  in  

etern i ty  past  through the  words  of  Je s us ,  Pau l ,  and  Peter.

In  John 17 :5  Jesus  says ,  “And now,  Fathe r,  g lor i f y  me in  you r  p resen ce  w i th  th e  

g lory  I  had  wi th  you  be fore  the  wor ld  be g an .”

In  John 17 :24  Jesus  says ,  “ Fathe r,  I  want  thos e  you  h ave  g iven  m e to  b e  w i th  m e 

where  I  am,  and  to  see  my g lory,  the  g lory  you  have  g iven  m e b eca u se  you  loved  

me before  the  creat ion  of  the  wor ld .”

WHAT HAPPENED BEFORE GENESIS?
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WHO WROTE  GENESIS?

Ephes ians  1 :4  says ,  “Fo r  he  chos e  us  i n  h i m be fore  the  cre-  a t ion  of  th e  w or ld  to  

be  ho ly  and  b lameless  i n  h i s  s i g ht . . .”

F i rs t  Peter  1 :20  says ,  “ He  was  chos e n be fore  the  cre a t ion  of  th e  w or ld ,  b u t  w a s  

revea led  in  these  las t  t i me s  for  your  s ake .”

Second T imothy  1 :9b  says ,  “. . . g race  was  g i ve n  us  i n  C h r is t  Jesu s  b efore  th e  

beg inn ing  of  t ime . . .”

T i tus  1 :2  “. . . a  fa i th  and  knowl-  e dg e  re s t i ng  on  the  hop e  of  e tern a l  l i fe ,  w h ich  G od ,  

who does  not  l ie ,  prom i s e d  be fore  the  be g i nn i ng  of  t im e . . .”

Therefore ,  before  the  cre at i on  of  the  wor ld  and  man kin d  in  etern i ty  p a st  G od  th e  

Father,  God  the  Son ,  a nd  God the  Sp i r i t  dwe l t  tog e ther  in  g lory  a n d  love .  A d -  

d i t iona l ly,  God  the  Fathe r  chos e  God  the  Son  to  e xe c u te  th e  p la n  of  sa lva t ion  by  

coming  to  ear th  to  d ie  for  the  s i ns  of  H i s  pe ople  and  rescu e  u s  f rom  Sa ta n ,  s in ,  

and  death .  And ,  th is  p lan  of  s a lvat i on  that  was  e xe cuted  by  th e  Son  w a s  d ev ised  

by  God  the  Father  before  Cre at i on  and  be fore  we  s i n n ed .  In  th is  w e  see  th a t  

though God i s  not  respons i b le  for  human s i n ,  He  a ls o  w a s  n ot  ta ken  by  su rp r ise  

when our  first  parents  s i nne d ,  but  rathe r  fore kne w i t  w ou ld  occu r  a n d  h a d  

a l ready  dev ised  a  p lan  to  re me dy  our  s i n  by  re de e min g  u s  th rou gh  Jesu s .

An  academic  debate  h as  rag e d  ove r  the  authors h i p  o f  G en es is .  A n d ,  to  a n sw er  th e  

quest ion  i t  i s  best  to  le arn  f rom Je s us  be caus e  He  i s  th e  m ost  p reem in en t  a n d  

t rustworthy  teacher  by  v i r tue  of  H i s  de i ty,  s i n le s s  l i fe ,  a n d  p erfect  in stru ct ion .  

Jesus  d id  teach  that  Mos e s  was  one  of  the  authors  of  Scr ip tu re  (Ma rk  7 : 1 0) .  

Add i t iona l ly,  Jesus  tau g ht  that  Mos e s  wrote  the  Law w h ich  in c lu d ed  th e  b ook  of  

Genes is  in  John 7 : 19  w he n He  s a i d ,  “ H as  not  Mos e s  g iven  you  th e  law?”  A n d ,  in  

John 7 :22  Jesus  sa id  t hat  “ Ye s ,  be caus e  Mos e s  g ave  you  c i rcu m cis ion  ( th ou gh  

actua l ly  i t  came f rom the  patr i archs  but  was  re corded  by  Moses) ,  you  c i rcu m cise  

a  ch i ld  on  the  Sabbath .”  Packe d  i nto  th i s  ve rs e  we  d iscover  th a t  c i rcu m cis ion  a s  

was  inst i tuted  in  Gene s i s  17 : 12  by  the  Patr i arch  Abra h a m  w a s  w r i t ten  by  Moses  a s  
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the  next  verse  of  John  7 : 2 3  ca l l s  Ge ne s i s  the  “ L aw o f  Moses”.  Th erefore ,  Moses  i s  

the  author  of  the  first  book  of  the  law,  Ge ne s i s .  L as t ly,  Joh n  1 : 1 7  ech oes  th is  

say ing  “For  the  Law was  g i ve n  throug h Mos e s . . .”

Last ly,  throughout  the  Pe ntate uch  the re  are  undoubted ly  a  few  sect ion s  th a t  

were  not  or ig ina l ly  penne d by  Mos e s  for  two re as ons .  F i rs t ,  th e  Pen ta teu ch  oc-  

cas iona l ly  ment ions  ot he r  books  that  conta i ne d  t rue  in form a t ion  w h ich  m ay  h ave  

been inc luded in  the  ine rrant  books  of  the  B i b le  (e .g .  G en es is  5 : 1 ;  Exod u s  24 :7 ;  

Numbers  2 1 : 14 ;  Joshua  10 : 13) .  Se cond ,  s ome  s e ct i ons  of  th e  Pen ta teu ch  s im p ly  

cou ld  not  have  been p e nne d by  Mos e s ,  s uch  as  the  accou n t  of  h is  ow n  d ea th  a n d  

bur ia l  in  Deuteronomy 3 4  whi ch  was  l i ke ly  adde d by  Josh u a  –  w h o w a s  a lso  a  

Sp i r i t  insp i red  author  of  Scr i pture .

Genes is  i s  such  a  r i ch  l i te rary  mas te rp i e ce  that  s ome h ave  sp ecu la ted  th a t  i t  

cou ld  not  have  been p e nne d by  a  “pr i mi t i ve”  man s uch  a s  Moses ,  or  by  a ny  s in g le  

author.  And ,  whi le  tho s e  wi th  the  arrog ance  to  be l i eve  th a t  a  m a n  w h o l i ved  

thousands  of  years  ago  cou ld  not  pos s i b ly  have  the  k in d  of  in s igh t  th a t  w e  see  

surrounding  us  as  wel l  e ducate d  pe ople  re mai n  foo ls  w i th ou t  w isd om  is  la u gh -

able ,  there  are  at  least  two re as ons  to  be l i e ve  that  th e  on e  m a n ,  Moses ,  cou ld  

and  d id  in  fact  wr i te  G e ne s i s .  F i rs t ,  Acts  7 : 2 2  s ays  “ Moses  w a s  ed u ca ted  in  a l l  th e  

wisdom of  the  Egypt ians  and  was  powe rf u l  i n  s pe e ch  a n d  a ct ion .”  Th erefore ,  

Moses  was  not  on ly  wel l  e ducate d  but  a ls o  a  br i l l i ant  a n d  cou ra geou s  m a n  –   th e  

k ind  of  man capable  o f  wr i t i ng  Ge ne s i s .

Second ,  Second Peter  1 : 2 0 - 2 1  s ays ,  “Above  a l l ,  you  mu st  u n d ersta n d  th a t  n o  

prophecy  of  Scr ipture  came  about  by  the  prophe t ’s  o w n  in terp reta t ion .  For  

prophecy  never  had  i t s  or i g i n  i n  the  wi l l  o f  man ,  but  m en  sp oke  f rom  G od  a s  th ey  

were  carr ied  a long  by  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t .”  And ,  i n  D e uteron omy 34 :9  w e a lso  rea d  

that  Moses  was  fi l led  wi th  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  wh i ch  was  p a ssed  f rom  Moses  to  

Joshua .  Therefore ,  s in ce  Mos e s  the  prophe t  was  fi l led  w i th  th e  Sp i r i t  o f  G od  h e  

was  ab le  to  know th ing s  (e .g .  the  cre at i on  of  the  e ar th )  th a t  ca n  on ly  b e  d iscov-

ered  by  d iv ine  reve lat i on ,  and  ab le  to  re cord  the m f a i th fu l ly  by  G od ’s  p ow er.

HOW WAS MOSES ABLE TO  WRI TE  SUCH A MASTERPIECE?
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Genes is  was  or ig ina l ly  wr i t te n  s ome  140 0  ye ars  be fore  th e  b i r th  of  Jesu s  for  th e  

people  of  God  who had  be e n e ns lave d  for  four  hundred  yea rs  in  Egyp t ,  p a ssed  

through the  Red  Sea ,  re ce i ve d  the  Te n  Commandme nts  a t  th e  S in a i  Coven a n t ,  a n d  

spent  for ty  years  wan de r i ng  i n  the  wi lde rne s s  as  conseq u en ce  for  th e i r  s in .  Th is  

nat ion  of  perhaps  a  fe w mi l l i on  pe ople  i nc lude d worsh ip p ers  of  G od  w h o w ere  

both  Jewish  and  people  f rom othe r  nat i ons  that  a ls o  d es i red  to  w orsh ip  th e i r

God  (Exodus  12 :38) .

Genes is ,  however,  was  a ls o  i nte nde d to  be  re ad  by  oth er  gen era t ion s  of  p eop le  a s  

i t se l f  in fers .  For  exam ple ,  throug hout  the  book  of  Gen es is  Moses  ta kes  th e  t im e 

to  exp la in  to  future  reade rs  s uch  as  us  port i ons  of  th e  s tory  th a t  w e  m ay  n ot  

fu l ly  understand  becaus e  we  do  not  s hare  s ome  of  th e  exp er ien ces  of  h is  or ig in a l  

aud ience  (e .g .  Genes is  13 : 10 ,  3 5 : 19) .

WHO ORIGINALLY RECIEVED GENESIS?

There  are  numerous  the mat i c  thre ads  that  we ave  Gen es is  togeth er.  How ever,  th e  

major  themes  of  b less i ng ,  cove nant ,  l and ,  and  s e e d  are  m ost  p rom in en t .  A n d ,  th e  

minor  themes  of  good  and  e v i l ,  ch i ldre n ,  wa lk i ng  wi t h  G od ,  a n d  w orsh ip  a re  less  

prominent  though s t i l l  ve ry  i mportant .

BLESSING

Firs t ,  the  word  “b less”  and  i t s  de r i vat i ve s  appe ar  over  e igh ty  t im es  th rou gh ou t  

the  book  of  Genes is  whi ch  i s  more  of te n  than  any  oth er  b ook  of  th e  B ib le .  

Therefore ,  i t  seems bes t  to  cons i de r  God ’s  b le s s i ng  as  th e  p r im a ry  th em e of  th e  

book  of  Genes is .  In  Ge ne s i s  God ’s  b le s s i ng  i nc lude s  su ch  th in gs  a s  H is  p resen ce ,  

ch i ldren ,  possess ions ,  long  l i fe ,  f r i e nds ,  and  the  ab i l i ty  to  p ersevere  a n d  p reva i l .  

Throughout  Genes is  th e  oppos i te  of  the  b le s s i ng  i s  th e  cu rse  w h ich  com es  in  

response  to  s in  and  in c lude s  s e parat i on  f rom b le s s i ng  a n d  th e  B lessor,  a n d  

judgments  such  as  fami ne ,  oppre s s i on ,  and  e x i le .  Go d  to ld  A b ra h a m  th a t  h e  a n d  

h is  descendants  would  be  b le s s e d  by  God  s o  that  they  cou ld  b less  th e  oth er  

nat ions  of  the  earth  (G e ne s i s  12 : 2- 3) .  And ,  God ’s  pe o p le  w ere  th en  su p p osed

WHAT ARE THE  MAJOR THEMES IN GENESIS?



Laban was  b les s e d  by  Jacob’s  pre s e nce  ( 3 0 : 27)

Pot iphar  was  b le s s e d  by  Jos e ph’s  pre s e nce  ( 39 :26)

The  pr i son  warde n was  b le s s e d  by  Jos e ph ( 3 9 :20-23)

Egypt  was  b less e d  by  Jos e ph dur i ng  the  7  ye a r  fa m in e  (47 : 1 3-26)

Other  nat ions  we re  b le s s e d  by  Jos e ph (4 1 : 56-57)

Jacob  b lessed  P haraoh (47 : 7-10)

Jacob  b lessed  Jos e ph’s  two s ons  M anas s e h  and  Ep h ra im  (48-49)
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to  mediate  God ’s  b less i ng  to  othe rs ,  a  f act  whi ch  i s  most  c lea r ly  seen  in  Josep h  

who i s  the  great  b less i ng  to  many  nat i ons  i n  the  c los in g  ch a p ters  of  G en es is .

Examples  of  God ’s  peo ple  b le s s i ng  othe rs  i n  Ge ne s i s  in c lu d e  th e  fo l low in g :

The  New Testament  p icks  up  th i s  the me  of  b le s s i ng  a n d  con n ects  i t  to  Jesu s  

Chr is t  who i s  u l t imate ly  the  b le s s i ng  promi s e d  to  a l l  n a t ion s  of  th e  ea rth .  Th is

i s  what  Luke  records  i n  Acts  3 : 2 5- 4 : 2  whi ch  s ays ,  “An d  you  a re  h e i rs  of  th e  

prophets  and  of  the  co ve nant  God  made  wi th  your  f a th ers .  He  sa id  to  A b ra h a m ,  

‘Through your  of fspr in g  a l l  pe ople s  on  e arth  wi l l  be  b lessed .’  Wh en  G od  ra ised  u p  

h is  servant ,  he  sent  h im firs t  to  you  to  b le s s  you  by  t u rn in g  ea ch  of  you  f rom  

your  wicked  ways .”  The  pr i e s ts  and  the  capta i n  of  th e  tem p le  gu a rd  a n d  th e  

Sadducees  came up  to  Pe te r  and  John whi le  the y  were  sp ea k in g  to  th e  p eop le .  

They  were  great ly  d is turbe d  be caus e  the  apos t le s  were  tea ch in g  th e  p eop le  a n d  

proc la iming  in  Jesus  t he  re s urre ct i on  of  the  de ad .”  An d ,  th is  i s  w h a t  Pa u l  tea ch es

in  Ga lat ians  3 : 14  say ing ,  “ He  re de e me d us  i n  orde r  tha t  th e  b less in g  g iven  to  

Abraham might  come to  the  Ge nt i le s  throug h Chr i s t  Jesu s ,  so  th a t  by  fa i th  w e 

might  rece ive  the  prom i s e  of  the  Sp i r i t .”

COVENANT 1

Second ,  the  theme cove nant  i s  ce ntra l  to  Ge ne s i s .  Coven a n t  i s  th e  w ord  G od  u ses  

to  exp la in  H is  re la t ions h i p  and  promi s e s  to  s uch  me n  a s  A d a m  (Hosea  6 :7 ;  

Romans  5 : 12-2 1 ;  I  Cor inth i ans  15 : 2 1- 2 2 ) ,  Noah  (Ge ne s is  6 : 1 8 ,  9 :9-1 7) ,  A b ra h a m  

(Genes is  12 :2-3 ,  17 :2-2 1 ,  Exodus  2 : 24) ,  Mos e s  ( Exodus  34 : 1 0 ,  34 :27-28;  Lev i t i cu s  

24 :45) ,  and  Dav id  ( I I  C hron i c le s  7 : 18 ,  2 1 : 7 ) .

1 Please read a note from Pastor Noel Heikkinen on p. 24 when reading this section [pages 11-15]
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The B ib le  a lso  speaks  of  cove nant  re la t i ons h i ps  not  ju st  b etw een  p eop le  a n d  G od ,  

but  a lso  people  and  pe ople  (e .g .  I  Samue l  18 : 3 ;  I I  K i n gs  1 1 :4 ;  I I  Ch ron ic les  23 : 1 -3 ;  

Nehemiah  1 :5 ;  Psa lm 55 : 2 0 ;  Je re mi ah  3 4 : 8-  15) .  Pe rha p s  th e  m ost  sa cred  h u m a n  

covenant  i s  the  covenant  of  marr i ag e  (e .g .  Prove rbs  2 : 1 6 ,  Ma la ch i  2 : 1 4b) .

The  Hebrew word  for  cove nant  i s  “ be r i t .” 1 A  cove nant  i s  a  p a rt icu la r  re la t ion sh ip  

that  b inds  people  toge the r  as  one  (God  and  pe ople ,  or  p eop le  a n d  p eop le)  by  

promised  terms .  B ib l i c a l  cove nants  are  of te n  s e a le d  w i th  cerem on ies  th a t  in c lu d e  

the  shedd ing  of  b lood  to  s how the  s o le mni ty  of  the  coven a n t  a n d  to  foresh a d ow  

Jesus  shedd ing  H is  b lood  to  s e cure  our  Ne w Cove nan t  sa lva t ion .  Th rou gh ou t  th e  

covenants  between Go d and  the  e le ct  the  re curr i ng  th em e i s  th a t  He  w i l l  b e  th e i r  

God  and  they  wi l l  be  H i s  pe ople  be caus e  He  wi l l  s e nd  Jesu s  to  forg ive  th e i r  s in s  

which  i s  the  essence  o f  the  Ne w Cove nant  ( Je re mi ah  3 1 :3 1 -34 ;  Ma tth ew  26:28 ;  

Luke  22 :20;  Romans  1 1 : 2 7 ;  I  Cor i nth i ans  1 1 : 2 5 ;  I I  Cor i nth ia n s  3 :6 ;  Heb rew s  7 :22 ;  

8 :8-13 ;  9 : 15 ;  12 :24) .

In  each  covenant  there  i s  a  “ he ad”  who i s  re s pons i b le  for  th e  overs igh t  a n d  

execut ion  of  that  cove nant .  In  the  Ne w Cove nant  th is  h ea d  i s  Jesu s  Ch r is t  (Co los-  

s ians  1 : 18 ,  2 : 10 ,  2 : 19 ;  Ephe s i ans  1 : 10 ,  1 : 2 2 ,  4 : 15 ,  5 : 2 3) .  A n d ,  in  ea ch  coven a n t  th ere  

are  terms that  inc lude  cons e que nce s  for  s i n  whi ch  i s  th e  v io la t ion  of  th e  cove-

nant  (e .g .  Deuteronomy 2 9: 1- 2 9;  Jos hua  7 : 1 1 - 2 6 ,  2 3 : 1 6 ;  F i rs t  K in gs  8 :23 ;  F i rs t  

K ings  1 1 : 1 1 ;  Second K ing s  17 : 3 5- 3 8 ,  6 : 14 ;  Ps a lms  2 5 : 10 ;  Jerem ia h  1 1 :2-1 0 ;  Heb rew s  

10 :29) .

Therefore ,  God ’s  covenant  wi th  H i s  pe ople  i s  one  of  th e  d om in a n t  th em es  th a t  

emerges  in  Genes is  an d  cont i nue s  throug hout  the  rest  of  Scr ip tu re .  A n d ,  w h i le  

modern  Chr is t ian i ty  spe aks  of  a  pe rs ona l  re la t i ons h ip  w i th  Jesu s ,  w h ich  i s  

necessary,  Genes is  a l so  h i g h l i g hts  the  cove nant  re la t ion sh ip  w e h ave  w i th  G od  a s  

part  of  H is  redeemed pe ople  and  not  me re ly  an  i nd i v id u a l  w h o l i ves  a n d  w orsh ip  

in  i so la t ion  f rom the  re s t  of  God ’s  pe ople .  L as t ly,  i t  i s  th rou gh  H is  coven a n t  th a t  

God  seeks  to  restore  h umani ty  and  Cre at i on  back  to  i t s  or ig in a l  s ta te  a n d  H is  

or ig ina l  in tent ions  throug h the  re de mpt i on  of  both  m a n k in d  a n d  th e  rest  of  

Creat ion .



1 Strong’s 127 (also spelled in english as “adamah”)
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LAND

Third ,  an  add i t iona l  th e me  that  appe ars  throug hout  G en es is  i s  la n d  w h ich  i s  

spoken of  by  var ious  w ords  on  s ome  40 0  occas i ons  t h rou gh ou t  G en es is .  Cu r iou s-

l y ,  in  an  interest ing  p lay  on  words  the  firs t  man i s  Ada m ,  a n d  th e  grou n d  i s  ca l led  

“adama” 1 as  there  i s  a  c los e  re la t i ons h i p  be twe e n the  grou n d  a n d  th e  m a n  w h o 

was  made f rom the  dus t  of  the  g round .  Add i t i ona l ly,  th e  m a n  w a s  m a d e to  w ork  

the  land ,  but  the  grou nd was  curs e d  on  account  of  th e  m a n’s  s in ,  a n d  th e  m a n  

was  ex pe l led  f rom the  land  of  the  Garde n of  Ede n .  Ad a m’s  son ,  Ca in ,  w orks  th e  

land  (Genes is  4 :2) ,  and  the  land  cr i e s  out  to  ave ng e  A b e l ’s  b lood  a f ter  h is  m u rd er  

(Genes is  4 : 10-12) .  Noah  i s  the n  born  as  a  comfort  f rom  th e  to i l  o f  th e  la n d  

(Genes is  5 :28-29)  and  a  man of  the  s o i l  (9 : 2 0)  who bu i ld s  a n  a rk  to  save  h im sel f  

and  h is  fami ly  f rom the  fl ood i ng  of  the  land .

In  Genes is  there  i s  a l s o  the  Promi s e d  L and whi ch  Go d  p rom ised  to  th e  

of fspr ing/seed  of  Abraham ( 12 : 7,  13 : 15 ,  13 : 17,  15 : 7,  15 : 1 8 ,  1 7 :8 ,  24 :7,  26 :3 ,  28 : 1 3 ,  

28 : 15 ,  35 : 12 ,  48 :4 ,  50 :24) .  And ,  s urroundi ng  the  que st ion  of  w h o h a s  th e  r igh t  to  

possess  th is  p iece  of  land  has  be e n an  i nte ns e  the o log ica l ,  p o l i t i ca l ,  a n d  m i l i ta ry  

conflict  that  rages  in  t he  M i dd le  Eas t  to  th i s  day.  On  on e  s id e  of  th e  con flict  a re  

rac ia l  and  cu l tura l  Jew s  who rang e  f rom s p i r i tua l ly  Jew ish  to  a th e is ts  w h o c la im  

that  the  land  i s  the i rs  be caus e  the y  are  the  “s e e d  of  A b ra h a m”  th rou gh  A b ra -

ham’s  wi fe  Sarah .  And  s i nce  the  land  was  promi s e d  to  A b ra h a m  a n d  h is  “seed ”  (or  

of fspr ing  as  some B ib le  t rans lat i ons  s ay)  the y  be l i e ve  th a t  i t  r igh t fu l ly  b e lon gs

to  them.  On  the  other  s i de  of  the  confl i ct  are  rac i a l  a n d  cu l tu ra l  A ra b s  w h o a re  

genera l ly  Mos lem.  The y  l i ke wi s e  s ay  that  the y  too  are  A b ra h a m’s  “seed ”  th rou gh

his  Egypt ian  maidservant  H ag ar.  Caug ht  i n  the  mi dd le  a re  a  m in or i ty  of  ra c ia l l y  

Jewish  and  rac ia l ly  Ar ab  Chr i s t i ans .

At  i ssue  i s  Genes is  12 :7  whi ch  s ays ,  “ T he  LORD  appe a red  to  A b ra m  a n d  sa id ,  “To  

your  of fspr ing  [seed]  I  w i l l  g i ve  th i s  land .”  So  he  bu i l t  a n  a l ta r  th ere  to  th e  LO R D,  

who had  appeared  to  h i m.”  T he  que s t i on  f rom th i s  text  i s  s im p ly,  w h o i s  th e  

seed/offspr ing  that  the  Promi s e d  L and was  p le dg e d to  by  G od ?  I s  i t  th e  Jew s?  I s  

i t  the  Arabs?  I s  i t  the  Chr i s t i ans  who are  de s ce ndants  of  A b ra h a m  by  n ew  b i r th  

and  not  mere ly  by  b i r th?
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And,  ra ther  than  runn i ng  he ad long  i nto  muddi e d  curren t  p o l i t i ca l  d eb a tes  a b ou t  

the  Midd le  East ,  we  wi l l  be  we l l  s e rve d  to  ke e p  re ad in g  th e  B ib le  to  see  w h o th is  

seed  of  Abraham in  fact  i s .  F i rs t ,  the  s e e d  was  firs t  m en t ion ed  in  G en es is  3 : 1 5  a s  

Jesus  who would  defe at  Satan .  Se cond ,  the  s e e d  i n  Gen es is  1 2 :7  i s  s in gu la r  a n d  

not  p lura l  meaning  th at  i t  re fe rs  to  the  i nd i v i dua l  person  Jesu s  ju st  a s  i t  d id  in  

Genes is  3 : 15  –  not  the  co l le ct i ve  p lura l  “s e e ds”  whi ch  w ou ld  refer  to  th e  n a t ion  of  

I s rae l  as  i t  does  in  Gen e s i s  13 : 13 -17  us i ng  the  word  “o f fsp r in g”  in  th e  N IV  t ra n s la -

t ion ,  and  15 : 13-18  us in g  the  word  “de s ce ndants”  i n  the  N IV  t ra n s la t ion  in stea d .

Therefore ,  the  current  de bate  and  war  ove r  the  land  in  th e  Mid d le  Ea st  i s  b e in g  

fought  by  Jews and  Arabs  who ,  for  the  mos t  part ,  do  n ot  love  Jesu s  (w h o i s  th e  

seed/offspr ing  of  Abraham promi s e d  i n  Ge ne s i s )  and  h ave  w ron gly  in terp reted  

the  B ib le  to  be l ieve  th at  the y  are  God ’s  cove nant  pe o p le  w h o h ave  a  r igh t  to  th e  

Promised  Land .  In  fact ,  the  Promi s e d  Land be long s  to  Jesu s  a lon e  b eca u se  He  i s  

the  seed/offspr ing  of  Abraham to  whom i t  was  promised .

And ,  w hi le  th is  in terpre tat i on  may  s e e m s canda lous  a n d  sh ock in g ,  i t  b ecom es  

c lear  i f  we  set  our  po l i t i cs  as i de  and  cont i nue  to  re ad  Pa u l ’s  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  in sp i red  

interpretat ion  of  who th i s  of f s pr i ng /s e e d  of  Abraham is .  In  G a la t ia n s  3 : 1 5-  1 6  i t  

says ,  “Brothers ,  le t  me  take  an  e xample  f rom e ve ryd ay  l i fe .  Ju st  a s  n o  on e  ca n  

set  as ide  or  add  to  a  human cove nant  that  has  be e n d u ly  esta b l i sh ed ,  so  i t  i s  in  

th is  case .  The  promises  we re  s poke n to  Abraham and  to  h is  seed .  Th e  Scr ip tu re  

does  not  say  “and  to  s e e ds ,”  me ani ng  many  pe ople ,  b u t  “a n d  to  you r  seed ,”  

meaning  one  person ,  w ho i s  Chr i s t .”

Therefore ,  the  seed/of f s pr i ng  of  Abraham to  whom th e  Prom ised  La n d  w a s  

p ledged i s  s imply  Jesu s  –  not  any  nat i on  of  pe ople  w h o d o  n ot  w orsh ip  H im  a s  

God  but  would  l ike  to  us e  H i s  land  to  d i s honor  H i m.

Last ly,  God  i s  c lear  that  a l l  l and ,  i nc lud i ng  the  Promised  La n d ,  i s  u l t im a te ly  H is  

and  to  be  g iven  by  H im a lone  to  whome ve r  He  p le as es .  In  Exod u s  1 9 :5-6  G od  sa id ,  

“Now i f  you  obey  me fu l ly  and  ke e p  my cove nant ,  then  ou t  of  a l l  n a t ion s  you  w i l l  

be  my t reasured  posse s s i on .  A l thoug h the  whole  e ar th  i s  m in e ,  you  w i l l  b e  for  m e 

a  k ingdom of  pr iests  a nd  a  ho ly  nat i on .’  T he s e  are  the  w ord s  you  a re  to  sp ea k
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to  the  I s rae l i tes .”  And ,  i n  Je re mi ah  2 7 : 5  God  s a i d ,  “ Wi th  my grea t  p ow er  a n d  

outstretched  arm I  ma de  the  e arth  and  i t s  pe ople  an d  th e  a n im a ls  th a t  a re  on  i t ,  

and  I  g ive  i t  to  anyone  I  p le as e .”

In  summary,  the  Promi s e d  L and i n  the  M i dd le  Eas t  be lon gs  to  Jesu s  a n d  in  th e  

end  He  wi l l  share  i t  w i th  H i s  cove nant  pe ople  who t r u st  H im  by  fa i th  a n d  love  

H im by  grace  (Psa lm 3 7 : 9 ;  M atthe w 5 : 5) .  Anyone  who i s  n ot  in  coven a n t  re la t ion -

sh ip  wi th  Jesus  as  the  cove nant  he ad  wi l l  not  i n  the  en d  d w el l  in  th e  Prom ised  

Land ,  even  i f  Abraham  i s  the i r  f a the r,  be caus e  the y  in stea d  w i l l  d w el l  in  th e  fi ery  

torments  of  He l l .

SEED

Fourth ,  the  word  “seed ”  i s  a l s o  a  pr i mary  the me  that  a p p ea rs  n ea r ly  60  t im es  in  

Genes is  and  on ly  about  17 0  t i me s  i n  the  othe r  3 8  Old  Testa m en t  b ooks  com b in ed .  

The  word  can  be  interpre te d  a  numbe r  of  ways ,  most  of ten  d ic ta ted  by  th e  

context  in  which  i t  appe ars .  Corre s pondi ng ly,  i n  the  New  In tern a t ion a l  Vers ion  of  

the  B ib le  the  word  i s  t rans late d  de s ce ndants ,  o f f s pr in g ,  seed ,  ch i ld ren ,  fa m i ly,  

gra in ,  semen,  l ine ,  and  pe ople .  I t  can  a ls o  be  us e d  i n  a  s in gu la r  sen se  (e .g .  

Genes is  2 1 : 13) ,  or  p lura l  s e ns e  (e .g .  Ge ne s i s  2 8 : 14)  m u ch  l ike  ou r  En g l i sh  w ord  

sheep .  In  Genes is  there  i s  g e ne ra l ly  a  corre lat i on  betw een  a  seed  a n d  th a t  w h ich  

produced i t  wh ich  exp la i ns  why  p lants  and  t re e s  make  th e i r  ow n  k in d  (e .g .  

Genes is  1 : 1 1 - 12) ,  and  ch i ldre n  throug hout  the  book  of ten  resem b le  th e i r  p a ren ts  

in  a t t i tude  and  act ion .

U l t imate ly,  a l l  o f  the  promi s e s  and  b le s s i ng s  of  Ge nes is  g iven  to  A b ra h a m  a n d  h is  

many seed  ( those  who  l i ke  h i m wors h i p  God  by  f a i th )  a re  fu lfi l led  in  Jesu s  w h o i s  

the  s ingu lar  seed  of  A braham.  I t  i s  Je s us  who i s  the  p rom ised  seed  of  th e  w om a n  

in  Genes is  3 : 15 .  In  Matthe w 1 : 1 ,  17  Je s us  i s  de s cr i be d  a s  th e  seed  of  A b ra h a m  

through the  fami ly  l in e  of  H i s  mothe r  M ary.  In  John 8 :48-59 Jesu s  c la im s  to  b e  

the  God  of  Abraham and the re fore  g re ate r  than  Abra h a m .  A n d ,  in  G a la t ia n s  3 : 1 6  

Paul  emphat ica l ly  s tate s  that  Je s us  Chr i s t  i s  the  prom ised  seed  of  A b ra h a m  

through whom a l l  nat i ons  of  the  e arth  wi l l  be  b le s s ed .  Th erefore ,  Jesu s  i s  th e  

promised  seed  of  Abraham and b le s s i ng  to  the  nat i on s  of  th e  ea rth .
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GOOD AND EVIL

F i f th ,  the  themes  of  g ood  and  e v i l  a re  wove n through ou t  G en es is  a n d  i t  i s  c lea r  

that  good  comes  f rom God and  e v i l  come s  f rom Sata n  a n d  s in n ers  w h o reb e l  

aga inst  H is  creat ion  and  commands .  T he  the me s  of  good  a n d  ev i l  a re  typ ifi ed  in  

the  appearance  in  Gene s i s  2 : 9  of  the  t re e  of  g ood  an d  ev i l .  To  s tu d y  th e  th em es  

of  good  and  ev i l  throug hout  Ge ne s i s  the  fo l lowi ng  verses  w i l l  b e  h e lp fu l :  1 : 1 0 ,  1 : 1 2 ,  

1 : 18 ,  1 :2 1 ,  1 :25 ,  1 :3 1 ,  2 :9 ,  2 : 17,  3 : 5 ,  3 : 2 2 ,  4 : 7,  6 : 5 ,  8 : 2 1 ,  13 : 1 3 ,  37 :2 ,  a n d  39 :9 .  A n d ,  in  

beaut i fu l  l i terary  fash i on  Mos e s  re s o lve s  the  confl i ct  b etw een  good  a n d  ev i l  in  

the  fina l  chapter  of  Ge ne s i s  whe re  we  re ad  of  God  be in g  sovere ign  over  ev i l  in  

Genes is  50 :20 where  Jos e ph i nforms  h i s  brothe rs  th a t  G od  u sed  th e i r  ev i l  for  H is  

good  say ing ,  “You  intende d to  harm me ,  but  God  i nten d ed  i t  for  good  to  a ccom -

pl i sh  what  i s  now be in g  done ,  the  s av i ng  of  many  l i ves .”

CHILDREN

Sixth ,  in  Genes is  1 :28  we  re ad ,  “ God  b le s s e d  the m and  sa id  to  th em ,  “Be  f ru i t fu l ,  

increase  in  numbers ,  fi l l  the  e arth . . .”  And ,  f rom th i s  on e  cou p le  a l l  h u m a n  b e in gs  

t race  the i r  fami ly  or ig i n  be -  g i nn i ng  wi th  the  g rowth  of  h u m a n  l i fe  th rou gh  

Genes is  as  demonstrate d  i n  the  f ami ly  g e ne a log i e s .  G en es is  i s  ca refu l  to  s ta te ,  

however,  that  when ch i ldre n  are  born  i t  i s  by  God ’s  gra c iou s  p rov is ion  of  b less in g  

(e .g .  Genes is  4 :25 ,  2 1 : 1 - 2 ,  2 5 : 2 1 ,  3 0 : 2 2- 24) .  T hroug ho u t  G en es is  ch i ld ren  a re  a n  

important  theme which  i s  a l s o  h i g h l i g hte d  by  the  le ngthy  gen ea log ies .

WALKING WITH GOD

Seventh ,  wa lk ing  wi th  God  i s  a  the me  that  i s  i mporta n t  to  G en es is .  Th rou gh ou t  

Genes is  we  d iscover  t hat  not  e ve ryone  walks  c los e ly  w i th  G od .  In d eed ,  w h ole  

generat ions  such  as  Noah’s ,  as  we l l  as  whole  c i t i e s  su ch  a s  Sod om  a n d  G om orra h ,  

do  not  wa lk  wi th  God .  B ut ,  Ge ne s i s  i s  care f u l  to  make  n ote  of  th ose  p eop le  w h o 

d id  walk  c lose ly  w i th  God  s uch  as  Enoch  ( 5 : 24) ,  Noah  (6 :9) ,  a n d  (A b ra h a m  1 5 :6) .

WORSHIP

Eight ,  the  worsh ip  of  God  i s  an  i mportant  fe ature  noted  th rou gh ou t  th e  b ook  of  

Genes is .  Examples  inc lude  Abraham,  I s aac ,  and  Jacob  a l l  b u i ld in g  a l ta rs  to  

worsh ip  God  (Genes is  12 : 7- 8 ,  13 : 18 ,  2 2 : 9 ,  2 6 : 2 5 ,  3 5 : 1-7) .  A d d i t ion a l ly,  Noa h  a lso  

offered  a  sacr ifice  in  wors h i p  to  God  upon e x i t i ng  th e  A rk  on ce  th e  flood  h a d  

receded (Genes is  8 : 18- 2 1 ) .
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Moses ,  who authored  Ge ne s i s ,  prov i de s  for  us  s ome  l i tera ry  p a t tern s  th a t  w i l l  

he lps  us  make  sense  o f  the  book  i f  we  are  at te nt i ve  to  th em .  Th erefore ,  th e  

fo l lowing  l i terary  pat te rns  that  I  w i l l  br i e fl y  me nt i on  a re  g iven  to  h e lp  in form  

both  your  read ing  and  s tudy i ng  of  Ge ne s i s .

PROMINENT NAMES OFT EN  AP P EAR TOGET H ER

Throughout  Genes is  i t  i s  common to  find promi ne nt  n a m es  sp oken  of  togeth er  in  

couplets .  Examples  inc lude ,  Adam and Eve ,  Ca i n  and  A b e l ,  A b ra h a m  a n d  Lot ,  I sa a c  

and  I shmael ,  Esau  and  Jacob ,  and  Jos e ph and  h i s  broth ers .

NAMES OF KEY PEOPLE OFT EN  D ESCRIB E M U CH  OF THEIR  L IFE

Throughout  Genes is  i t  i s  a l s o  common that  pe ople ’s  n a m es  a re  in d ica t ive  of  th e i r  

l i fe  as  God  sovere ign ly  be s towe d the i r  name s .  For  e x a m p le ,  A d a m  m ea n s  m a n -

k ind ,  Eve  means  g iver  of  l i fe ,  Ca i n  me ans  wande re r,  En och  m ea n s  d ed ica t ion  or  

consecrat ion ,  and  I saac  me ans  laug hte r.  T he re fore ,  as  you  s tu d y  G en es is  i t  w i l l  b e  

he lpfu l  to  get  a  B ib le  d i c t i onary  and  e xami ne  the  mea n in g  of  th e  n a m es  of  th e  

prominent  people  in  Ge ne s i s .

L IKE  FATHER,  L IKE  SON

Another  l i terary  pat tern  throug hout  Ge ne s i s  i s  that  son s  of ten  fo l low  b oth  th e  

good  and  bad  pat terns  of  the i r  f a the rs .  For  e xample ,  b oth  A b ra h a m  a n d  I sa a c  

pretend that  the i r  w i fe  i s  the i r  s i s te r  (Ge ne s i s  12 : 10 -20,  20 : 1 -1 8 ,  26 : 1 -35) .  

L ikewise ,  Abraham and I s aac  both  had  a  d i s pute  wi th  th e  p eop le  in  G era r  over  

the  ownersh ip  of  a  we l l  (Ge ne s i s  2 1 : 2 2- 3 4 ,  2 6 : 17-  2 5) .  A n d ,  b oth  A b ra h a m  a n d

Isaac  entered  into  cove nants  wi th  Ab i me le ch  (Ge ne s is  2 1 :22-34 ,  26 :26-31 ) .  A lso ,  

Jacob’s  sons  t r i ck  the  t r i cks te r  (Ge ne s i s  2 7 : 1-  2 9) ,  an d  La m ech  i s  a  m u rd erer  

descended f rom the  firs t  murde re r  Ca i n  (Ge ne s i s  4 : 1-24) .  U l t im a te ly,  th e  p a t tern  

of  ch i ldren  be ing  l ike  the i r  pare nts  i s  a  fore s hadowi n g  to  th e  New  Coven a n t  in  

which  God  the  Father  adopts  us  i n to  H i s  f ami ly  and  sh a p es  ou r  ch a ra cter  to  b e  

l ike  H im once  we are  b orn  ag a i n .

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE  LI TERARY PAT TERNS IN GENESIS?
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Jesus  taught  that  the  Cre at i on  account  of  Ge nes is  1 -2  w a s  a ccu ra te  in  

Luke  1 1 :50

Jesus  taught  that  the  firs t  marr i ag e  account  of  A d a m  a n d  Eve  record ed  in  

Genes is  2 :24  was  accurate  i n  M atthe w 19 : 4- 5  a n d  Ma rk  1 0 :6-8 .

Jesus  taught  that  the  Ge ne s i s  4  account  of  Ca in’s  m u rd er  of  A b e l  w a s  

accurate  in  Matthe w 2 3 : 3 5  and  Luke  1 1 : 5 1

Jesus  taught  that  the  fl ood re corde d  i n  Ge ne s is  6-9  w a s  in d eed  a ccu ra te  

in  Matthew 24 :37- 3 9 and  Luke  17 : 2 6- 2 7.

Jesus  taught  that  Abraham,  who looms  larg e  th rou gh ou t  G en es is  b eg in -

n ing  in  1 1 :26 ,  d id  actua l ly  e x i s t  i n  John 8 : 56

Jesus  taught  that  c i rcumci s i on  i ns t i tute d  by  Ab ra h a m  a n d  th e  p a tr ia rch s  

in  Genes is  17 : 12  was  f actua l  i n  John 7 : 2 2- 2 3

Jesus  taught  that  the  de s truct i on  of  the  c i t i es  of  Sod om  a n d  G om orra h  in  

Genes is  19  d id  i n  f act  occur  i n  M atthe w 10 : 15 ,  1 1 :23-24  a n d  Lu ke  1 0 : 1 2

Jesus  taught  that  Lot ,  who i s  s poke n of  i n  Gen es is  1 1 :27  th rou gh  G en es is  

fourteen  and  ag a i n  i n  Ge ne s i s  19 ,  d i d  i n  f act  ex is t  in  Lu ke  1 7 :28-32

Jesus  taught  that  Abraham’s  s ons  I s aac  and  Ja cob ,  th e  p a tr ia rch s  w h o 

appear  in  Genes i s  2 1  and  cont i nue  to  loom throu gh ou t  G en es is ,  d id  in  fa ct  

ex is t  in  Matthew 8 : 1 1  and  Luke  13 : 2 8

WHAT DID JESUS T EACH ABOUT  THE  EVENTS  IN GENESIS?

In  summary,  i t  i s  impos s i b le  for  s ome one  to  s i mul tan eou s ly  c la im  to  b e  a  Ch r is-

t ian  and  d isbe l ieve  the  book  of  Ge ne s i s ,  be caus e  to  d o  so  th ey  w ou ld  n eed  to  a lso  

be l ieve  that  Jesus  was  at  wors t  a  s i nf u l  man who tau gh t  l ies ,  or  a t  b est  a n  i l l -  

in formed,  imperfect  man who s i mply  made  hone s t  mista kes  in  h is  B ib le  tea ch in g .

Opponents  of  the  accu racy  of  Ge ne s i s  are  prone  to  con cen tra te  th e i r  c r i t i c i sm  on  

such  events  as  Creat io n ,  the  F lood ,  and  de s truct i on  of  Sod om  a n d  G om orra h .  

However,  the  greatest  te ache r  who has  e ve r  l i ve d ,  Jesu s  Ch r is t ,  con s is ten t ly  

referred  to  the  Genes is  account  of  pe ople  and  e ve nt s  a s  h is tor ica l ly  a ccu ra te .  

Some examples  are  l i s te d  be low:
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Some people  prefer  the  Ne w Te s tame nt  to  the  Old  Testa m en t  b eca u se  th ey  

wrongly  be l ieve  that  o n ly  the  Ne w Te s tame nt  i s  about  Jesu s .  How ever,  i t  w a s  

Jesus  H imsel f  who tau g ht  that  the  Old  Te s tame nt  was  p r im a r i ly  a b ou t  H im .

In  John 5 :39-40 whi le  arg u i ng  wi th  the  the o log i ans  in  H is  d ay  Jesu s  ch a st i sed  

them say ing ,  “You  d i l ig e nt ly  s tudy  the  Scr i pture s  [Old  Testa m en t]  b eca u se  you  

th ink  that  by  them you  pos s e s s  e te rna l  l i fe .  T he s e  are  th e  Scr ip tu res  th a t  test i fy  

about  me yet  you  refu s e  to  come  to  me  to  have  l i fe .”  A n d ,  in  Joh n  5 :46  Jesu s  

sa id ,  “ I f  you  be l ieved  Mos e s ,  you  would  be l i e ve  me ,  for  h e  w rote  a b ou t  m e.”

Fo l lowing  H is  Resurrec t i on ,  Luke  24 : 2 7  re cords  an  occa s ion  w h ere  Jesu s  op en ed  

the  Old  Testament  to  te ach  about  H i ms e l f  s ay i ng ,  “An d  b eg in n in g  w i th  Moses  [ th is  

inc luded  Genes is ]  and  a l l  the  Prophe ts ,  he  e xp la i ne d  to  th em  w h a t  w a s  sa id  in  a l l  

the  Scr iptures  concern i ng  h i ms e l f.”  L i ke wi s e ,  i n  Luke  24 :4 4-45  in  sp ea k in g  to  H is  

d isc ip les  we read  that ,  “ He  s a i d  to  the m,  “ T h i s  i s  wha t  I  to ld  you  w h i le  I  w a s  s t i l l  

with  you :  Everyth ing  m us t  be  f u lfi l le d  that  i s  wr i t te n  a b ou t  m e in  th e  Law  of  

Moses  [ th is  inc luded  G e ne s i s ] ,  the  Prophe ts  and  the  Psa lm s .”  Th en  h e  op en ed  

the i r  minds  so  they  co u ld  unde rs tand  the  Scr i pture s .”

S imply,  when Genes is  i s  r i g ht ly  i n te rpre te d  i t  re ve a ls  Jesu s  to  u s .  Th erefore ,  to  

he lp  you  see  Jesus  in  Ge ne s i s  I  would  l i ke  you  to  note  th e  fo l low in g  referen ces  to  

Jesus  in  Genes is :

WHERE IS  JESUS IN GENESIS?

In  Genes is  3 : 15  Je s us  i s  re fe rre d  to  as  the  male  seed  (a lso  t ra n s la ted  

of fspr ing)  of  th e  woman who would  crus h  Sat a n ,  a n d  in  G a la t ia n s  3 : 1 6  Pa u l  

makes  i t  c lear  t hat  Mos e s  was  s pe ak i ng  of  Jesu s .

In  Genes is  9 :27  Noah prophe s i e s  that  God  wou ld  ten t  w i th  (m ea n in g  to  

come and  dwel l  w i th)  h i s  s on  Japhe th  and  i n  Joh n  1 : 1 4  w e  see  th a t  Jesu s  

ul t imate ly  fu lfi l le d  th i s  prophe cy  whe n He  be ca m e a  m a n  a n d  p i tch ed  H is  

tent  among us .
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In  Genes is  12 : 1-7  God  promi s e d  Abram that  he  w ou ld  h ave  a  s in gu la r  

seed/offspr ing  that  would  be  a  b le s s i ng  to  a l l  th e  n a t ion s  of  th e  ea rth  a n d  

th is  descendant  of  Abraham i s  Je s us  accord i ng  to  Ma tth ew  1 : 1 -2

In  Genes is  14 : 18 - 2 3  Abraham e ncounte re d  Melch ized ek  w h o w a s  th e  fi rst  

pr iest  in  the  B ib le  and  a ls o  a  k i ng .  S i nce  He brew s  7 : 1 -28  says  h e  h a d  n o  

parents ,  no  beg i nn i ng  or  e nd ,  was  a  Ge nt i le  and  n ot  a  Jew,  a n d  w a s  

greater  than  Ab raham many  B i b le  te ache rs  have  b e l ieved  th a t  Melch ized ek  

was  actua l ly  an  appe arance  of  Je s us  be fore  H is  b i r th  to  Ma ry  a s  Jesu s  i s  

both  our  H igh  Pr i e s t  and  the  K i ng  of  K i ng s .  An d ,  w h i le  i t  i s  p oss ib le  th a t  

Melch izedek  was  an  appe arance  of  Je s us  be fore  h is  b i r th  (a  Ch r is top h ony) ,  

the  B ib le  s imply  doe s  not  make  th i s  c le ar  s o  we ca n n ot  b e  d ogm a t ic  on  

th is  po int  as  i t  a l s o  may  have  be e n a  man ,  an  a n ge l ,  or  a  typ e  foresh a d ow -

ing  Jesus  Chr is t .  In  any  e ve nt ,  we  can  re as ona b ly  a ssu m e th a t  a t  th e  very  

least  Melch izede k  po i nte d  to  Je s us  Chr i s t .

In  Genes is  16 :7-16  the  ang e l  ( me ani ng  me s s e nger)  of  th e  Lord  ca m e a n d  

spoke  to  Hagar,  s he  ca l le d  that  me s s e ng e r  Go d ,  a n d  th e  a n ge l  d id  n ot  

rebuke  her  for  wors h i p i ng  H i m whi ch  i nd i cates  i t  w a s  p rob a b ly  Jesu s .

In  Genes is  18 : 1- 3 3  thre e  me n v i s i te d  Abraham w h o b ow ed  d ow n  to  on e  of  

the  men and  ca l le d  h i m Lord .  Abraham the n ate  w i th  th e  m en  b efore  

hav ing  a  lengthy  conve rs at i on  wi th  the m about  th e  fa te  of  th e  s in fu l  c i ty  

of  Sodom which  one  of  the  me n who i s  re fe rred  to  a s  th e  Lord  s ta ted  He  

was  go ing  to  de s troy  i n  j udg me nt .  T h i s  l i ke ly  m ea n s  th a t  A b ra h a m  w a s  

speak ing  to  Jesus  and  two ang e ls .
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In  Genes is  22 : 1-19  we  s e e  the  s hadow of  God  th e  Fa th er  a n d  G od  th e  Son  

as  Abraham’s  firs tborn  s on  I s aac  was  born  mira cu lou s ly  yea rs  a f ter  th e  

promise  of  h is  b i r th  was  g i ve n ,  that  the  f ather  loved  h is  son  a n d  w a s  to  b e  

sacr ificed  where  the  te mple  was  bu i l t  and  Je su s  w a s  k i l led  by  ca rry in g  H is  

wood on  H is  ow n back  and  wi l l i ng ly  lay i ng  down  H is  l i fe  a s  a  b u rn t  of fer in g  

which  i s  for  s in .  Accord i ng  to  John 8 : 56- 59 an d  Heb rew s  1 1 : 1 7-1 9  th is  

foreshadowing  was  f u lfi l le d  i n  Je s us .

In  Genes is  22 : 1 1 -18  the  ang e l  (or  me s s e ng e r)  o f  th e  Lord  sp oke  to  A b ra h a m  

b less ing  h im and promi s i ng  to  make  h i s  s e e d/offsp r in g  (Jesu s)  a  b less in g  

to  the  nat ions  of  the  e arth .  T h i s  ang e l  appe ars  to  b e  Jesu s  b eca u se  He  

says  that  Abrah am was  obe y i ng  H i m and that  He  w ou ld  b less  A b ra h a m .

In  Genes is  28 : 10- 2 2  Jacob  had  a  dre am that  Heaven  op en ed  u p  to  h im  w i th  

a  s ta i rway  conn e ct i ng  He ave n and  e arth .  And  Jesu s  ta u gh t  in  Joh n  1 :5 1  

that  Jacob’s  dre am i s  f u lfi l le d  i n  H i m.

In  Genes is  32 :22- 3 2  Jacob  wre s t le d  wi th  God  w h ich  w a s  l ike ly  Jesu s .

In  Genes is  49 :8-12  Jacob’s  f ami ly  g re w to  twelve  son s ,  b u t  i t  w a s  h is  

fourth  son ,  Judah ,  whom God chos e  to  cont i n u e  th e  m ess ia n ic  l in e  

through becaus e  he  re pe nte d  of  what  he  had  d on e  to  h is  b roth er  Josep h  

by  ask ing  to  be  take n  i n  p lace  of  h i s  young e s t  b roth er  Ben ja m in .  Th is  

promised  ru ler  w i l l  br i ng  s o  much pros pe r i ty  th a t  m en  w i l l  t ie  th e i r  d on key

to  a  v ine  wi thout  worry i ng  about  damag i ng  i t  s in ce  th ey  w i l l  b e  so  p len ty.  

At  h is  coming  t he  harve s t  w i l l  be  s o  abundant  th a t  p eop le  w i l l  w a sh  th e i r  

garments  in  win e ,  pe ople ’s  e ye s  wi l l  be  dark  f rom  d r in k in g  m u ch  w in e ,  a n d  

the i r  teeth  whi te  f rom dr i nk i ng  much mi lk .  Accord in g  to  Nu m b ers  24 : 1 7 ;  

Hebrews  1 :8 ;  an d  Re ve lat i on  19 : 15-16  th i s  Las t  Days ’  k in g  i s  K in g  Jesu s .
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In  add i t ion  to  the  prop he t i c  promi s e s  about  Je s us  pen n ed  by  Moses  th rou gh ou t  

the  Pentateuch ,  inc lud i ng  thos e  l i s te d  above  f rom Gen es is ,  Moses  a n d  Jesu s  a re  

a lso  connected  theo log i ca l ly  and  re la t i ona l ly  thoug h  th ey  a re  sep a ra ted  by  som e 

1400 years .  Theo log ica l ly,  Mos e s  was  the  author  of  th e  Law,  a lso  kn ow n  a t  th e  

Pentateuch .  And ,  Jesu s  s a i d  He  came  to  f u lfi l l  the  L aw  of  Moses  (Ma tth ew  5 : 1 7 ) .  

Relat iona l ly,  wh i le  on  e arth  Je s us  broug ht  Mos e s  dow n  f rom  Heaven  (Ma tth ew  

17 : 1-8 ;  Mark  9 : 1-8) .  And ,  i n  th i s  wondrous  mome nt  Jesu s  w a s  t ra n sfi gu red  u p on  a  

mounta in  as  Moses  ha d  be e n upon Mount  S i na i  whi le  rece iv in g  th e  1 0  Com m a n d -

ments  in  Exodus  34 :29- 3 5 .

HOW ARE MOSES AND JESUS CONNECTED?

Genera l ly  speak ing ,  Gene s i s  1 -1 1  cove rs  the  more  un iversa l  even ts  of  Crea t ion ,  

Fa l l ,  F lood ,  and  Babe l  whi le  Ge ne s i s  12- 50  focus  i n  th e  h is tory  of  on e  fa m i ly  

descended f rom Abraham whom God e nte re d  a  coven a n t  re la t ion sh ip  w i th .  Th is  

seeming  d isconnect  betwe e n Ge ne s i s  1 -1 1  and  the  f am i ly  of  A b ra h a m  in  G en es is  

12-50 i s  in tent iona l  as  Mos e s  i s  s e e k i ng  to  portray  Ab ra h a m  a s  th e  b eg in n in g  of  a  

new humani ty  in  covenant  re la t i ons h i p  wi th  God .

In  Genes is  12-50 fourte e n  chapte rs  are  about  Abraha m ,  th ree  a n d  on e-h a l f  a re  

about  I saac ,  e ight  are  about  Jacob ,  and  the  fina l  fourteen  a re  a b ou t  Josep h .  A n d ,  

whi le  God  c lear ly  loved  and  b le s s e d  th i s  f ami ly  Ge nes is  p a in fu l ly  p ortrays  th e i r  

imperfect ions  and  s in s  to  de mons trate  the  g race  of  G od  to  en d u re  w i th  u s ,  a n d  

power  of  God  to  wr i te  s t ra i g ht  l i ne s  wi th  our  crooked  s t icks .  Exa m p les  in c lu d e  

Abraham who p imped h i s  w i fe  Sarah  to  P haraoh to  save  h is  ow n  sk in ,  Ja cob  w h o 

was  a  t r i ckster,  the  drunke n Noah ,  and  s e e mi ng ly  va in  Josep h .  Th erefore ,  

because  of  the  honesty  of  Ge ne s i s  we  can  s e e  ours e lves  in  th e  l i ves  i t  exp oses  

and  take  hope  in  the  f act  that  by  God ’s  g race  we  too  ca n  b e  in  coven a n t  re la t ion -

sh ip  wi th  H im even th oug h we  are  e qua l ly  unde s e rv in g  of  su ch  k in d n ess .

As  we read  Genes is  we  re a l i ze  that  God ’s  i n te nt i on  to  b less  th e  n a t ion s  of  th e  

earth  had  to  beg in  wi th  s ome one  s ome whe re .  And ,  G od  ch ose  A b ra h a m  a n d  w h a t  

WHO ARE THE  MAJOR CHARACTERS IN GENESIS?
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we now know as  I s rae l  as  the  pe rs on  and  p lace  whe re  He  w ou ld  b eg in  H is  w ork  of  

redempt ion  on  the  earth .  T h i s  doe s  not  i nd i cate  that  a  p a rt icu la r  m a n  or  p iece  of  

land ,  are  in  any  way  supe r i or  to  the  othe r  me n and  p la ces  in  th a t  d ay.  Qu i te  to  

the  contrary,  we  know  noth i ng  of  Abraham’s  l i fe  be fore  G od  ca l led  h im  oth er  

than  the  fact  that  he  w as  a  s e e mi ng ly  ve ry  normal  Gen t i le  l i v in g  n ea r  Ba by lon  

(Acts  7 :2) ,  and  that  th e  Promi s e d  Land i s  not  as  love ly  or  d es i ra b le  a s  m a ny  oth er  

parts  of  the  earth .  But ,  God  s tar te d  H i s  work  of  re dem p t ion  h u m b ly  w i th  a  s im p le  

man in  a  s imple  p lace  i n  the  days  of  Abraham much l ike  He  la ter  d id  w h en  Jesu s  

was  born  as  a  seeming ly  re g u lar  man i n  a  s i mple  town .

In  the  New Testament  the  s i g n i ficance  of  Abraham ca n  h a rd ly  b e  oversta ted .  In  

the  great  chapter  on  fa i th ,  He bre ws  1 1 ,  roug hly  1/3  of  th e  en t i re  ch a p ter  i s  

ded icated  to  h im ( 1 1 :8-19) .  In  Ge ne s i s  15 : 6  we  re ad  tha t  “A b ra m  b e l ieved  th e  Lord  

and  he  cred i ted  i t  to  h i m as  r i g hte ous ne s s .”  T h i s  ve ry  im p orta n t  verse  esta b l i sh es  

that  sa lvat ion  and  r igh te ous ne s s  come  not  by  human  m er i t ,  b u t  ra th er  so le ly  by  

fa i th  in  God  who g ives  s a lvat i on  and  r i g hte ous ne s s  a s  a  g i f t  o f  gra ce .  Th is  

concept  i s  exact ly  what  the  Apos t le  Pau l  taug ht  throu gh ou t  th e  New  Testa m en t  

as  in  Romans  4 :3  and  Ga lat i ans  3 : 6 ,  whe re  he  quote s  G en es is  1 5 :6  to  esta b l i sh  h is  

doctr ine  of  just ificat io n  by  f a i th .  L i ke wi s e ,  Je s us ’  broth er  Ja m es  a lso  q u otes  

Genes is  15 :6  to  estab l i s h  that  f a i th  produce s  g ood  works  ju st  l ike  A b ra h a m’s  fa i th  

showed for th  in  h is  w i l l i ng ne s s  to  s acr i fice  h i s  s on  I sa a c  in  G en es is  22 .  Th ere-  

fore ,  Pau l  argues  that  e ve ryone  i s  s ave d  by  f a i th  af ter  th e  p a t tern  of  A b ra h a m  in  

Genes is ,  and  James  te ache s  that  i f  we  t ru ly  have  f a i th  l ike  A b ra h a m  ou r  l i fe  w i l l  

inc lude  v i s ib le  good  works  as  h i s  l i fe  d i d .
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I  apprec iate  Pastor  Mark  Dr isco l l ’s  exhortat ion  that  “read ing  co m m en ts  abo u t  Gen es is ,  m in e  

in c l u ded ,  are  a t  best  a  supplement  to  s imply  read ing  Genes is  repeated ly  an d  pray erfu l ly  fo r  

on es e l f.”  (p4)  I t  i s  in  that  sp i r i t  that  I  want  to  h igh l ight  one  im po rtan t  d is t in c t io n  between  

h ow  Pastor  Mark  and  h is  church  would  interpret  Genes is  an d  h o w we wo u ld  at  R iv erv iew.   

Th is  c l ar ificat ion  may  seem l ike  a  matter  of  semant ics ,  but  i t  c an  h av e  s ign ific an t  im pac t  o n  

h ow  you  read  both  Genes is  and  the  rest  of  the  B ib le .

We w ould  ho ld  to  the  pos i t ion  that  there  ex is ts  an  importan t  d is t in c t io n  between  I s rae l  an d  

th e  C h urch  that  cont inues  f rom the  first  book  of  the  B ib le  (Gen es is )  to  th e  fin a l  bo o k  

( Reve l at ion) .   

Dr i s co l l  appropr ia te ly  h igh l ights  Jesus  as  the  “seed  of  Abrah am”  wh ic h  i s  co n s is ten t  wi th  

Jew is h  be l ie f  that  a l l  o f  Scr ipture  po ints  l ike  a  g iant  b l ink in g  arro w to  th e  co m in g  Mes s iah ,  

w h o w e know to  be  Jesus .   However,  Dr i sco l l  over-appl ies  th is  po in t  an d ,  as  a  res u l t ,  den ies  

th e  u n iqueness  of  the  nat ion  of  I s rae l .   In  Genes is  15 ,  God  m akes  a  u n i la tera l  co v en an t  wi th  

Abr ah am and d is t inct ly  defines  phys ica l  boundar ies  to  mark  I s rae l ’s  lan d  fo r  a l l  t im e .   I t  

does n’ t  matter  who l i ved  there  then  or  who l i ves  there  now,  Go d  h as  g iv en  th e  lan d  to  

Abr ah am’s  descendants  (who are  a lso  the  seed  of  Abraham) .   

We agree  wholehearted ly  wi th  Pastor  Mark  that  “ the  Promis ed  Lan d be lo n gs  to  Jes u s ,”  bu t  

s o  does  the  Un i ted  States  of  Amer ica  and  Dj ibout i .  The  d i f feren ce  i s ,  Am er ic an s  h av e  n o t  

been  promised  th is  land .   That ’s  why  we must  categor ica l ly  d is agree  th at  Jews  wh o  c la im  

th e  Promised  Land as  the i r  own “have  wrongly  in terpreted  th e  B ib le  to  be l iev e  th at  th ey  

are  God ’s  covenant  people  who have  a  r ight  to  the  Promise d  Lan d .”   T h ey  are  prec is e ly  

G od ’s  covenant  people  who have  a  r ight  to  the  Promised  Lan d .   T h e  o th er  po rt io n s  o f  Go d ’s  

coven ant  wi th  Abraham (descendants  and  b less ing)  have  been  l i tera l ly  fu lfi l led  an d  th e  

fin a l  p iece  ( land)  wi l l  be ,  too .   One  day,  as  we  see  in  Reve lat io n  7,  th e  Jewis h  peo ple  wi l l  

recogn ize  Jesus  as  the i r  Mess iah  and  K ing .   As  the  Apost le  Pau l  rem in ded u s ,  “Les t  y o u  be  

w ise  in  your  own s ight ,  I  do  not  want  you  to  be  unaware  of  th is  my s tery,  bro th ers :  a  par t ia l  

h arden ing  has  come upon I s rae l ,  unt i l  the  fu l lness  of  the  G en t i les  h as  co m e in . . . fo r  th e  g i f ts  

an d  th e  ca l l ing  of  God  are  i r revocab le .”  (Romans  1 1 :25 ,29)

We fe l t  i t  was  appropr ia te  to  pr int  Dr isco l l ’s  ar t i c le  in  i t ’s  en t i rety  (bec au s e  m o s t  o f  i t  i s  

f an tast ic )  and  a lso  to  h igh l ight  th is  d is t inct ive .   Mark  and  I  are  f r ien ds  an d  h av e  d is c u s s ed  

th is  i ss ue  face  to  face .   Whi le  we  d isagree  on  a  few th ings  l ike  th is ,  we  agree  o n  s o  m u c h  

more  and  both  want  to  make  much of  Jesus  in  our  l i ves  and  c h u rc h es .





HOW TO READ IT



27



28HOW TO READ I T

I t  i s  very  important  to  note  that  Ge ne s i s  unfo lds  as  a  n a rra t ive  w r i t ten  in  ch ron o-

log ica l  order  wi th  on ly  a  fe w mi nor  pos s i b le  e xce pt i on s .  For  exa m p le ,  th e  gen ea l-

ogy  of  Genes is  10  i s  p lace d  be fore  Ge ne s i s  1 1  for  the o log ica l  rea son s  a n d  i s  n ot  in  

chronolog ica l  order.  I f  th i s  s i mple  f act  of  chronolog y  i s  over looked  th en  th e  

cause  and  ef fect  corre lat i ons  wove n throug hout  the  b ook  w i l l  b e  ign ored  a n d  th e  

meaning  of  the  book  los t  a l tog e the r.  And ,  i f  the  book  i s  rea d  by  im p os in g  a ny  

theo log ica l  system upon the  te xt  rathe r  than  s e e k i ng  th e  in ten d ed  m ea n in g  of  

Moses  who God insp i re d  to  wr i te  the  book  the n  wi l l  w i l l  l i ke ly  fa i l  to  a l low  th e  

book  to  inform our  do ctr i ne .

GENESIS  IS  TO  BE  READ CHRONOLOGICALLY

Genes is  opens  wi th  the  words  “ In  the  be g i nn i ng … ”  wh ich  lea n s  in to  th e  fu tu re  

ant ic ipat ing  the  las t  days  and  e nd  of  h i s tory  as  we  kn ow  i t .  A n d ,  n ea r in g  th e  en d  

of  Genes is  in  49 : 10  we re ad  about  the  comi ng  of  K i ng  Jesu s  w h o in  th e  en d  w i l l  

ru le  over  a l l  nat ions  of  the  e arth  and  e s tab l i s h  H i s  e tern a l  k in gd om .  Th erefore ,  

Genes is  which  i s  the  book  of  Cre at i on  be g i nn i ng s  po in ts  forw a rd  to  th e  b ook  of  

Reve lat ion  which  i s  th e  book  of  the  las t  days  and  new  Crea t ion  ru led  over  by  K in g  

Jesus .

GENESIS  IS  TO  BE  READ ESCHATALOGICALLY

I  want  to  s t re s s  the  i mportance  of  s im p ly  rea d in g  th e  b ook  

of  Ge ne s i s  praye rf u l ly,  care f u l ly,  a n d  rep ea ted ly  for  on ese l f.  

W hi le  the  re ad i ng  of  comme ntar ies  a n d  re la ted  m a ter ia ls  

su ch  as  th i s  book  can  be  ve ry  he lp fu l  to  th e  s tu d en t  of  

Ge ne s i s ,  noth i ng  i s  more  i mporta n t  th a n  s im p ly  rea d in g  th e  

book  for  one s e l f  mul t i p le  t i me s .  In  rea d in g  G en es is  i t  i s  

important  to  unde rs tand  s ome  o f  th e  m ost  com m on  fea tu res  

ab out  the  l i te rary  compos i t i on  o f  th e  b ook .  Th erefore ,  th e  

fo l lowi ng  pr i nc i p le s  wi l l  be  he lpfu l  in  a ss is t in g  you  to  extra ct  

the  mos t  me ani ng  f rom your  prayerfu l  rea d in g  of  th e  b ook .

FROM
MARK DRISCOLL
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Genes is  i s  compr ised  o f  narrat i ve ,  l aw,  g e ne a log y,  an d  p oetry.  A n d ,  sp r in k led  

throughout  the  book  are  poe t i c  i mag e s  that  re qu i re  im a g in a t ion  to  fu l ly  a p p rec i-

ate  and  understand .  Example s  i nc lude  God “s e e i ng ”  th e  good n ess  of  H is  crea t ion  

( 1 :2 ,  1 : 10 ,  1 : 18 ,  1 :2 1 ,  1 :25 ,  1 : 3 1 ) ,  God  maki ng  man wi th  H is  h a n d s  (2 :7) ,  a  ta lk in g  

serpent  (Genes is  3 : 1 ) ,  God  “walk i ng ”  w i th  Adam i n  th e  ga rd en  (3 :8) ,  A b e l ’s  b lood  

cry ing  out  f rom the  ground (4 : 10) ,  Noah  “walk i ng ”  w i th  G od  (6 :9) ,  G od  “sm el l in g”  

Noah’s  sacr ifice  (8 :2 1 ) ,  God  as  a  s h i e ld  ( 15 : 1 ) ,  I s hmae l  d escr ib ed  a s  a  “w i ld  d on key”  

of  a  man ( 16 : 12) ,  and  Je s us  portraye d  as  a  k i ng  by  a  “scep ter”  a n d  “s ta f f ”  (49 : 1 0) .  

I t  i s  important  to  note  that  s i mply  be caus e  Mos e s  occa s ion a l ly  w r i tes  in  p oet ic  

imagery  does  not  mea n that  he  i s  be i ng  a l le g or i ca l  or  myth ica l .  R a th er,  Moses  i s  

communicat ing  in  a  fig urat i ve  l i te ra l  f as h i on  be cause  h e  i s  a  g i f ted  w r i ter  w h o 

understands  that  some t i me s  an  i mag e  or  me taphor  com m u n ica tes  a  t ru th  in  th e  

most  c lear,  powerfu l ,  and  me morable  way.  

GENESIS  IS  TO  BE  READ POE TICALLY

Genes is  i s  not  a  record  of  wor ld  h i s tory.  Rathe r,  i t  i s  a  se lect ive  a n d  th eo log ica l ly  

arranged h is tory  of  pr i mar i ly  a  f ami ly  of  pe ople  and  a  p iece  of  la n d .  Th erefore ,  

as  you  read  Genes is  i t  i s  i mportant  to  s e e  the  book  t h rou gh  a  n a rrow  len s  

focused  c lose  up  on  a  handf u l  of  pe ople  and  p lace s .  G en es is  w a rra n ts  th is  k in d  of  

read ing  because  i t  s im ply  doe s  not  s pe ak  about  a  w id e  n u m b er  of  p eop le  a n d  

p laces  such  as  the  gre at  nat i on  of  Te xas  whi ch  doe s  n ot  a p p ea r  a nyw h ere  in  th e  

book .  And ,  the  pr imary  pe ople  i n  the  book  re vo lve d  a rou n d  th e  fa m i ly  l in e  of  

Adam,  Noah ,  Abraham,  I s aac ,  Jacob ,  and  Jos e ph .  

GENESIS  IS  TO  BE  READ NARROWLY

In  the  B ib le  some texts  are  pre s cr i pt i ve ,  me ani ng  they  te l l  u s  w h a t  w e sh ou ld  d o .  

Examples  would  inc lud e  the  b i b l i ca l  command that  C h r is t ia n s  love  on e  a n oth er,  

ch i ldren  obey  the i r  pa re nts ,  and  not  s te a l .  T he  B i b le  a lso  in c lu d es  d escr ip t ive  

texts  that  te l l  us  what  s ome one  d i d  and  le ave s  i t  up  to  th e  rea d er  to  d eterm in e  i f  

they  should  do  the  sam e .  Example s  would  i nc lude  Lot ’s  d a u gh ters  get t in g  h im  

drunk  to  have  sex  wi th  h i m,  D i nah’s  brothe rs  s laug hter in g  a  tow n  of  m en  for  th e  

GENESIS  IS  TO  BE  READ DESCRIP TIVELY



rape  of  the i r  s i s ter,  and  Judas  hang i ng  h i ms e l f.  T he refore ,  a s  you  rea d  G en es is  i t  

i s  important  to  determi ne  what  Mos e s  the  author  of  G en es is  i s  t ry in g  to  tea ch  

you  through the  narrat i ve s  he  wr i te s .  And ,  j us t  be cau se  Ca in  k i l led  A b e l ,  Noa h  

and  Lot  get  drunk ,  and  Abraham tr i e s  to  murde r  h i s  son  d oes  n ot  m ea n  th a t  you  

should  too  s imply  bec aus e  i t ’s  i n  the  B i b le .  Rathe r,  w e  m u st  b e  ca refu l  to  d eter-

mine  which  s tor ies  are  pre s cr i pt i ve  e xample s  for  us  to  fo l low  su ch  a s  t ru st in g  

God  by  fa i th  l ike  Abraham,  and  whi ch  de s cr i pt i ve  s tor ies  a re  f r igh ten in g  exa m -

ples  for  us  not  to  fo l lo w s uch  as  Adam and Eve  t rus t in g  Sa ta n  over  G od .

In  Genes is ,  man was  made  firs t  and  g i ve n  domi n i on  o ver  a l l  Crea t ion  a n d  w om a n  

was made to  he lp  h im ( 2 : 15-18 ;  c f.  I  Cor i nth i ans  1 1 : 8-9 ;  I  T im othy  2 : 1 3) .  A lso ,  G od  

ca l l s  the  human race  “mank i nd”  be caus e  i t  be g an  wi th  th e  crea t ion  of  a  m a n  a s  

the  head  of  the  human  race  (Ge ne s i s  5 : 1- 2 ) .  Add i t i on a l ly,  th rou gh ou t  G en es is  i t  i s  

the  men who are  domi nant ,  thoug h the  wome n are  p rom in en t .  Pa rt icu la r ly,  th e  

numerous  genea log ies  throug hout  Ge ne s i s  are  t raced  th rou gh  th e  m a le  l in e  in  

recogn i t ion  of  the  heads h i p  of  me n ove r  the i r  f ami l ies .  A d d i t ion a l ly,  th e  gen ea lo-

g ies  are  genera l ly  t race d  throug h the  firs tborn  s on  th ou gh  som et im es  a n oth er  

son  i s  chosen  e i ther  b e caus e  the  o lde s t  s on  s i nne d  gr ievou s ly  (e .g .  Ca in  k i l led  

Abe l  and  so  Seth  passe d  h i m ove r  i n  Ge ne s i s  4 : 1- 2 5) ,  or  b eca u se  of  G od ’s  sover-

e ign  cho ice  (e .g .  thoug h Es au  was  born  firs t  God  cho se  Ja cob  in  G en es is  25 :23) .  

Simply,  in  Genes is  men matte r.  

GENESIS  IS  TO  BE  READ PATRIARCHALLY

Accord ing  to  Deuteron omy 6 : 1- 9  the  wi s dom of  the  Pen ta teu ch  in  gen era l ,  

inc lud ing  Genes is  in  part i cu lar,  i s  not  j us t  to  be  wr i t ten  on  ta b lets  of  s ton e  or  

scro l l s  of  paper  but  a ls o  on  the  he art  of  thos e  pe ople  w h o love  G od .  A n d ,  th e  

wr i t ing  of  God ’s  Word  upon our  he arts  i s  accompl i s h ed  a s  w e m ed i ta te  on  

Scr ipture  throughout  our  day  the re by  a l lowi ng  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  to  im p ress  H is  

w isdom upon us .  There fore ,  i t  i s  i mportant  for  you  to  n ot  on ly  rea d  G en es is  

repeated ly,  but  a lso  m e mor i ze  thos e  ve rs e s  that  s tan d  ou t  to  you  a n d  ta ke  t im e 

throughout  your  day  to  conte mplate  the  the me s ,  i ma ges ,  a n d  verses  th a t  G od  

burdens  you  to  bet ter  unde rs tand .  And ,  the  me mory  verses  su ggested  for  you  in  

th is  book let  w i l l  a l so  b e  he lpf u l  to  you .

GENESIS  IS  TO  BE  READ MEDITATIVELY
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

What  d id  you  learn  about  the  e arth’s  or i g i n  g rowi ng  u p?  Ha s  you r  v iew  of  

creat ion  changed as  you’ve  g rown o lde r?

What  astounds  you  about  God ’s  cre at i on?   What  does  th e  m a jesty  of  th e  crea t ion  

te l l  us  about  the  Creator?

FROM NOTHING [  1 : 1  -  2 : 4  ]

The word  “Genes is”  me ans  “ i n  the  be g i nn i ng .”  Ge ne s is ,  th e  fi rst  b ook  of  th e  Old  

Testament ,  i s  a  book  o f  be g i nn i ng s .  I t  has  be e n s a i d  th a t  every  m a jor  d octr in e  

has  i t s  seed  or  beg inn i ng  i n  Ge ne s i s .  For  e xample ,  th e  m a ter ia l  u n iverse ,  th e  

human race ,  s in ,  the  p romi s e  of  the  Me s s i ah ,  lang uages ,  a n d  th e  Heb rew  n a t ion  

a l l  have  the i r  beg inn in g s  i n  the  book  of  Ge ne s i s .  

I t  i s  genera l ly  agreed  that  Mos e s  authore d  the  book  of  G en es is  a b ou t  1 500 yea rs  

before  Chr is t .  Genes is  cove rs  a  t i me  pe r i od  of  ne ar ly  2500 yea rs ,  f rom  th e  

Creat ion  to  the  journe y  of  I s rae l  i n to  Eg ypt .

This  i s  the  first  chapte r  of  the  firs t  book  of  the  B i b le ,  G od ’s  Word .  Th e  ch a p ter  

te l l s  us  how God create d  our  wor ld  by  s pe ak i ng  e ve r yth in g  in to  b e in g  in  th e  sp a n  

of  s ix  days ,  and  descr ibe s  what  God  cre ate d  dur i ng  ea ch  d ay.  Th ere  w a s  n oth in g  

in  the  beg inn ing ,  o ther  than  God ove r  “wate rs .”  Out  of  n oth in g ,  G od  crea tes  

s imply  by  speak ing :

GE T T ING S TARTED

BACKGROUND/CONTEX T

SUMMARY



DAY 1 - day and night are created
DAY 4 - sun, moon and mtars created to fill the day and night

DAY 2 - water and sky are created
Day 5 - water and sky Creatures created to fill the water and sky

DAY 3 - seas and earth are created
DAY 6 - animals, humans and plants are created to fill the seas and 
earth

DAY 7 - rest. set spart as holy

EACH CREATION
DAY IS PAIRED
WITH ANOTHER

34FROM NOTHING

DAY 1  -  God  create d  l i g ht  and  darkne s s .  He  ca l led  th em  d ay  a n d  n igh t .

DAY 2  -  God  cre ate d  an  e xpans e  i n  be twe e n wa ters .  G od  ca l led  th e  p la ce  in  

between the  wa te rs  s ky  (or  he ave ns ) .

DAY 3  -  God  gathe re d  the  wate r  and  cre ate d  la n d .  G od  ca l led  th em  sea s  

and  earth .  He  saw th i s  was  g ood .  He  made  ve geta t ion  a n d  p la n ts  com e ou t  

of  the  earth .  He  s aw th i s  was  g ood .

DAY 4  -  God  ma de  l i g hts  i n  s ky.  He  made  the  su n  a n d  m oon  a n d  s ta rs  ( for  

d i rect ion ,  seaso ns ,  t i me ,  l i g hts  -  a l l  th i ng s  that  g ive  u s  a  sen se  of  d i rect ion  

and  p lace) .  He  saw th i s  was  g ood .

DAY 5  -  God  made  wate r  cre ature s  to  fi l l  the  sea s  a n d  sky  crea tu res  to  fi l l  

the  sk ies .  God  s aw that  i t  was  g ood .

DAY 6  -  God  ma de  land  an i mals  and  humans  to  fi l l  th e  ea rth .  G od  saw  th a t  

i t  was  good .  God  g ave  p lants  as  food  to  pe ople  a n d  a n im a ls .  G od  looked  

over  everyth ing  He  had  up  unt i l  th i s  po i nt  and  sa id  i t  w a s  very  good .

DAY 7  -  God  reste d .  T h i s  made  the  day  ho ly  ( set  a p a rt )  Hu m a n s  w ere  g iven  

domin ion  over  a l l  o the r  l i v i ng  cre ature s .

INSIGHTS



Water in the ancient near eastern world represented chaos, and so 
mentioning the water before creation began may have been a way to 
illustrate God bringing about order to that which was chaotic. Revela-
tion 21:1 may also support this, as in the “new heaven and the new 
earth” there is no “sea.”

WATER EXISTING

GOD AS ARTIST God is a true artist, starting with a blank canvas, setting a foundation 
(days 1, 2, and 3), then filling these in with details and richness and 
purpose (Days 4, 5, and 6).

God exists in relationship with himself (which we now know from the 
New Testament as Trinitarian God) In Genesis 1:26, we see the Trinity 
referenced: God refers to himself in the plural “our,” not in the singular.

GOD AS TRINITY
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Let “them” – this is male and female together. There are two different 
types of humanity, each in their own roles, working together in 
relationship to best reflect God, who also works in relationship.

HUMANITY WORKING
TOGETHER TO REFLECT

GOD’S IMAGE

People at first glance might think the two chapters are two different 
accounts, but they aren’t. One is just a more detailed glimpse of a 
specific part. Genesis 1:27 is a quick summary of the upcoming 
chapter.  Imagine setting a magnifying glass over Genesis 1:27 - what 
would be revealed to you is what we see in Chapter 2. Genesis 2 is 
simply a much more detailed description of Genesis 1:27.

GENESIS ONE
VS.

GENESIS TWO

In Genesis 1:29-30 plants are given both to people and to animals for 
food. People aren’t to eat (or be clothed) by animals…yet.

NO SACRIFICE...YET

The number 7 in the original Hebrew is symbolic of perfection and 
completion. The days of creation set the stage for the days of the 
week, and serve as an example of work six days, stop on the seventh. 

SEVEN DAYS

In the Hebrew, 7 is shevah. It is from the root savah, to be full or 
satisfied, have enough of. Hence the meaning of the word "seven" is 
dominated by this root, for on the seventh day God rested from the 
work of Creation. It was full and complete, and good and perfect. 
Nothing could be added to it or taken from it without marring it. Hence 
the word Shavath, to cease, desist, rest, and Shabbath, Sabbath, or day 
of rest. 7
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It is 7, therefore, that stamps with perfection and completeness that in 
connection with which it is used. Of time, it tells of the Sabbath, and 
marks off the week of seven days, which, artificial as it may seem to 
be, is universal and immemorial in its observance amongst all nations 
and in all times. It tells of that eternal Sabbath-keeping which remains 
for the people of God in all its everlasting perfection. 

OTHER SCRIP TURE

Psa lm 19 : 1-4

John 1 : 1 - 18

Acts  17 :24-27

Romans  1 :20

Hebrews 1

Co loss ians  1 : 15-17

What  does  i t  mean to  be  “made  i n  God ’s  i mag e”  and  to  “ru le”  over  th e  crea tu res  

of  the  earth  (see  Gen .  1 : 2 6) ?   How do  the s e  two t ruth s  a f fect  h ow  w e a re  to  l i ve  

our  da i ly  l i ves?

What  are  the  5  comma nds  God g ave  mank i nd  i n  Ge n  1 :28?  How  d o  th ese  im p a ct  

how we as  humans  l i ve  l i fe  today?  How do  the y  i mpa ct  you r  ow n  l i fe  sp ec ifi ca l ly?

Cons ider  God ’s  purpose  i n  cre at i on .   In  Acts  17 : 24- 2 7  w e see  th a t  th e  u n iverse  

was created  for  God  to  be  made  known.   How doe s  th e  G osp e l  a l low  you  to  fu lfi l l  

your  created  purpose ,  to  make  God f amous  i n  the  wor ld  a rou n d  you?   Pray  for  

those  in  your  l i fe  who don’ t  ye t  know Je s us ,  “ that  they  sh ou ld  seek  G od ,  in  th e  

hope that  they  might  fe e l  the i r  way  toward  H i m and fi n d  H im .”

GOING DEEPER
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Read John 1 : 1 -3 ,  and  cons i de r  Je s us ’  ro le  i n  God ’s  p la n  for  crea t ion .   How  d oes  

Genes is  1  he lp  you  appre c i ate  the  nature  and  work  of  Ch r is t?   Ta ke  a  m om en t  

wi th  your  group to  thank  God for  H i s  cre at i on  and  for  th e  G osp e l .   G ive  G od  g lory  

for  H is  power,  H is  pur pos e  and  H i s  pe rfe ct  p lan  as  s een  in  H is  crea t ion .

NOTES
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

What  are  some legac ies  and  t rad i t i ons  that  i mpact  you r  l i fe  tod ay?

What  are  some common i de as  that  our  s oc i e ty  has  a b ou t  th e  p u rp ose  of  h u m a n  

l i fe?

THE  FIRS T  ADAM [  2 : 4  -  2 : 2 5  ]

Genes is  2  out l ines  in  m ore  de ta i l  the  cre at i on  of  man  a n d  w om en  th a t  w a s  

deta i led  in  chapter  1 .   T he  g arde n de s cr i be d  i n  th i s  c h a p ter  w a s  l ike ly  loca ted  in  

the  area  of  the  present  day  Pe rs i an  Gul f. 1

Genes is  2  shows us  th at  the  cre at i ve  work  of  God  wa s  n ot  on ly  va st  a n d  

far-reach ing ,  but  i t  was  a ls o  i nt i mate  and  i mpacte d  th e  d eta i l s  of  h u m a n i ty.  Th e  

text  te l l s  us  of  the  creat i on  of  A  man and  woman who l i ved  for  a  t im e in  a  

parad ise  that  would  la te r  be  los t .  God  not  on ly  made A d a m ,  b u t  He  a lso  p rov id ed  

meaningfu l  work  and  the  fit t i ng  compani ons h i p  of  h is  w i fe .  Be in g  en d ow ed  w i th  

such  b less ing  and  be in g  made  i n  God ’s  i mag e ,  Adam h a d  th e  p r iv i lege  a n d  

respons ib i l i ty  of  carry i ng  out  God ’s  ag e nda .

God  not  on ly  formed A dam,  but  a ls o  bre athe d  l i fe  i n to  h im .  Th e  Heb rew  w ord  for  

formed (yāsar,  Gen .  2 : 7 )  de s cr i be s  purpos e f u l  ar t i s t r y.  Th e  B ib le  Kn ow led ge  

commentary  exp la ins ,  “ l i ke  a  pot te r  s hap i ng  an  e arth en  vesse l  f rom  c lay,  so  G od  

formed man by  d iv ine  p lan”.  B re ath i ng  l i fe  i n to  Adam  m a d e h im  n ot  on ly  a l i ve ,

1  Ross, A. P. (1985). Genesis. (J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck, Eds.) The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An 
Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 31). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

GE T T ING S TARTED

BACKGROUND/CONTEX T

SUMMARY



39 IN THE  BEGINNING

but  a l i ve  wi th  a  sou l .  T h i s  me ans  that  Adam was  a  s p i r i tu a l  b e in g  (a n d  so  i s  

everyone  e lse) ,  meant  to  s e rve  and  fe l lows h i p  wi th  God  (a n d  oth ers) .

With  the  command regard i ng  the  t re e  of  the  knowled ge  of  good  a n d  ev i l ,  w e  see  

how God made people  wi th  mora l  capac i t i e s  and  mora l  resp on s ib i l i ty ;  som eth in g  

that  w i l l  p lay  out  in  the  comi ng  chapte r.  F i na l ly,  the  m a k in g  of  w om a n  a n d  th e  

inst i tut ion  of  marr iage  prov i de s  wonde rf u l  i ns i g hts  for  th e  d es ign  a n d  p u rp ose  of  

marr iage  and  human re lat i ons h i ps .

v ia  Strassner  in  OPENIN G U P  GEN ESIS

2 Strassner, K. (2009). Opening up Genesis. Opening Up Commentary (pp. 24–26). Leominster: Day One 
Publications.

If man is created “in the image of God,” no one has the right to degrade 
or destroy human life—neither one’s own life, nor that of another. This 
principle must be applied in the areas of social justice, race relations, 
sexual ethics, abortion, euthanasia, and etc..

DIGNITY

We are to “rule over” the other created beings (Gen. 1:26) and “subdue” 
the earth (Gen. 1:28). Man has been given dominion over both plants 
(Gen. 2:15) and animals (Gen. 2:20). Human beings have the God-given 
authority to use the earth’s resources but are also accountable to do 
those things responsibly.

DOMINION

“Male and female He created them” (Gen. 1:27). Genesis 2 highlights 
this difference by giving the genders separate names (Gen. 2:23), 
showing how they were created separately (Gen. 2:7, 2:22), and calling 
one a “helper” for the other (Gen. 2:18). Man and woman were created 
equal “in the image of God,” but their roles are clearly distinct.

DISTINCTION

The relationship between God and man was not one between equals. 
Nor was it one of autonomy. Man is dependent upon God for the 
blessings of life and sustenance; and man is accountable to God in the 
areas of service and obedience! Further, God’s command concerning 
the tree (Gen. 2:16–17) makes it clear that man was and is capable of 
receiving and understanding moral instruction—and is responsible for 
his obedience. If we disobey God, we “will surely die” (Gen. 2:17).2

DUTY

INSIGHTS
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OTHER SCRIP TURE

Ecc les iastes  12 : 7

Co loss ians  1 : 16-17

Romans  5 : 12

Psa lm 19 : 1-4

Ephes ians  5 :28

F i rs t  Cor inth ian s  15 : 42- 49

How was  Adam the  repre s e ntat i ve  of  a l l  o f  mank i nd?  Wh a t  p r iv i leges  d id  h e  

have?  What  respons ib i l i t i e s  d i d  he  have?  What  was  h is  ro le  in  esta b l i sh in g  a  

l egacy  for  the  rest  of  humani ty?  ( s e e  Romans  5 : 12 )  

What  ins ights  about  m arr i ag e  can  be  g le ane d f rom Gen  2 : 1 8-25?   Wh a t  d oes  th is  

part icu lar  passage  te l l  us  about  God ’s  de s i g n ,  care ,  an d  p u rp ose  for  m a rr ia ge?   

How does  your  l i fe  match  up  wi th  what ’s  de s cr i be d  in  th is  p a ssa ge?

Genes is  2  conc ludes  wi th ,  “ the  man and  h i s  w i fe  we re  b oth  n a ked  a n d  n ot  

ashamed”.   Whi le  the  fi rs t  marr i e d  couple  was  l i te ra l ly  n a ked ,  th ere  a re  d eep  

sp i r i tua l  impl icat ions  wi th i n  th i s  pas s ag e  as  we l l .   Ho w  d id  a n  a b sen ce  of  s in  

a l low for  f reedom,  joy,  and  f u l l  t rans pare ncy?   How ha s  s in  in  you r  l i fe  p reven ted  

these  wonderfu l  g i f ts?

GOING DEEPER
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How does  the  Gospe l  enab le  us  to  move  pas t  the  s i n s  f rom  ou r  p a st  a n d  l i ve  in  

f reedom go ing  forward?  Re ad  F i rs t  Cor i nth i ans  15 : 42-49 a n d  reflect  on  th e  

beaut i fu l  rea l i ty  that  Je s us  i s  “ the  las t  adam.”  Take  a  m in u te  to  p ray  togeth er,  

thank ing  God  for  Jesu s ’  s acr i fic i a l  de ath  for  your  s i ns .

NOTES
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

Where  do  you  see  bro ke nne s s  and  s i n  i n  the  wor ld  a rou n d  you?   Wh a t  im p a ct  

does  th is  have  on  you r  l i fe?   

Chr is t ians  somet imes  ta lk  about  be i ng  “s ave d .”   What  exa ct ly  a re  w e b e in g  

“saved”  f rom when we  put  our  f a i th  i n  Chr i s t?   D o  you  b e l ieve  you  n eed  to  b e  

“saved”?

THE  FALL [  3 : 1  -  3 : 24  ]

Adam and Eve  were  be i ng s  cre ate d  i n  God ’s  i mag e  and  p la ced  in to  h is  good  a n d  

perfect  wor ld .  Th is  th i rd  chapte r  of  Ge ne s i s  ( fo l lowin g  th e  crea t ion  a n d  m a n kin d  

or ig ins)  i s  another  s tory  of  or i g i n  –  the  or i g i n  of  s i n  a n d  th e  b roken  w or ld  th a t  

every  man and  woman  has  s i nce  be e n born  i nto .

Satan ,  in  the  form of  a  s e rpe nt ,  approache d the  wom a n  (soon  to  b e  n a m ed  Eve)  

and  began a  conversat i on  wi th  he r.  T hroug h the i r  co nversa t ion  h e  d ece ived  h er  

in to  th ink ing  she  shou ld  e at  f rom the  Tre e  of  K nowled ge  of  G ood  a n d  Ev i l .  Sh e  

and  Adam both  ate  f ru i t  f rom the  t re e  and  be came  aw a re  th a t  th ey  w ere  n a ked .  

God  came into  the  garde n a  l i t t le  b i t  l a te r,  and  the y  covered  th em selves  w i th  

leaves  and  h id  f rom H i m.  Whe n God as ke d  i f  the y  ate  f rom  th e  t ree ,  A d a m  b la m ed  

Eve ,  and  Eve  b lamed the  s e rpe nt .  God  the n  curs e d  th e  serp en t ,  th e  w om a n ,  a n d  

Adam,  each  in  d i f feren t  ways .  Adam name d Eve .  God  m a d e A d a m  a n d  Eve  c loth in g  

out  of  an imal  sk ins .  In  orde r  to  ke e p  Adam and Eve  f rom  ea t in g  f rom  th e  Tree  of  
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Doubt - Makes you question God’s Word and his goodness

Discouragement - Make you look at your problems rather than at God

Diversion - Makes the wrong things seem attractive so that you will 
want them more than the right things

Defeat - Makes you feel like a failure so that you don’t even try

Delay - Makes you put off doing something so that it never gets done

SATAN’S PLAN 1
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L i fe  and  l i v ing  forever  i n  the i r  ne w s tate ,  God  ban i s hed  th em  from  th e  ga rd en  

and  put  the  Tree  of  L i fe  unde r  g uard .  

1 Life Application Study Bible by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc 1991

There are spiritual realities that we are still shielded and protected 
from. There is a spiritual realm that we cannot see…for our own good. 
But just because our eyes are not always open to this doesn’t mean it’s 
not there. If we were to be aware of all that was part of the spiritual 
realm, it would probably overwhelm us, and the evil part of it would 
paralyze us. But, God “opens our eyes” to the good parts as well, 
revealing his spiritual truths and Word more and more as we walk 
with Him and are taught by the Holy Spirit (First Corinthians 2:9-3:2; 
John 16: 12-15) Many of the spiritual realities that we are not fully 
aware of – both evil and good – we will never fully grasp until we are 
united with God in heaven.

“THEIR EYES
WERE OPENED”

The serpent was cursed to slide on its belly and to have enmity with 
people. The woman was given pain in childbearing and frustration 
with her husband. The man was given hard working conditions.  Each 
individual was held accountable for his or her sin in a different way, 
but only the snake and the ground were actually “cursed.” 

THE CURSES

When Adam and Eve sinned, they realized something was wrong and 
tried to hide themselves with fig leaves. God, in foreshadowing the 
eventual sacrifice that would be needed to cover all of our sins, made 
the first blood sacrifice here when he sacrificed an animal in order to 
sufficiently cover them. Human effort and leaves were not enough. To 
“cover themselves” adequately they needed God to do it, and with a 

FORESHADOWING
THE FIRST SACRIFICE

(JESUS)

INSIGHTS
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blood sacrifice. This introduces the fact that in order to cover over sin, 
self-effort will get us nowhere, and a God-given blood sacrifice is 
needed.

In verse 22 we again see God referring to himself in the plural: “one of 
us,” hinting at a plurality in the Godhead and signifying that the Trinity 
has always been in existence.

TRINITY

When Adam and Eve are banished from the garden, this is a
consequence of their actions that is in a sense a punishment, but also 
a big act of mercy. God was sparing them from living in a sinful state 
forever. Death was now the only means to a life united with God.

MERCY IN
PUNISHMENT

OTHER SCRIP TURE

Genes is  2 : 16-17

Isa iah  14

Ezek ie l  28

F i rs t  Cor inth ian s  15 : 2 0 - 2 2

Fi rs t  T imothy  2 : 1 1 -15

Reve lat ion  12

Satan  APPROAC H ES,  and  the  woman EN GAGES (d oesn’ t  w a lk  aw ay)

Satan  asks  a  qu e s t i on  that  QU EST ION S GOD ’ S  WO R D

The woman ADD S TO GOD ’ S  WORD  ( “you  mus t  n ot  tou ch  i t…” )

Satan  REFUTES GOD ’ S  WORD  W IT H  A  T WIST ED L IE

The  woman TRUSTS AN OT H ER B ESID ES GOD,  a n d  fo l low s  h er  ow n  HE A RT/ 

MIND/LOGIC  to  make  a  cho i ce

The  woman BRI N GS AN OT H ER P ERSON  IN TO HER  S IN

She ,  a long  wi th  he r  hus band ,  t r i e s  to  COV ER UP HER  S IN  a n d  h id e  f rom  

God .

How does  the  re la t ion s h i p  be twe e n God and  M an chan ge  a s  a  resu l t  o f  s in?   

Cons ider  the  fo l lowing  s e r i e s  of  e ve nts  i n  Ge ne s i s  3 : 1 -7 :

GOING DEEPER



45 IN THE  BEGINNING

Do you  see  th is  same pat te rn  happe ni ng  wi th  us  today?   How  w ou ld  you  h ave  

responded i f  you  foun d yours e l f  i n  Eve’s  s i tuat i on?

In  Genes is  3 :7,  Adam a nd Eve  los e  the i r  i nnoce nce  an d  rea l i ze  h ow  n a ked  a n d  

unworthy  they  are .  The i r  i ns tant  re act i on  i s  to  make  cover in gs  ou t  of  leaves  for  

themselves  and  t ry  to  h i de .  How doe s  th i s  e xample  com p a re  to  th e  se l f-ef for t  or  

h id ing  we as  Chr is t ians  of te n  e ng ag e  i n  af te r  we’ve  s in n ed ?   Why  d o  you  th in k  w e 

re ly  on  our  own se l f-ef for ts  i ns te ad  of  runn i ng  d i re ct ly  to  G od ?   How  d oes  th e  

Gospe l  f ree  us  f rom our  ne e d  to  “e f for t ”  our  way  to  G od ?

Read Romans  5 : 12-2 1 ,  and  d i s cus s  what  i t  me ans  i n  re la t ion  to  G en es is  3  a s  a  

whole  (and  spec ifica l ly,  Ge ne s i s  3 : 15) .   How doe s  Ge n es is  3  p o in t  u s  to  th e  

Gospel?

Confess ion  i s  an  act  of  humi l i ty  that  w i l l  he lp  pre ve n t  u s  f rom  try in g  to  w ork  for  

our  own sa lvat ion .   Take  a  fe w mi nute s  to  pray  tog e th er,  con fess in g  you r  

tendency  to  fo l low af te r  your  s i n  nature ,  and  re me m b er in g  th a t  Jesu s  h a s  

a l ready  done  the  work  ne e de d to  s ave  us .

NOTES
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

What  connect ion  i s  the re  be twe e n what  a  pe rs on  be l ieves  a b ou t  G od  a n d  h ow  

they  t reat  other  people?   I s  the  ave rag e  pe rs on  i n  ou r  soc iety  t ru ly  con cern ed  

wi th  the  wel fare  of  othe rs?   What  are  s ome  of  the  w ays  p eop le  d od ge  

respons ib i l i ty  to  love  othe rs  and  rat i ona l i ze  be i ng  s e lfi sh?

MY BROTHER ’ S  KEEPER [  4 : 1  -  4 : 2 6  ]

Genes is  4  p icks  up  af te r  “ the  Fa l l ”  i n  chapte r  3 .   Hum a n i ty  h a d  t ra g ica l ly  

d isobeyed  God and  the i r  s i n  re s u l te d  i n  i s o la t i on  f rom  G od  a n d  ch a os  grea ter  

than  they  cou ld  have  imag i ne d .   Ge ne s i s  4  s pe aks  to  th e  a d va n ce  a n d  sp rea d  of  

s in ,  firs t  through inter pe rs ona l  re la t i ons h i ps  and  then  in to  th e  soc iet ies  th a t  

began to  form in  the  anc i e nt  wor ld .

The  consequences  of  s i n  be came  c le ar  i n  the  s e cond gen era t ion  w h en  Ca in  k i l led  

h is  own brother  Abe l .   Jus t  as  h i s  pare nts  had  be e n exp e l led  f rom  G od ’s  p resen ce  

in  the  garden ,  Ca in  was  e xpe l le d  f rom human s oc i e ty  to  u n d erta ke  a  l i fe  of  

wander ing .   Yet ,  desp i te  the  curs e  and  cons e que nce s ,  th ere  w a s  a  t ra ce  of  G od ’s  

grace ,  the  “mark  on  Ca i n ,”  s ymbol i z i ng  God ’s  prote ct ion . 1   Not  on ly  d id  Ca in  k i l l  

someone more  god ly  than  h i ms e l f,  he  de n i e d  re s pon s ib i l i ty  a n d  w ou ld  n ot  a ccep t  

the  consequences  of  h i s  act i ons .   In  the  Ne w Te s tam en t ,  Ju d e  (Ju d e  1 1 )  exp la in s  

the  “way  of  Ca in”  as  a  lack  of  f a i th  s hown i n  e nvy  of  G od ’s  d ea l in gs  w i th  th e  

r ighteous ,  par t icu lar ly  i n  murde r,  de ny i ng  re s pons i b i l i ty,  a n d  in  re ject in g  G od ’s  

pun ishment . 2  

1 Merrill, E. H. (1998). The Pentateuch. (D. S. Dockery, Ed.)Holman concise Bible commentary (p. 9). 
Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.
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Sacrifices should be offered & should be done by faith.

Israelites had responsibilities to their brothers—they were each 
others’ keepers and must not kill one another.

Homicidal blood polluted the land, crying out for vengeance.

Blood revenge was averted by God’s gracious protection.

Sin/guilt is punishable.

Life without God is dangerous and miserable.

Sometimes the elder brother was rejected in favor of the younger.

BIBLICAL THEMES

The two brothers in Genesis 4 were quite different types of people. 
Cain was unrighteous and worked the soil. Abel, since he kept sheep 
(Gen. 4:2), seemed to be striving after man’s original purpose by 
practicing dominion over life (Gen 1:28). In terms of worship, Abel 
went out of his way to please God (see Hebrews 11:6), whereas Cain 
was simply doing the bare minimum of his duty. These two types of 
people are still present today.

CONTRASTS
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Later  in  Genes is  4 ,  the  e me rg i ng  populat i ons  we re  not  s im p ly  d eve lop in g  cu l tu r-

a l ly  (see  Gen 4 :20-22)  and  e xpandi ng  g e og raph i ca l ly  (G en  4 : 1 6-1 7) ,  b u t  w ere  a lso  

l i v ing  in  the  rea l i ty  and  cons e que nce s  of  s i n ;  e v i l  wa s  su re ly  a d va n c in g .  La m ech  

k i l led  a  young  man who wounde d h i m and boas te d  a b ou t  th e  m u rd er  ( th e  w ord  in  

Gen 4 :23  i s  hārag ,  “ to  s lay,  to  s laug hte r” ) . 3  Lame ch a lso  d em a n d ed  grea ter  

vengeance  that  might  come  h i s  way  than  that  a f forded  to  Ca in  (G en  4 :24) .   Here  

we are  le f t  w i th  a  con tras t  be twe e n a  g od le s s  s oc i e t y  d efy in g  G od  w i th  th e  

re la t ive ly  r ighteous  l ine  f rom Se th  who be g an to  ca l l  on  (or  “p roc la im”)  th e  n a m e 

of  the  Lord  (Yahweh) . 4 

v ia  THE B IBLE KNOWL ED GE COM M EN TARY

2 J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck, Eds. The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 
1, p. 30). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
3 The Bible Knowledge Commentary
4 The Bible Knowledge Commentary

INSIGHTS



Though Cain murdered his brother and complained the punishment 
of wandering and having poor harvests (Gen. 4:10-12) was too harsh, 
God’s gracious character and faithfulness was still evident. God 
graciously protected him by some (unknown) mark that would be a 
deterrent to anyone who would kill him in return.

UNEXPECTED GRACE

Cain’s story presents a picture of us all. Because we have inherited 
Adam’s sin nature; “through the one man’s disobedience the many 
were made sinners (Romans 5:19).” And, in inheriting Adam’s sin 
nature, we have inherited the death that comes with it. For humanity 
to have any hope, the established bondage to sin and death would 
have to be broken.

INHERITANCE
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OTHER SCRIP TURE

Jude 1 1

Matthew 22 :39

Fi rs t  John 3 : 12 ,  3 : 15

Romans  5 : 12 ,  5 : 19

Matthew 18 :8-9

In  Genes is  4 :8-9,  Ca in’s  uncar i ng  words  e xpre s s e d  h is  u nw i l l in gn ess  to  a ccep t  

respons ib i l i ty  for  the  we l f are  of  h i s  own brothe r.   Con s id er  w h a t  you r  sp ou se ,  

f r iends ,  ne ighbors  and  co-worke rs  would  s ay  about  h ow  m u ch  you  ca re  for  th e i r  

wel fare .   I s  th is  sor t  o f  i nd i f fe re nce  to  othe rs  common  in  you r  l i fe?

The  legacy  of  s in  has  a  te rr i b le  t ra j e ctory ;  a f te r  Ca i n  k i l led  h is  b roth er  (G en .  4 :8) ,  

we  la ter  read  that  Lame ch k i l le d  as  we l l  (Ge n .  4 : 2 3) .  Yet ,  h i s  d ec la ra t ion  in  verse  

24  ind icates  that  h is  ve ng e ance  was  e xpone nt i a l l y  s evere .  Wh a t  s in (s )  h ave  you  

observed  in  your  l i fe ,  your  f ami ly,  and  your  s oc i e ty  t h a t  seem  to  get  

exponent ia l l y  worse  ove r  t i me?  

GOING DEEPER
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As  you  read  Genes is  4 : 8- 9,  note  how Ca i n  l i e s  to  a t tem p t  to  cover  h is  t ra cks .  

What  examples  in  popular  cu l ture  or  e ve n  i n  your  ow n  l i fe  ca n  you  th in k  of  w h ere  

one  s in  led  to  more  s in  i n  an  at te mpt  to  cove r  i t  up?  S in ce  s in  ca n n ot  b e  ign ored ,  

what  i s  needed to  t ru ly  de a l  w i th  the  re a l i ty  of  s i n?

How rad ica l ly  d i f ferent  i s  Je s us  i n  contras t  w i th  the  w ord s  a n d  d eed s  of  Ca in?  

Jesus  sa id  the  second  g re ate s t  commandme nt  was  to ,  “Love  you r  n e igh b or  a s  

yourse l f ”  (Matthew 22 : 3 9) .   True  love  i s  w i l l i ng  to  pay  a ny  p r ice ,  h ow  d id  Jesu s  

u l t imate ly  address  the  we l f are  of  othe rs?

The  Gospe l  says  we cannot  cove r  our  own s i n ,  but  rath er  th a t  w e  n eed  Jesu s  to  

cover  our  s in  for  us .   Take  a  mi nute  to  pray  tog e the r,  th a n k in g  G od  for  sen d in g  

Jesus  to  cover  our  s in  wi th  H i s  s acr i fic i a l  de ath  on  th e  cross .

NOTES
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

How d id  you  learn  abo ut  Noah and  the  F lood  accoun t  grow in g  u p?  Wh a t  sp ec ifi -

ca l ly  do  you  remembe r  about  the  s tory?

Noah was  asked  to  bu i ld  a  g i normous  boat  be fore  he  saw  ev id en ce  of  th e  com in g  

flood .   Have  you  ever  b e e n cha l le ng e d  to  e xe rc i s e  f a i th  in  th is  w ay,  to  fo l low  

God ’s  commands  wi thout  hav i ng  f u l l  unde rs tand i ng  of  w hy?  

THE  FLOOD [  5 : 1  -  8 : 2 2  ]

The B ib le  does  not  s tate  s pe c i fica l ly  whe re  Noah l i ved .   We d o  kn ow  from  th e  Text  

that  the  Ark  landed on  M t .  Ararat ,  wh i ch  i s  locate d  n orth  of  m od ern  d ay  I ra n .

Beg inn ing  in  Genes is  5  the  B i b l i ca l  s tory  t rans i t i ons  f rom  th e  Crea t ion  a ccou n t  to  

the  F lood  account .   Chapte r  5  de ta i l s  the  g e ne a log y  of  d escen d a n ts  f rom  A d a m  to  

Noah ,  cover ing  a  per iod  of  about  10 0 0  ye ars .   Dur i ng  th e  t im e of  Noa h  th e  

wickedness  of  man caus e s  God  to  “ b lot  out  man”  wi th  a  w or ld w id e  flood  th a t  

las ted  about  200 days .   B e caus e  God found f avor  wi th  Noa h ,  He  gave  Noa h  a n d  

h is  fami ly  spec ific  bu i ld i ng  i ns truct i ons  for  a  larg e  ark  th a t  en a b led  th em  to  

surv ive  the  flood .   A long  wi th  Noah and  h i s  f ami ly  the  A rk  ca rr ied  tw o of  every  

“sor t ”  or  “k ind”  of  an im al ,  a long  wi th  e noug h food  to  su sta in  l i fe  on  th e  A rk  

dur ing  the  flood .
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INSIGHTS

1.

2.

3.

4.

One notab le  membe r  of  the  g e ne a log y  f rom A d a m  to  Noa h  i s  En och .   Th e  

Text  says  that  Enoch  “walke d  wi th  God ,”  and  th a t  En och  d id  n ot  d ie  l ike  a  

typ ica l  person  but  rathe r  was  “ take n”  by  God  a n d  “d id  n ot  see  d ea th .”  (See  

Heb 1 1 :5 )

Even in  these  ear ly  accounts  the  s i n  nature  of  m a n  i s  ev id en t .   In  G en es is  

6 :5  i t  says  “every  i nte nt i on  of  the  thoug hts  of  h is  h ea rt  w a s  on ly  ev i l  

cont inua l ly.”   I t  was  the  wi cke dne s s  of  man th a t  evoked  th e  a rr iva l  o f  

wrath  of  God  in  the  form of  a  wor ldwi de  de luge .

The  B ib le  ca l l s  Noah a  “r i g hte ous  man ,”  and  of ten  t im es  i t  i s  a ssu m ed  th a t  

Noah’s  r ighteou s ne s s  come s  f rom h i s  own g oo d  w orks .   In  a ctu a l i ty,  in  

Genes is  6 :8  we s e e  that  Noah firs t  “ found f avor  in  th e  eyes  of  th e  Lord ,”  

and  then  he  i s  de s cr i be d  as  a  “r i g hte ous  man .”    Noa h  d id n’ t  fi n d  favor  w i th  

God  because  he  was  r i g hte ous ,  he  was  r i g hte o u s  b eca u se  h e  fou n d  favor  

wi th  God .   In  th i s  way  the  s tory  of  Noah i s  a  fo resh a d ow in g  of  th e  G osp e l .   

In  fact ,  the  word  “ f avor”  i s  actua l ly  the  He brew  w ord  “h en ,”  w h ich  ca n  a lso  

be  t rans lated  as  “g race .”   T h i s  i s  the  firs t  me n t ion  of  w ord  “gra ce”  in  th e  

B ib le ,  serv ing  as  an  i ntroduct i on  a  foundat i on a l  G osp e l  con cep t  th a t  i s  a  

cons is tent  them e  i n  the  Scr i pture  g o i ng  forwa rd .   Noa h  w a s  n ot  or ig in a l ly  a  

“r ighteous  man ,”  but  be came  one  by  God ’s  g race .  ( see  a lso  E p h es ia n s  

2 : 1-10)

In  Genes is  7 : 19  the  B i b le  s ays  “ the  wate rs  preva i led  so  m igh t i l y  on  th e  

earth  that  a l l  th e  h i g h  mounta i ns  unde r  the  w h ole  ea rth  w ere  covered .”   A  

flood of  th is  mag ni tude  cou ld  on ly  occur  by  the  m ira cu lou s  h a n d  of  G od .   I t  

speaks  to  the  imme ns e  powe r  of  God ,  and  to  how  ser iou s ly  G od  ta kes  s in ,  

that  God  found i t  ne ce s s ary  to  br i ng  a  wor ldw id e  flood .   Everyth in g  w a s  

destroyed ,  and  e ve ry  l i v i ng  th i ng  pe r i s he d ,  e xcep t  for  Noa h’s  fa m i ly  a n d  

the  an imals  on  the  Ark .      
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OTHER SCRIP TURE

Matthew 24 :36-4 4

Luke  17 :26-27

Romans  1 : 18-32

Ephes ians  2 : 1-10

Hebrews 1 1 :5-7

Second Peter  2 : 1- 5

Second Peter  3 : 1-15

Are  there  parts  of  Gene s i s  6 : 1  –  Ge ne s i s  8 : 2 2  that  are  d i ffi cu l t  for  you  to  b e l ieve?   

How do  you  approach  s e ct i ons  of  Scr i pture  that  de ta i l  even ts  th a t  cou ld  on ly  ta ke  

p lace  miracu lous ly?   D i s cus s  any  que s t i ons  or  doubts  you  m igh t  b e  fa c in g  in  

read ing  and  s tudy ing  t h i s  s tory.  

The  fact  that  God  detes ts  s i n  i s  e v i de nt  i n  th i s  s tory,  yet  in  G en es is  8 :2 1  G od  says  

“ I  w i l l  never  aga in  curs e  the  g round be caus e  of  man .”   I f  n ot  th rou gh  d estru ct ion ,  

how then  does  God  reve a l  H i s  wrath  today?   Re ad  Ro m a n s  1 : 1 8-32 ,  a n d  d iscu ss  

God ’s  response  to  s in  as  de s cr i be d  by  Paul .

In  Genes is  8 :20  the  B i b le  s ays ,  “ the n  Noah bu i l t  an  a l ta r  to  th e  Lord …a n d  h e  

sacr ificed  burnt  of fer ing s  on  i t .”   What  s acr i fic i a l  o f fer in gs  d oes  G od  req u i re  u s  to  

make  to  H im today?   On  the  one  hand ,  the  Gos pe l  s ays  Jesu s  b eca m e ou r  sa cr ifi ce  

“once  for  a l l .”  ( see  Hebre ws  10 : 10)   At  the  s ame  t i me ,  ou r  gra tefu l  resp on se  to  th e  

Gospe l  i s  to  of fer  our  l i ve s  i n  s acr i fic i a l  s e rv i ce  to  God .  ( see  Rom a n s  1 2 : 1 -2  a n d  

Hebrews  13 : 15-16)

GOING DEEPER
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In  Second Peter  3 : 1-15  we  s e e  that  whe re as  pre v i ous ly  G od  d e lu ged  th e  ea rth  

wi th  w ater,  now God i s  pat i e nt ly  wa i t i ng  for  Chr i s t i an s  to  sh a re  th e  good  n ew s of  

Jesus  wi th  more  people  s o  the y  wi l l  re pe nt  be fore  He  retu rn s .  Sp en d  som e t im e 

pray ing  together  for  thos e  pe ople  i n  your  l i fe  who do  n ot  yet  kn ow  G od ,  th a t  th ey  

would  hear  and  be l ieve  the  Gos pe l  and  be  s ave d .

NOTES
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

Noah and  h is  fami ly  h ad  j us t  be e n g i ve n  a  brand  ne w  b eg in n in g .   In  w h a t  a rea  of  

your  l i fe  have  you  expe r i e nce d  or  do  you  ne e d  to  e xp er ien ce  a  n ew  b eg in n in g?

NOAHIC COVENANT  [  9 : 1  -  9 : 2 8  ]

The “good”  ear th  that  God  had  cre ate d  i n  the  be g i nn in g  h a d  sp i ra led  d ow n  to  th e  

po int  where  God  cou ld n’ t  le t  i t  g o  on  l i ke  i t  was .  In  G en es is  6 ,  G od  saw  “ th a t  th e  

wickedness  of  man was  g re at  i n  the  e arth ,  and  that  every  in ten t ion  of  th e  

thoughts  of  h is  heart  was  on ly  e v i l  cont i nua l ly.  And  th e  Lord  w a s  sorry  th a t  h e  

had  made man on  the  e arth ,  and  i t  g r i e ve d  h i m to  h is  h ea rt .”  So ,  G od  h a d  ju st  

sent  a  flood over  the  ent i re  e ar th  to  de s troy  e ve ryth in g ,  save  Noa h ,  h is  fa m i ly,  

and two of  every  k ind  of  an i mal ,  who a l l  re mai ne d  s a fe  in  a n  a rk .  Here ,  w e  see  

yet  another  or ig in  account ,  or  “g e ne s i s”  s tory.  W i th  Noa h’s  fa m i ly  a n d  th e  

an imals ,  God  was  creat i ng  anothe r  be g i nn i ng  on  e art h .

Chapter  9  beg ins  wi th  God  b le s s i ng  Noah and  h i s  s ons ,  g iv in g  th em  a  com m a n d  

“ to  be  f ru i t fu l  and  mul t i p ly  and  fi l l  the  e arth”  that  e ch oes  th e  on e  h e  gave  A d a m  

and Eve  in  Genes is  1 .  God  g ave  the m an i mals  –  no  longer  ju st  p la n ts  –  a s  food  to  

eat .  He  a lso  gave  the  command not  to  k i l l  anothe r  person ,  b eca u se  p eop le  a re  

made in  H is  image .  Go d  made  a  cove nant  wi th  Noah a n d  a l l  l i v in g  crea tu res  th a t  

he would  never  destroy  the  wor ld  wi th  a  fl ood ag a i n .  He  gave  th em  a  s ign  of  th is  

covenant  in  the  form of  a  ra i nbow.

GE T T ING S TARTED

BACKGROUND/CONTEX T

SUMMARY



Chapter 9 begins with God blessing Noah and his sons, giving them a 
command that echoes the one he gives Adam and Eve in Genesis 1 and 
signifying another new beginning on earth. 

NEW CREATION:
GOD VS. NOAH

Animals are given as food here. It is permissible to kill them for food, 
maybe because a lot of the vegetation had been destroyed so there 
wasn’t enough to sustain people. It’s possible that this is why the “fear 
and dread” would be on them now – whether that was something 
immediately given to them as a means of protection by God, or if it 
was just a natural eventual result of being killed by people. 

God immediately follows up with the clarification that people are not 
to kill other people though, and explains why – because “God made 
man in his own image.” 

ANIMALS VS.
HUMANS
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Noah and  h is  sons  –  She m,  H am,  and  Japhe th  –  le f t  th e  a rk .  Noa h ,  w h o h a d  

s tar ted  farming ,  got  drunk  on  wi ne  f rom h i s  v i ne yard .  He  p a ssed  ou t  n a ked  in  h is  

tent ,  and  Ham saw h im  and to ld  h i s  brothe rs .  She m an d  Ja p eth  took  a  coa t  a n d  

brought  i t  in  to  cover  the i r  f a the r,  wa lk i ng  i n  backwa rd  so  th ey  d id n’ t  see  h im .  

When Noah woke  up ,  h e  curs e d  Canaan ( H am’s  s on)  a n d  b lessed  h is  tw o oth er  

sons  w ho had  respectfu l ly  cove re d  h i m.  Noah l i ve d  350 yea rs  fo l low in g  th e  flood ,  

and d ied  at  the  age  of  950.  

Water as part of this covenant is significant in the sense that it 
symbolizes cleansing. First creation fell, then it was cleansed by water, 
and even though people will still sin, God promised it wouldn’t be 
destroyed ever again. This is how it works with us on a spiritual level 
as well: we initially fall, we are cleansed - which is symbolized by 
water in baptism - and then we are saved. Once we’re saved, we can’t 
lose our salvation; God’s promise to save us stands.

Water in the form of a flood destroyed all the sin and cleansed the 
world - pointing towards God's future plan to destroy the sin and 
cleanse us. The water of baptism is symbolic of the point where God 
destroys the sin of my past life and I’m cleansed by the blood of Jesus 
(baptism is not in itself the thing that saves, but is a representation of 
the thing that saves)…and then, just like Noah, I'm commanded to be 
“fruitful and multiply and increase” - spiritually speaking. (See First 
Peter 3:18-22)

BAPTISM AND
RAINBOW

INSIGHTS
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God sets his bow in the clouds as a sign of his covenant to never wage 
war on the earth in the form of flood ever again. A popular children’s 
Bible says it this way: 

The first thing Noah did was to thank God for rescuing them, just as he 
had promised. And the first thing God did was make another promise. 
“I won’t ever destroy the world again.” And like a warrior who puts 
away his bow and arrow at the end of a great battle, God said, “See, I 
have hung up my bow in the clouds.” And there, in the clouds – just 
where the storm meets the sun – was a beautiful bow made of light. 
It was a new beginning in God’s world. 

From The Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones, Zondervan 
2009

RAINBOW

OTHER SCRIP TURE

Genes is  1 :28-30

Genes is  6 :5-8 ;  

Genes is  6 : 1 1 -13

F i rs t  Peter  3 : 18 - 2 2

What  i s  revea led  about  God  i n  the  f act  that  He  has  prom ised  to  n ever  a ga in  w ip e  

humani ty  of f  the  face  of  the  e arth  de s p i te  the  f act  t h a t  w e  con t in u e  to  s in?   How  

does  th is  make  you  fe e l  about  God?

Genes is  9  shows that  God  us e s  Noah e ve n  thoug h he  con t in u es  to  s t ru gg le  w i th  

s in .   Are  you  tempted  to  e xc lude  the  pos s i b i l i ty  of  God  u s in g  you  b eca u se  you  s t i l l  

s t rugg le  wi th  s in  or  have  s i nne d  i n  the  pas t?

GOING DEEPER
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NOTES

Noah has  just  seen  God wi pe  man f rom the  f ace  of  th e  ea rth  b eca u se  of  th e i r  s in ,  

yet  he  s ins  b la tant ly  and  qu i ck ly  a f te r  th i s  e ve nt .   Why  d o  you  th in k  w e ( l ike  

Noah)  tend  to  choose  to  s i n  to  e as i ly  e ve n  whe n we  kn ow  G od 's  d is ta ste  for  s in?

God made a  promise  to  cre at i on  as  a  whole  that  he  wou ld  n ot  d estroy  i t  in  th is  

fash ion  aga in ,  even  thoug h he  kne w that  M an would  go  r igh t  on  s in n in g .   In  th is  

way,  God ’s  covenant  h ad  noth i ng  to  do  wi th  the  pe rform a n ce  of  Ma n ,  b u t  ra th er  

the  grace  of  God .   Spend s ome  t i me  thank i ng  God  for  th e  G osp e l ,  th a t  th rou gh  

Jesus  He  has  set  us  f re e  f rom ce rta i n  de ath  and  a ls o  f rom  ou r  n eed  to  p erform  in  

order  to  be  saved .
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

How would  our  wor ld  be  d i f fe re nt  wi thout  the  lang u a ge  b a rr ier  th a t  h a s  ex is ted  

s ince  th is  t ime?   Are  t he re  advantag e s  to  the  many  la n gu a ges  sp oken  in  ou r  

wor ld  today,  or  would  you  pre fe r  a  wor ld  whe re  e ve r yon e  sp oke  th e  sa m e 

language?

THE  TOWER [  1 0 : 1  -  1 1 : 9  ]

The Tower  of  Babe l  wa s  l i ke ly  locate d  i n  what  i s  now  m od ern  d ay  Syr ia .

In  Genes is  1 1 :7  when th e  te xt  s ays ,  “ Come ,  le t  us  g o  dow n  a n d  con fu se  th e i r  

language…”  i t ’s  a  refere nce  to  God ’s  e x i s te nce  i n  the  form  of  th e  Tr in i ty…on e G od  

in  three  persons .

Genes is  10  s tar ts  w i th  a  le ng thy  l i s t  o f  name s  ca l le d  a  gen ea logy.   Wh i le  th ese  

l i s ts  can  seem ted ious  to  re ad ,  the y  of te n  i ntroduce  key  p eop le  th a t  G od  w a n ts  u s  

to  know about  as  we re ad  H i s  Word .   T h i s  s pe c i fic  l i s t  o f  n a m es  i s  referred  to  a s  

“The  Tab le  of  Nat ions ,”  and  i t  s hows  the  re ade r  how th e  d escen d a n ts  of  Noa h  w i l l  

be  d iv ided  and  scat tere d  af te r  the  towe r  of  B abe l  i n  Ch a p ter  1 1 .

Genes is  1 1 : 1 -9  then  recounts  the  h i s tory  of  the  pe ople  of  th e  ea rth  los in g  b oth  a  

common language  and  a  common h i s tory.    T h i s  i s  th e  fi n a l  t im e in  th e  Old  

Testament  Narrat ive  that  we  s e e  a l l  pe ople  of  the  e a rth  so  n a rrow ly  l in ked  w i th  

respect  to  h is tory  and  locat i on .

GE T T ING S TARTED

BACKGROUND/CONTEX T

SUMMARY



The sin that brings this destruction of common language is pride.  
While the people of Earth are only a few generationS out from the 
great flood, they think that their desires and will trump that of God, 
that they can be a great nation, and build a tower that will reach to 
Heaven.

PRIDE

The choice of the people to remain together, and build this great city 
was in direct opposition to what God had instructed.  God shows that 
the result of rebellion is punishment, in the moment and finally in 
death. In Genesis, since the fall in the first chapters, man has 
constantly (and will constantly) rebel against God’s will.

REBELLION

The destruction of Babylon sets up a precedent for God’s ability to 
deal with nations which reject and oppose him. These events remind 
the reader that while on earth the plans of great Super Powers seem 
unstoppable, that God is infinitely more powerful and able to destroy 
or redirect wayward nations as he sees fit.

GOD’S POWER OVER
THE NATIONS
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After  the  great  flood God i ns tructe d  Noah and  h i s  f am i ly  to  “b e  f ru i t fu l  a n d  

mult ip ly,  increase  great ly  on  the  e arth  and  mul t i p ly  in  i t .”   (G en .  9 :7)   Th is  

instruct ion  impl ied  a  s pre ad i ng  of  pe ople s  acros s  the  la n d  a s  th ey  h a d  ch i ld ren  

and  repopulated  the  land .   In  contras t  we  s e e  i n  chap ter  1 1  th a t  th e  p eop le  

dec ided  to  s tay  in  one  p lace  and  e ve ntua l ly  s tar t  the  con stru ct ion  of  th e  c i ty  a n d  

tower  of  Babe l .   I t  i s  im portant  to  note  that  the  s i n  of  th ese  p eop le  w a s  n ot  in  th e  

bui ld ing  of  a  tower,  bu t  i ns te ad  i n  i g nor i ng  the  comma n d  of  G od  to  “fi l l  th e  

earth .”   By  s tay ing  put  i n  an  at te mpt  to  bu i ld  a  g re at  c i ty,  th e  p eop le  d isob eyed  

the  c lear  instruct ion  God  g ave  the m.   As  a  re s u l t ,  the  Tow er  of  Ba b e l  b eca m e a  

symbol  of  the i r  pr ide ,  be l i e v i ng  the y  cou ld  re ach  he aven  th rou gh  th e i r  ow n  

ef for ts .

In  pun ishment  for  th is  t rans g re s s i on  and  pre ve nt i on  of  grea ter  s in ,  G od  con fu ses  

the  languages  of  the  pe ople  and  s pre ads  the m about  th e  ea rth .

INSIGHTS



While God did punish the people of earth for their sin, He did not 
destroy them as they deserve for their rebellion, instead he shows 
grace.  The reader knows how near the flood was to this event, and 
remembers that God has promised that he would not clear the Earth 
in this fashion again, a promise which he keeps.

GOD’S GRACE AND
COVENANT

COMMITMENT
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OTHER SCRIP TURE

Zephaniah  3 :9-1 1

John 17

Acts  2 : 1-10

Th is  passage  teaches  that  our  ab i l i ty  to  e as i ly  commu n ica te  a n d  re la te  a cross  th e  

ent i re  human race  was  de s troye d  i n  th i s  mome nt .   How  a re  you  th e  con seq u en ces  

of  th is  event  s t i l l  ev id e nt  i n  the  wor ld  today?   In  you r  ow n  l i fe?

Another  impl icat ion  o f  the  Towe r  of  B abe l  i s  d i s un i ty  in  th e  h u m a n  ra ce .   Wh ere  

in  your  communi ty/ne i g hborhood do  you  s e e  d i s un i t y?   Do  you  of ten  v iew  th is  a s  

“ just  the  way  i t  i s”  or  do  you  s e e  i t  as  the  d i re ct  re s u l t  o f  s in?

Pr ide  and  rebe l l ion  are  ke y  the me s  i n  th i s  pas s ag e .   Wh a t  a rea s  in  you r  l i fe  d o  

you find yourse l f  drawn to  re be l  ag a i ns t  Gods  wi l l ?   Wh ere  d o  you  fee l  you r  h ea rt  

pul l ing  you  towards  pr i de ,  th i nk i ng  that  “my way  i s  b et ter,”  or  “ I  d eserve  m ore?”

GOING DEEPER



61 IN THE  BEGINNING

The events  of  the  Tow e r  of  B abe l  br i ng  d i s un i ty  to  th e  p eop le  of  ea r th ,  w h i le  th e  

Gospe l  re instates  un i t y  among  a l l  be l i e ve rs .   Take  a  m in u te  to  th a n k  G od  for  u n i ty  

in  Chr is t ,  and  to  pray  tog e the r  for  un i ty  w i th i n  your  l i fe  grou p ,  fa m i ly,  ch u rch ,  

and  ne ighborhood .

NOTES
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

Who i s  your  o ldest  l i v ing  re la t i ve?   How much of  th i s  p erson’s  s tory  ca n  you  

share?

What  are  the  b iggest  promi s e s  you’ve  made  i n  your  l i fe?  How  a b ou t  p rom ises  th a t  

have  been made to  you?   How have  thos e  promi s e s  b een  fu lfi l led ,  or  b een  lef t  

unfu lfi l led?

ABRAHAM [  1 1 : 1 0  -  1 3 : 1 8  ]

Abram,  whose  name G od la te r  chang e d to  Abraham,  w a s  b orn  in  a  fa m ou s  c i ty  of  

the  anc ient  wor ld ,  Ur,  wh i ch  was  i n  pre s e nt- day  s outh ern  I ra q .  In  A b ra m’s  d ay,  

4 , 100  years  ago ,  Ur  was  ce nte r  of  a  r i ch  Sume r i an  cu l tu re ;  a  c i ty  l y in g  a lon g  th e  

Euphrates  that  boasted  monume nta l  arch i te cture ,  va st  w ea l th ,  com forta b le  

homes ,  mus ic ,  and  ar t . 1

In  Genes is  1 1  we  find the  e ar l i e s t  s hoots  i n  the  Je wi sh  fa m i ly  t ree .  A n d  s in ce  

“sa lvat ion  i s  f rom the  Je ws”  ( John 4 : 2 2 ) ,  Ge ne s i s  12  of fers  u s  th e  in i t ia l  b lu e-

pr ints  of  God ’s  great  p lan  of  s a lvat i on .  T houg h Abram “w orsh ip ed  oth er  god s”  

(Joshua  24 :2)  in  Ur,  whe n God s poke  to  h i m he  le f t  h is  c iv i l i za t ion ,  t rave led  to  

Canaan ,  and  began to  fo l low the  one  t rue  God .  Whe n w e rea d  a b ou t  G od ’s  ca l l in g  

of  Abram,  we are  actu a l ly  t rac i ng  a  s tory  l i ne  that  takes  u s  a l l  th e  w ay  to  Jesu s .

God  made s ign ificant  a nd  uncondi t i ona l  promi s e s  i nc lu d in g  d escen d a n ts ,  b less-

ings ,  and  land  to  Abram,  te l l i ng  h i m what  “ I  w i l l ”  do  (G en .  1 2 : 1 – 3) .  No  soon er  w ere
1 Richards, L. O. (1991). The Bible reader’s companion (electronic ed., p. 33). Wheaton: Victor Books.
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These words introduce the covenant promise in Genesis 12:2–3. The 
details are unclear at this point. But the general shape of God’s 
purpose is taking form.

“I WILL”

From Abraham, Arabs and Jews alike trace their origin. More than one 
nation now calls Abraham “father.”

“I WILL MAKE YOU
A GREAT NATION”

Reverence from millions in three great monotheistic faiths (Christian-
ity, Judaism, and Islam) has more than fulfilled this promise.

“I WILL BLESS YOU
AND MAKE YOUR

NAME GREAT”

From Abraham came the people of Israel. From Israel came both our 
Scriptures and our savior Jesus, the ultimate blessing! 

“I WILL BLESS YOU
A BLESSING”

66ABRAHAM

God ’s  promises  g iven  than  the i r  f u lfi l lme nt  was  “ threa ten ed .”  Fa ced  w i th  fa m in e ,  

Abraham deserted  the  “promi s e d  land .”   He  s howe d h is  ow n  la ck  of  fa i th  by  

pretend ing  h is  w i fe  was  h i s  s i s te r  and  p lac i ng  he r,  th ou gh  sh e  w a s  th e  p erson  

promised  to  produce  d e s ce ndants ,  i n  a  pote nt i a l l y  co m p rom is in g  p os i t ion  a s  a  

member  of  Pharaoh’s  hare m.  

By chapter  13  Abraham a l re ady  had  s pe nt  t i me  i n  Egyp t  (G en .  1 2 : 1 0– 20)  a n d  w a s ,  

by  God ’s  grace ,  coming  out  of  Eg ypt  wi th  r i che s  and  h on or.   Yet ,  in  th e  m id st  of  

occupy ing  Canaan ,  Abraham d i v i de d  the  land  be twe en  h im sel f  a n d  h is  n ep h ew  

Lot  af ter  d isputes  arose  about  land  us e .  None the le s s ,  th e  terr i tor ies  th rou gh  

which  he  had  prev ious ly  t rave le d  as  a  nomad now beca m e h is  in  p erm a n en t  

hab i tat ion ,  just  as  God  had  promi s e d  (Ge n .  13 : 4- 8) . 2

GOD’S  PROMISES v ia  T H E T EACH ER’ S  COM M EN TARY

2 Merrill, E. H. (1998). The Pentateuch. 

The rise and fall of many empires hinged on whether they supported 
or challenged God’s chosen people.

“I WILL BLESS THOSE
WHO BLESS YOU,

AND CURSE THOSE
WHO CURSE YOU”

INSIGHTS



God’s choice of Abraham and his children was not designed to exclude 
others. From the very beginning God’s choice of Israel was intended 
for the benefit of mankind. And on the return of Christ, the King, the 
fullness of blessing will be extended to all.

“IN YOU WILL ALL
THE FAMILIES OF THE

EARTH BE BLESSED”

The purposes of God, and the future of Israel, are focused on a partic-
ular place: a land, Palestine, where in our own day we’ve seen the 
planting once again of a Jewish state.

“TO YOUR
DESCENDANTS I WILL

GIVE THIS LAND”
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OTHER SCRIP TURE

Luke  24 :27

Romans  4 : 12

Acts  7 :2

Romans  8 :28

Matthew 18 :8-9

God ca l led  Abraham to  h i ms e l f… i t  was  by  God ’s  g race  th a t  A b ra h a m  b eca m e p a rt  

of  God ’s  fami ly.   Have  e ach  pe rs on  i n  the  g roup br i e fly  sh a re  th e i r  s tory  of  h ow  

God brought  them into  H i s  f ami ly.  Cons i de r  Abram’s  ep isod es  of  grea t  fa i th  in  

God  (Gen .  12 : 1-4) ,  as  w e l l  as  h i s  profound laps e s  i n  f a i th  (G en .  1 2 : 1 0-1 3) .   Wh a t  

have  been some h igh  and  low po i nts  of  your  own j ourn ey  of  fa i th?

His tor ica l ly  speak ing ,  whe re  d i d  the  Chr i s t i an  f a i th  com e f rom?  How  d oes  th e  

s tory l ine  of  the  Old  Tes tame nt  conne ct  to  Je s us  and  th e  G osp e l?

GOING DEEPER



3 Strassner, K. (2009). Opening up Genesis.
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Promises  are  on ly  as  good  as  thos e  who make  the m.  Wh a t  p rom ises  of  G od  d o  

you s t rugg le  to  be l ieve?  How are  you  do i ng  wi th  ke ep in g  p rom ises  in  th e  m ost  

important  re la t ionsh ip s  of  your  l i fe?

Chapter  12  verse  4  p la i n ly  s ays ,  “ So  Abram we nt  for t h  a s  th e  Lord  h a d  sp oken  to  

h im”.   How about  you?    Are  you  s i mply  obe y i ng  the  Lord ?   Or  a re  th ere  c lea r  

commandments  of  God  that  you  have  le f t  undone?  

A l l  d i sobed ience  bo i l s  down to  one  of  the  two .  E i ther  w e d o  n ot  ca re  w h a t  G od  

says  (he  i s  not  Lord) ;  or  we  do  not  be l i e ve  what  God  says  (w e d o  n ot  t ru st  h im ) . 3 

Take  some t ime as  a  group to  thank  God that  through  th e  G osp e l  w e  a re  a b le  to  

be l ieve  in  Jesus  as  Lord  and  e ntrus t  our  l i ve s  to  H i m.   Th en  p ray  for  fa i th  to  t ru st  

in  God ’s  promises  and  obe y  H i s  c le ar  commands .

NOTES
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

What  are  your  in i t ia l  t houg hts  about  the s e  e ve nts  –  th e  w a rs ,  A b ra m’s  rescu e  of  

Lot ,  and  of  God ’s  prom i s e s  to  Abram conce rn i ng  a  s on  a n d  a  la n d ?

Has  the  rea l i ty  of  war  e ve r  fe l t  re a l  i n  your  l i fe?   W ha t  ef fect  d id  th is  h ave  on  

you?  

ABRAHAMIC COVENANT
[  1 4 : 1  -  1 5 : 2 1  ]

KINGS VS .  CHEDORLAOM ER

In  Chapter  14 ,  five  k ing s  “re be l le d ,”  whi ch  me ant  they  s top p ed  p ay in g  th e i r  m on ey  

and goods  to  a  ru ler  name d Che dor laome r,  who’d  they  b een  p ay in g  for  tw elve  

years .  A  year  af ter  th is ,  Che dor laome r  and  h i s  a l l i e s  w en t  a rou n d  con q u er in g  

d i f ferent  c i t ies ,  and  whe n the y  came  up  i nto  the  re be l l in g  k in gs ’  reg ion ,  th e  k in gs  

went  out  to  fight  h im.  Che dor laome r  won and  p lundered  th e i r  c i t ies ,  on e  of  w h ich  

was Sodom.  Th is  resu l te d  i n  Abraham’s  ne phe w Lot ,  w h o w a s  l i v in g  in  Sod om ,  

be ing  taken  capt ive .

HEIRS

In  th is  t ime and  cu l ture ,  a  man wi thout  ch i ldre n  of  h is  ow n  w ou ld  com m on ly  

adopt  a  male  servant  to  be  h i s  he i r  and  g uard i an  of  h is  esta te .  Th is  i s  w h a t  

Abraham is  probably  p lann i ng  to  do  and  what  he  men t ion s  to  G od  in  G en es is  1 5 :3 .

GE T T ING S TARTED

BACKGROUND/CONTEX T



70ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

COVENANTS 

The  Abrahamic  Covenant  i s  an  uncondi t i ona l  cove na n t .  G od  m a d e p rom ises  to  

Abraham that  requ i red  noth i ng  of  Abraham.  Ge ne s i s  1 5 : 1 8-21  d escr ib es  a  p a rt  of  

the  Abrahamic  Covenant ,  s pe c i fica l ly  de a l i ng  wi th  th e  d im en s ion s  of  th e  la n d  G od  

promised  to  Abraham and h i s  de s ce ndants .   ( f rom GOTQ UESTIO NS.O R G )

In  the  t ime of  Abraham  cove nants  we re  made  by  two p a rt ies  w a lk in g  d ow n  a n  

a is le  l ined  wi th  p ieces  of  an i mals  on  e ach  s i de  of  the  a is le ,  sym b ol iz in g  “m ay  th is  

be  done  to  me i f  I  don’ t  ke e p  my word .”   T he  s moki ng  fu rn a ce  a n d  fla m in g  torch  

that  wa lked  through t he  an i mals  i n  th i s  cove nant  were  rep resen t in g  G od ,  sh ow in g  

that  God  took  the  fu l l  re s pons i b i l i ty  of  f u lfi l l i ng  the  coven a n t  on to  h im sel f.  He  

stopped Abraham from  part i c i pat i ng  by  br i ng i ng  a  deep  s leep  over  h im .  

CHAPTER 14

F ive  k ings  who had  “re be l le d”  the  pre v i ous  ye ar  ag a in st  th e i r  form er  ru ler,  

Chedor laomer,  came out  to  fig ht  h i m and h i s  a l l i e s .  C h ed or la om er  con q u ered  th e  

five  k ings ,  inc lud ing  th e  k i ng s  of  the  c i ty  of  Sodom a n d  G om orra h .  Th e  con q u er-

ing  k ings  took  Abram’s  ne phe w Lot  as  a  capt i ve  of  wa r,  s in ce  h e  w a s  l i v in g  in  

Sodom at  the  t ime .  Abram he ard  about  Lot ’s  capt i v i ty  a n d  took  3 1 8  t ra in ed  m en  

f rom h is  t r ibe  to  chase  af te r  Lot .  Abram’s  me n at tacked  th e  oth er  a rmy a t  n igh t  

and  rescued Lot ,  h i s  fa mi ly,  and  the  othe r  capt i ve s  o f  Sod om .  

On  Abram’s  way  back ,  the  K i ng  of  Sodom came  out  to  m eet  A b ra m .  A t  th e  sa m e 

t ime ,  the  k ing  of  Sa lem ( Me lch i ze de k) ,  who was  a ls o  h igh  p r iest ,  ca m e ou t  to  

Abram wi th  bread  and  wi ne .  Me lch i ze de k  b le s s e d  Abra m ;  A b ra m  gave  Melch ize-

dek  a  tenth  of  everyth i ng .  T he  k i ng  of  Sodom to ld  Abra m  h e  on ly  w a n ts  h is  

people  back  and  that  A bram s hould  ke e p  the  we a l th ,  b u t  A b ra m  w on’ t  a ccep t  

anyth ing  f rom the  k in g  of  Sodom.  T h i s  way,  he  s a i d ,  th e  k in g  of  Sod om  w ou ld  

never  be  ab le  to  c la im that  Abram’s  s ucce s s  i n  the  fu tu re  w a s  a  resu l t  o f  th ese  

possess ions .

SUMMARY
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CHAPTER 15

God came to  Abram in  a  v i s i on ,  as s ur i ng  h i m that  he  w ou ld  p rotect  a n d  rew a rd  

him.  Abram d idn’ t  unde rs tand  how God cou ld  “re ward  h im”  s in ce  h e  d id n’ t  h ave  a  

ch i ld  of  h is  own,  but  God  to ld  h i m that  that  he  would  h ave  h is  ow n  son ,  a lon g  

wi th  many  descendents  –  as  many  as  the  s tars  i n  the  sky.  A b ra m  b e l ieved  G od ,  

and  God counted  th is  as  r i g hte ous ne s s .  God  the n  to ld  h im  th a t  th e  la n d  h e  w a s  in  

would  be long  to  Abram one  day.  Abram as ke d  how he  w a s  su p p osed  to  b e l ieve  

th is ,  and  God to ld  h im to  g e t  s ome  an i mals  and  b i rds  a n d  b r in g  th em  to  h im .  

Abram cut  the  an imals  i n  ha l f  i n  pre parat i on  for  a  co ven a n t  cerem ony.  B i rd s  of  

prey  t r ied  to  get  to  the  de ad  an i mals  but  Abram chased  th em  aw ay.  A b ra m  fe l l  

in to  a  deep  s leep  and  had  a  v i s i on  f rom God that  to ld  h im  h is  d escen d en ts  w ou ld  

be  s laves  in  a  fore ign  land ,  but  that  40 0  ye ars  la te r  th ey ’d  com e ou t  of  i t  a n d  

come back  to  h is  own promi s e d  land .  A  fire pot  wi th  a  l i t  torch  p a ssed  b etw een  

the  p ieces  of  an imals ,  s e cur i ng  God ’s  cove nant  wi th  A b ra m  con cern in g  th e  

Promised  Land .  

Because  God a lone  pas s e d  be twe e n the  an i mals ,  H i s  coven a n t  w i th  A b ra h a m  w a s  

uncondi t iona l .  Noth ing  Abraham or  h i s  de s ce ndants  cou ld  d o  w ou ld  n u l l i fy  th is  

agreement ;  i t  s tands  fore ve r.   As  the  author  of  He brew s  w rote ,  "w h en  G od  m a d e a  

promise  to  Abraham,  s i nce  he  had  no  one  g re ate r  by  w h om  to  sw ea r,  h e  sw ore  by  

h imsel f. . ."  Hebrews  6 : 1 3

FATHER ABRAHAM

The name Melchizedek literally means “King of Righteousness” and 
King of Salem literally means “King of Peace,” so Melchizedek is both 
King of Righteousness” and King of Peace.

Salem is possibly the eventual Jerusalem, which makes it more 
interesting that this “King of Righteousness” and “King of Peace,” who 
is also a “high priest of the God Most High” is coming out of Jerusalem 
– foreshadowing Jesus and what is to come. 

Melchizedek comes out with bread and wine – a common form of 
refreshment then – but also a very familiar pairing to those of us 

MELCHIZEDEK:
A TYPE OF CHRIST

INSIGHTS
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familiar with the New Testament communion ceremony and all it 
represents in Christ.  

The “order of Melchizedek” talked about in the Psalms and in the New 
Testament is higher than the line of Aaron, or the Levites order of high 
priests. Jesus is a priest in “the order of Melchizedek,” meaning his 
priesthood is forever, different from, and superior to anything from 
the Levitical Priesthood.  (Hebrews 7:1-10)

Abraham’s response to being blessed is one of generosity. He gives a 
tenth, which according to First Samuel 8, is a king’s share of goods. 

TITHING

This is the first time we see faith in God’s promise, and we see this 
faith credited as righteousness by God. Righteousness has ALWAYS 
been through faith, in both the Old and New Testament. 

Before Christ, it was by faith in God’s promises and the promised 
future Messiah. People in the Old Testament offered sacrifices as an 
expression of their faith – it was not the sacrificial act itself that saved 
them, but the faith involved as they made the sacrifice. These sacrific-
es were in anticipation of the final sacrifice that would someday come. 
Today, righteousness is by faith in God’s promises and Jesus the 
Messiah. In our time, we don’t look ahead in anticipation, but rather 
we look back with thankfulness on the sacrifice of Jesus. 

So both then and now, it has always been based on faith. Abraham 
looked ahead and hoped for these promises. We look back and 
remember these promises. They all hinge on the same point though - 
that time in history where God fulfilled his promise to us: the Cross of 
Jesus Christ.

BELIEF = 
RIGHTEOUSNESS

OTHER SCRIP TURE

Psa lm 1 10 :4

Romans  4 : 1-5

Ga lat ians  3

Hebrews 4 : 14-16

Hebrews 7 : 1-10

Second Peter  2 : 5-10
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God s tepped down to  e arth  and  made  a  cove nant  pro m ise  w i th  A b ra h a m .   Wh a t  

does  th is  revea l  to  us  about  God?   W hat  doe s  i t  re vea l  a b ou t  H is  d es i re  for  th e  

people  He  has  created?

Abraham be l ieved ,  and  th i s  be l i e f  i s  what  g ave  h i m r igh teou sn ess .   G a la t ia n s  3 :8  

says  “And the  Scr ipture ,  fore s e e i ng  that  God  would  ju st i fy  th e  G en t i les  by  fa i th ,  

preached the  gospe l  be fore hand to  Abraham,  s ay i ng ,  “ In  you  sh a l l  a l l  th e  n a t ion s  

be  b lessed .”   What  doe s  Abraham’s  e xpe r i e nce  te ach  u s  a b ou t  th e  G osp e l?

In  the  same way  God enacte d  and  ke pt  H i s  cove nant  w i th  A b ra h a m ,  He  h a s  d on e  

so  in  the  moment  of  s a lvat i on  for  us .   How doe s  God ’s  fa i th fu ln ess  to  A b ra h a m  

g ive  you  confidence  in  t i me s  of  unce rta i nty?   How do es  i t  m ot iva te  you  to  l i ve  

your  l i ve  for  God ’s  g lory?

The  fact  that  God  set  i n  mot i on  H i s  p lan  for  s a lvat i on  a l l  th e  w ay  b a ck  in  th e  t im e 

of  Abraham is  a  test im ony  of  H i s  g re at  love  for  us .   Ta ke  som e t im e to  th a n k  G od  

for  grac ious ly  pursu ing  us ,  and  for  H i s  powe rf u l  Gosp e l  th a t  h a s  g iven  u s  sa lva -

t ion  through Jesus  Chr i s t .

GOING DEEPER

NOTES
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

Fami ly  l i fe  can  be  compl i cate d .   What  are  s ome  of  th e  u n iq u e  ch a l len ges  you  

have  faced  because  of  your  own f ami ly  dynami c?

What  are  you  look ing  forward  to  i n  your  l i fe  that  hasn’ t  h a p p en ed  yet?   Gra d u a -

t ion?   Employment?   M arr i ag e?   What  are  you  wa i t i ng  for?

TWO BROTHERS ,  TWO NATIONS
[  1 6 : 1  -  1 7 : 2 7  ]

Dur ing  the  t ime of  Abr am i t  would  not  have  be e n uncom m on  for  in fer t i le  cou p les  

to  bear  ch i ldren  throug h the i r  fe male  s e rvants  i n  order  to  p rod u ce  a  m a le  h e i r  to  

perpetuate  the  fami ly  l i ne .   I t  was  a ls o  not  unus ua l  for  m en  to  h ave  m u l t ip le  

wives  and  mul t ip le  ch i ldre n  wi th  e ach  wi fe .

The “w ay  of  Shur”  whe re  the  ang e l  finds  H ag ar  (Ge n .  1 6 :7)  i s  th e  a rea  b etw een  

southern  I s rae l  and  northe rn   Eg ypt .   

In  Genes is  16  Abram and Sara i  take  matte rs  i n to  the i r  ow n  h a n d s  w h en  i t  com es  

to  fu lfi l l ing  God ’s  promi s e  to  br i ng  for th  a  nat i on  throu gh  th em .   Sa ra i  g ives  h er  

servant  Hagar  to  Abram as  a  s e cond wi fe ,  and  s he  co n ce ived  a  ch i ld .   Th is  ca u sed  

a  r i f t  between Sara i  an d  H ag ar,  and  H ag ar  fl e d  i nto  t h e  w i ld ern ess .   G od  sen t  a n  

ange l  to  v i s i t  Hagar,  an d  promi s e d  he r  that  a  hug e  na t ion  w ou ld  resu l t  f rom  h er  

son .   Hagar  then  gave  b i r th  to  a  s on ,  and  name d h i m Ish m a el  a s  G od  h a d  in stru ct-

ed  her  to  do .

GE T T ING S TARTED

BACKGROUND/CONTEX T

SUMMARY
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In  Genes is  17  God  com e s  to  v i s i t  Abram to  re - e s tab l i sh  H is  coven a n t  w i th  h im ,  

and in  the  process  he  re name s  h i m “Abraham.”   As  a  s ign  of  th is  coven a n t  G od  

inst i tutes  the  pract ice  of  c i rcumci s i on  for  a l l  boys  w h en  th ey  a re  e igh t  d ays  o ld .   

God then  promises  tha t  Sara i  he rs e l f  w i l l  have  a  s on ,  in  sp i te  of  th e  fa ct  th a t  

both  her  and  Abraham  we re  both  ove r  90  ye ars  o ld .   Th is  n ew s  i s  so  in cred ib le  to  

Abraham he  fe l l  on  h is  f ace  and  laug he d ,  and  of fe red  I sh m a el  a s  th e  so lu t ion  to  

God ’s  p lan .   God  to ld  Abraham that  Sara i  would  g i ve  b i r th  w i th in  th e  n ext  yea r.     

For  Abraham and Sarah  i t  was  cu l tura l ly  acce ptab le  to  a l low  A b ra h a m  to  h ave  a  

sexua l  un ion  wi th  Hag ar  i n  orde r  to  produce  a  ch i ld ,  b u t  a t  th e  sa m e t im e i t  w en t  

aga inst  the  c lear  commands  and  promi s e s  God  had  g iven  to  th em .  I t  w a s  n ot  

God ’s  des i re  for  them to  conce i ve  the i r  “promi s e d”  son  th rou gh  Ha ga r,  s in ce  G od  

then  prov ided  I saac  th roug h Sara i .

Humanly  speak ing ,  the  c i rcums tance s  Abraham and Sa ra i  fa ced  seem ed  d a u n t in g .   

They  had  got ten  so  o ld ,  and  wa i te d  s uch  a  long  t i me ,  th a t  th e  p oss ib i l i ty  th a t  G od  

would  fu lfi l l  the  prom i s e  to  b i r th  a  nat i on  throug h th em  b eca m e im p oss ib le  to  

be l ieve .   When we face  th i s  k i nd  of  te ns i on ,  i t ’s  i mporta n t  to  rem em b er  th a t  G od  

sees  w hat  we do  not  se e ,  and  knows  what  we  do  not  kn ow.   In  fa ct ,  in  I sa ia h  55 :8  

God  says  “your  ways  a re  not  M y  ways . ,”   and  Prove rb s  3 :5  says  “ t ru st  in  th e  Lord  

wi th  a l l  your  heart ,  and  do  not  le an  on  your  own und ersta n d in g .”   G od  i s  t ru st-

worthy…He has  demons trate d  th i s  throug h H i s  f a i thfu ln ess  in  sen d in g  Jesu s  to  

d ie  for  us  on  the  cross .   God  i s  powe rf u l… He  has  de m on stra ted  th is  in  Jesu s  

r i s ing  f rom the  dead .   Now that  we  are  ab le  to  look  b a ck  on  th e  s tory  of  A b ra h a m  

and Sara i ,  we  can  see  what  the y  cou ld  not .   God ’s  p la n  w a s  p erfect ,  a n d  He  

fu lfi l led  every  promise  He  made .   T hat ’s  an  i ncre d i b le  en cou ra gem en t !     

INSIGHTS

OTHER SCRIP TURE

I sa iah  55 :8-9

Matthew 1 : 1 -2

Romans  4

Galat ians  4 :2 1-5 : 1
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What  are  some cho ices  you  f ace  that  are  cu l tura l ly  a ccep ta b le  b u t  B ib l i ca l ly  

proh ib i ted?   How do  yo u  re s pond whe n f ace d  wi th  the  tem p ta t ion  to  t ru st  in  th e  

wisdom of  the  wor ld  rathe r  than  the  wi s dom of  God ’s  Word ?

Are  you  pat ient?   Part  of  the  s t rug g le  for  Abraham an d  Sa ra h  fa ced  w a s  th a t  i t  

took  a  long  t ime for  God ’s  promi s e  to  be  f u lfi l le d ,  and  th ey  b eca m e im p a t ien t .   

Pat ience  can  be  defined as  the  ab i l i ty  to  ca lmly  e ndure  in  ch a l len g in g  s i tu a t ion s ,   

How do  you  respond w he n c i rcums tance s  are  d i f ficu l t ,  w h en  th in gs  d on’ t  h a p p en  

in  the  manner  or  t imin g  you  de s i re?   Are  you  anx i ous  a n d  i r r i ta b le ,  or  d o  you  

ca lmly  endure?

God fu lfi l led  H is  promis e  to  Abraham and Sarah  i n  s p i te  of  th e i r  d i sob ed ien ce  to  

H im.   Can  you  th ink  of  a  t i me  whe n you’ve  fe l t  humb led  by  G od ’s  gra ce  tow a rd  

you?   How aware  are  you  on  a  da i ly  bas i s  that  the  b lood  of  Jesu s  covers  you r  s in  

and  enables  you  to  be  us e d  by  God  for  H i s  g lory?

Cons ider  the  genea log y  i n  M atthe w 1 : 1 - 2 … God us e d  th e  m ira cu lou s  b i r th  of  I sa a c  

to  eventua l ly  prov ide  our  Sav i or  Je s us  throug h a  mi ra cu lou s  v i rg in  b i r th .   Sp en d  

some t ime thank ing  Go d  for  H i s  pe rfe ct  Gos pe l  p lan ,  th a t  by  H is  gra ce  He  a lw ays  

intended to  br ing  for th  Je s us  to  l i ve  a  pe rfe ct  l i fe  and  to  d ie  for  ou r  s in s .

GOING DEEPER
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

What  have  you  recent ly  obs e rve d  i n  the  ne ws  that  you  fou n d  d i ffi cu l t  to  b e l ieve?   

What  was  your  respon s e?

SARAH LAUGHS [  1 8 : 1  -  1 8 : 2 1  ]

At  th is  t ime in  Abraham and Sarah’s  l i fe  the y  we re  very  o ld  a n d  very  w ea l thy,  

w i th  over  300 servants .   T he y  had  s e t t le d  i n  M amre  (w h ich  m ea n s  “ fa tn ess” ) ,  

wh ich  was  about  twenty  mi le s  s outh  of  B e th le he m,  th e  tow n  Jesu s  w ou ld  b e  

born  in  over  2 ,000 years  la te r.  

When Abraham was  v i s i te d  by  the  Lord  and  two ang e ls ,  h e  sh ow ed  th em  su p erb  

hosp i ta l i ty  (Gen .  18 : 1–8) .   T he  Lord  and  H i s  ang e ls  con fi rm ed  G od ’s  p rom ise  th a t  

Sarah  would  have  a  so n .   As  Sarah  ove rhe ard  the  messa ge ,  sh e  la u gh ed  in  u t ter  

d isbe l ie f  because  of  he r  o ld  ag e  (Ge n .  18 : 9–15) ;  s he  t h ou gh t  i t  w a s  too  h a rd  for  

the  Lord .   When confronte d  by  the  Lord  wi th  he r  doub t in g  la u gh ter,  Sa ra h  th en  

l ied ,  deny ing  she  had  laug he d .   In te re s t i ng ly,  whe n t h e  b a by  w a s  b orn ,  h e  w a s  

ca l led  “ I saac”,  wh ich  me ans  ‘he  laug hs ’.   In  s p i te  of  Sa ra h’s  b eh av ior,  G od  w a s  

fa i thfu l ,  even  when on e  of  H i s  pe ople  was  not .  

As  the  ange ls  le f t ,  the  Lord  to ld  Abraham about  the  ju d gm en t  of  th e  w icked  c i t ies  

of  Sodom and Gomorrah  (Ge n .  18 : 16–2 1 )  whe re  Abraha m’s  n ep h ew  Lot  l i ved .  

Abraham was  chosen by  God  and  was  to  i ns truct  h i s  fa m i ly  to  keep  th e  w ay  of  th e  

Lord  by  l i v ing  wi th  r ighte ous ne s s  and  j us t i ce  (Ge n .  18 : 1 9) .
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1 Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). Be Obedient. “Be” Commentary Series (p. 73). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

 

In Genesis 18, the word for Lord is translated as Yahweh or Jehovah 
which is the proper name of the God of Israel.

“LORD”

Though Abraham was very old and wealthy, he served the Lord 
anyway. Abraham could have entrusted this task to one his more than 
300 servants (Gen. 14:14). Instead of passing off the task, Abraham 
ministered to the Lord personally.

SERVE
PERSONALLY

Abraham could have ignored his guests by pretending to be asleep, or 
he could have had them wait until he had finished resting. But since 
true faith does not delay when it comes to serving the Lord, Abraham 
ministered immediately.

SERVE
IMMEDIATELY

Though he was old and prestigious, Abraham ran to meet the visitors 
(Gen. 18:2) and quickly told tell Sarah to bake some bread (Gen. 18:6). 
He ran to get a tender calf and saw to it that the young man hastened 
to prepare it (Gen. 18:7). Only after he had served his guests did 
Abraham stand still (Gen. 18:8). 

SERVE
SPEEDILY

Abraham wasn’t cheap, but gave the best that he had. Sarah baked 
bread from “fine meal” (Gen. 18:6) and the meat was “tender and 
good” (Gen. 18:7). No leftovers or second-rate fare for such important 
guests! 

SERVE
GENEROUSLY

Abraham’s service was marked with humility, after all, his visitors 
came in the heat of the day. He bowed to his guests (Gen. 18:2) and 
called himself a servant (Gen. 18:3, 18:5). He served the three visitors 
and then stood near to be available if needed. 

SERVE
HUMBLY

Finally, Abraham served the Lord cooperatively as he involved  others. 
Sarah baked the bread; a young man dressed the meat; and no doubt 
other servants brought Abraham the curds and milk. 

SERVE
COOPERATIVELY

v ia  Wiersbe  in  BE  OBE D IEN T  f rom the  “ B E”  COM M EN TA R Y SER IES 1

HOW TO SERVE

INSIGHTS
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OTHER SCRIP TURE

Hebrews 13 :2

Matthew 10 :4 1

Romans  9 : 18

Ecc les iastes  7 :6

Mark  9 :24

What  causes  people  to  doubt  God?   How about  you?   Wh a t  c i rcu m sta n ces  in  you r  

l i fe  tend  to  br ing  doubt?   How do  you  handle  i t  whe n  you  fa ce  d ou b t?

Cons ider  God ’s  respons e  to  Sarah :  “ I s  the re  anyth i ng  too  h a rd  for  th e  Lord ?”  

(Gen .  18 : 14)   How are  the s e  words  a  comfort  to  you?   Wh en  i s  i t  m ost  d i ffi cu l t  for  

you to  be l ieve  that  God  i s  i n  comple te  contro l?  

In  Genes is  18 : 15 ,  Sarah  foo l i s h ly  t r i e d  to  h i de  he r  s i n  by  ly in g  a b ou t  i t .   Wh en  sh e  

was  d iscovered ,  she  be came  af ra i d .   How do  you  norm a l ly  resp on d  w h en  G od  

conv ic ts  you  of  s in?   Whe n your  s i n  i s  e xpos e d ,  are  you  a fra id  to  a d m it  you r  

mistakes?

God ’s  fa i thfu lness  to  Sarah ,  as  we l l  as  H i s  s ubs e que n t  fa i th fu ln ess  th rou gh  

Chr is t ,  ought  to  g ive  us  t re me ndous  confide nce  and  h op e  in  th e  m id st  of  ou r  

doubt .   Take  a  few minute s  to  thank  God for  the  Gosp e l  t ru th  th a t ,  in  sp i te  of  ou r  

pers is tent  s in  and  se lfi s hne s s ,  God  i s  f a i thf u l  to  s ave  a s  d em on stra ted  by  th e  

sacr ific ia l  death  of  Jes us  on  the  cros s .

GOING DEEPER
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Are  there  any  th ings  f rom th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

What  images  of  God  h ave  you  s e e n  i n  popular  cu l ture  w i th  resp ect  to  Sod om  a n d  

Gomorrah?

Have  you  had  any  expe r i e nce s  whe n you  fe are d  for  you r  sa fety?   How  d o  you  

typ ica l ly  respond whe n you  are  af ra i d?

SODOM AND GOMORRAH
[  1 8 : 2 2  -  1 9 : 3 8  ]

The main  characters  in  th i s  s e ct i on  of  Scr i pture  are  A b ra h a m ,  Lot ,  Lot ’s  d a u gh -

ters ,  Lot ’s  w i fe ,  and  two ang e ls .   In  Ge ne s i s  13  the  B ib le  says  th a t  A b ra h a m  a n d  

Lot  set t led  in  d i f feren t  d i re ct i ons ;  Abraham chos e  th e  La n d  of  Ca n a a n  a n d  Lot  

moved h is  fami ly  east  to  the  Jordan  Va l le y,  an  are a  w h ich  in c lu d ed  Sod om  a n d  

Gomorrah .   Many  be l ie ve  that  Sodom and Gomorrah  w ere  loca ted  on  th e  sou th -

eastern  p la ins  of  the  De ad  Se a  i n  what  i s  now the  cou n try  of  Jord a n .

God  comes  to  Abraham and te l l s  h i m that  Sodom and  G om orra h  w i l l  b e  d estroyed  

for  i t s  w ickedness .   Abraham re s ponds  to  God  wi th  a  req u est  th a t  G od  m igh t  n ot  

destroy  the  c i ty  i f  fif ty  r i g hte ous  pe ople  cou ld  be  foun d .   G od  h on ors  A b ra h a m's  

request .   Abraham repe ats  th i s  re que s t  five  more  t i mes ,  w h i t t l in g  th e  n u m b er  of  

requ i red  r ighteous  res i de nts  of  Sodom and Gomorra h  to  ten .   Ten  r igh teou s  

people  cou ld  not  be  fo und be twe e n the  two c i t i e s .  Fortu n a te ly,  th e  n a rra t ive  

doesn’ t  end  wi th  God  de s troy i ng  Sodom and Gomorra h  a f ter  sp ea k in g  w i th  

Abraham.
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Instead ,  God  sends  tw o ang e ls  to  Sodom and Gomorr a h  to  com e rescu e  a n d  lea d  

Lot  and  h is  fami ly  out  of  the  c i ty  be fore  i t  i s  de s troyed .

Lot  meets  the  two ang e ls  a t  the  town ce nte r,  th i nk i ng  th ey  a re  so jou rn ers  

pass ing  through ,  and  inv i te s  the m to  s tay  wi th  h i m.   Th e  d ep rav i ty  of  Sod om  is  

demonstrated  as  the  m e n i n  the  c i ty  come  knock i ng  on  Lot ’s  d oor  th a t  even in g  

seek ing  to  rape  the  an g e ls  Lot  had  i nv i te d  to  h i s  house .   A l th ou gh  Lot ’s  w i l l in g-

ness  to  protect  h is  v i s i tors  i s  admi rab le ,  he  doe s  th i s  in  a  b oth  sh ock in g  a n d  

inexcusab le  manner  by  of fe r i ng  h i s  two daug hte rs  to  b e  ra p ed  by  th e  m ob .   A t  

th is  po int  the  mob turns  the i r  a t te nt i on  towards  Lot  in  a n ger,  w h o th ey  p erce ive  

to  be  an  outs ider  judg i ng  the m.   T he  ang e ls  come  to  Lot ’s  rescu e  by  b l in d in g  th e  

men at  the  door  and  pu l l  Lot  back  i nto  s afe ty.

As  the  fo l lowing  morn i ng  dawns  the  ang e ls  urg e d  Lot  a n d  h is  fa m i ly  to  flee  

Sodom.   As  they  fled  f rom Sodom,  Lot ’s  w i fe  d i s obe yed  th e  com m a n d  to  n ot  look  

back  on  Sodom and i s  turne d  i nto  a  p i l l a r  of  s a l t .   Af ter  a rr iv in g  a t  Zoa r,  Lot  

moved wi th  h is  two daug hte rs  to  the  h i l l s  to  l i ve  i n  a  cave .   A f ter  m ov in g  to  th e  

cave ,  Lot ’s  daughters  fe ar  that  e ve ryone  e ls e  has  been  d estroyed  a n d  th ey  a lon e  

are  le f t .   Therefore ,  the y  g e t  the i r  dad  drunk  s o  that  th ey  cou ld  ea ch  s leep  w i th  

the i r  fa ther  and  the i r  l i ne  would  cont i nue .

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah echoes God’s righteous 
wrath poured out on wickedness via the flood in Genesis 6-9, as well 
as God’s final judgment that will take place in the future (Second Peter 
2:4-10).  God’s righteous judgment demonstrated in this passage often 
makes people uncomfortable.  Many ask the question, “If God is loving, 
why would He ever destroy people or cities?”  The challenge with this 
question is that it rests on the faulty premise that we are good and 
deserves to be loved and accepted by God.  Ephesians 2:1-5, however 
show us that we are all born as children of wrath deserving God’s 
righteous judgment.  Therefore, the question we should be asking is, 
“If God is just and righteous and we are born wicked, why does God 
not destroy us at the moment of birth?” 

GOD’S RIGHTEOUS
WRATH TOWARDS

SIN

INSIGHTS
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OTHER SCRIP TURE

Ephes ians  2 :4-5

Second Peter  2 : 4-10

In  what  ways  has  the  s tory  found i n  Ge ne s i s  18 : 2 2-19 :38  ch a n ged  th e  w ay  you  

v iew God ,  s in ,  judgment ,  and  g race?

How does  our  v iew of  God  chang e  i f  we  be g an wi th  th e  p rem ise  th a t  w e  d eserve  

to  be  judged  as  oppose d  to  we  de s e rve  to  be  love d?   

How is  the  Gospe l  d is tor te d  or  i ncomple te  whe n we  v iew  G od  p u re ly  a s  on e  

enact ing  wrath  and  judg me nt?   How about  whe n we  v iew  G od  p u re ly  a s  on e  w h o 

i s  merc i fu l  and  does  n ot  e xe cute  j udg me nt?

GOING DEEPER

The answer to the question of why God does not destroy us at the 
moment of birth is found in Ephesians 2:6-9.  God does not destroy us 
because He is rich in mercy.  This rich mercy is demonstrated in Gene-
sis 19:16.  In response to Lot’s lingering, God, “being rich in mercy,” 
orchestrates the angels to literally seize Lot and drag him and his 
family out of the city so that they will not be destroyed with the city.  
What a beautiful picture of the Gospel.  God, being great in mercy, 
drags us out of coming destruction so that we might be rescued and 
redeemed!

GOD’S BOUNTIFUL
GRACE DEMONSTRATED

IN RESCUING
PEOPLE



85 FATHER ABRAHAM

A deeper  Gospe l  unders tand i ng  of  God ’s  r i g hte ous  j ud gm en t  a n d  m erc i fu l  love  

wi l l  natura l ly  mot ivate  us  to  honor  God  i n  the  way  w e l i ve  ou r  l i ves .   Sp en d  som e 

t ime pray ing  and  than k i ng  God  both  for  H i s  r i g hte ou s  ju d gm en t  a n d  H is  m erc i fu l  

love .   How great  God ’s  love  i s  for  us  throug h Je s us  Ch r is t !   

NOTES
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

Have  you  had  an  occas i on  i n  your  l i fe  whe n you’ve  rep ea ted  th e  sa m e m ista ke  

more  than  once?   Why  d i d  th i s  happe n?   How d i d  you  fee l  a b ou t  you r  ch o ice?   

ABIMELECH [  20 : 1  -  20 : 1 8  ]

Abraham is  marr ied  to  Sarah  and  has  be e n promi s e d  ch i ld ren  by  G od ,  b u t  a t  th is  

po int  they  have  not  had  any.  Sarah  was  ve ry  be aut i fu l ;  w h en ever  th ey  t rave led ,  

men f rom other  areas  wante d  he r  as  the i r  own.  As  Sa ra h  a ged  a n d  A b ra h a m’s  

wea l th  increased ,  how e ve r,  the  mot i ve s  for  want i ng  Sa ra h  m ay  h ave  ch a n ged .  

Tak ing  Sarah  into  a  hare m would  have  conne cte d  the  ru ler  of  th e  la n d  to  A b ra -

ham in  a  po l i t i ca l  sens e ,  who by  th i s  po i nt  was  r i ch  a n d  in flu en t ia l .  A b ra h a m  a n d  

Sarah  te l l  people  they  are  brothe r  and  s i s te r  (whi ch  i s  h a l f  t ru th ,  b u t  a  fu l l  

decept ion)  in  order  to  prote ct  Abraham whe n the y  j o u rn ey  togeth er.   

Abraham trave led  south  and  made  s ome  j ourne ys  i n  th e  a rea  of  G era r.   A b ra h a m  

to ld  people  that  h is  w i fe  Sarah  was  actua l ly  h i s  s i s ter,  a n d  so  A b im elech ,  th e  k in g  

of  Gerar,  took  Sarah  for  h i s  own.   God  came  to  Ab i melech  in  a  v i s ion  a n d  h a rsh ly  

warned h im not  to  tou ch  Sarah  be caus e  s he  was  a l rea d y  som eon e’s  w i fe .   

Ab imelech  p led  for  h is  l i fe  and  e xp la i ne d  h i s  i nnoce nt  m ot ives  in  ta k in g  h er.   G od  

reassured  Ab imelech  that  he  ke pt  h i m f rom s i nn i ng ,  a n d  to ld  A b im elech  th a t  h e  

needed to  g ive  Sarah  back  i f  he  wante d  to  l i ve .  

Ab imelech  brought  Abraham i n  and  conf ronte d  h i m,  a sk in g  w hy  h e  le t  Sa ra h  b e  

taken .   Abraham exp la i ne d  that  bas e d  on  h i s  i mpre ss ion  of  th e  c i ty,  h e  h a d
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assumed they  would  k i l l  h i m and  take  h i s  w i fe  e i ther  w ay  –  a n d  b es id es ,  sh e  w a s  

techn ica l ly  h is  s i s ter,  be caus e  s he  was  h i s  ha l f-s i s ter.   A b ra h a m  exp la in ed  th a t  h e  

had  to ld  Sarah  to  say  he’s  he r  brothe r  anyt i me  the y  t rave led  togeth er  a n d  th a t  

th is  was  the  f ront  they  put  on  to  anyone  the y  d i dn’ t  kn ow.

Ab imelech  gave  Sarah  back  to  Abraham,  a long  wi th  g i f ts ,  a n d  to ld  h im  th a t  h e’s  

welcome to  s tay.   He  a ls o  g ave  Abraham a  larg e  amo u n t  of  m on ey  to  p rove  

Sarah’s  innocence .   Abraham we nt  to  God  on  Ab i me lech’s  b eh a l f,  a n d  G od ,  w h o 

had  prevented  Ab imele ch’s  w i fe  and  s lave s  f rom hav in g  ch i ld ren  a s  soon  a s  Sa ra h  

was  taken ,  hea led  the  wome n of  Ab i me le ch’s  hous e .  

This is not the first time Abraham and Sarah had used deception. In 
Genesis 12:10-20, when Sarah and Abraham (at the time, called Sarai 
and Abram) were traveling in Egypt, Pharaoh took Sarah into his 
house before he knew she was Abram’s wife, and God brought 
plagues into his home because of it. When Pharaoh found out the 
truth, he sent Sarai and Abram away. 

REPEATED SIN

Just because we have the right motives does not necessarily mean 
we are free from sin. Because Abimelech’s heart was right, God 
prevented him from committing worse sin. God is the one who reveals 
truth to us – we cannot trust our own hearts or motives. (Jeremiah 
17:9; Matthew 15:19)

RIGHT MOTIVES
VS. INNOCENCE

Abraham and Sarah were probably thinking that if someone wanted 
Sarah, either way Sarah would be taken, but at least Abraham’s life 
wouldn’t be lost in the process if they could get away with this lie. This 
makes sense in human terms, but it doesn’t account for God’s terms – 
that we should trust Him to work in the situation. We shouldn’t 
assume that we have to be the ones in control of the situation. 
Instead, we should trust and let God do His work.

TRUSTING
OURSELVES

VS.
TRUSTING GOD

Abraham and Sarah were technically telling the truth, but in using this 
“truth” to deceive, it made their claim a full-on sinful deception. This is 
the same type of method we see the serpent using in the garden 
when he deceives Eve. If we are twisting words in order to make 
someone believe something that isn’t fully true, this is not any better 
than telling an outright lie.

HALF TRUTHS =
LIES

INSIGHTS
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OTHER SCRIP TURE

Genes is  12 : 10-20

Genes is  26 : 1-33

Genes is  2 1 :22-3 4

Ephes ians  2 : 1-10

Abraham is  commonly  re fe rre d  to  as  the  “ Fathe r  of  Fa i th ,”  b u t  a s  w e see  f rom  th is  

passage ,  even  he  s t ru g g le d  wi th  h i s  f a i th .   W hat  can  w e lea rn  f rom  A b ra h a m’s  

fa i th  s t rugg les?

Abraham is  of ten  ha i led  as  a  man of  f a i th ,  and  ye t  i n  th is  ch a p ter  w e see  h im  

t rust ing  h is  own dev ice s  rathe r  than  God .  Why  do  yo u  th in k  i t  w a s  ea s ier  for  

Abraham to  dea l  w i th  th i s  cha l le ng e  v i a  de ce pt i on  rath er  th a n  th e  t ru th?   I s  th ere  

i s  s i tuat ion  you  are  cu rre nt ly  f ac i ng  i n  your  l i fe  where  you  n eed  to  t ru st  in  G od  

rather  than  in  yourse l f ?

Why are  we of ten  tem pte d  to  fe ar  man rathe r  than  to  fea r  G od ?   How  d oes  th e  

Gospe l  t ruth  that  God  acce pts  us  uncondi t i ona l ly  g i ve  u s  f ree  to  n ot  l i ve  in  fea r  

of  o thers?

Take  a  few minutes  to  thank  God for  prov i d i ng  Je s us  to  save  u s  f rom  ou r  n eed  to  

l ie  because  of  our  fear  of  man .   Re me mbe r  God ’s  g ra ce  to  cover  th e  s in s  in  you r  

past ,  and  thank  H im for  Gos pe l  powe r  to  move  forward  in  you r  l i fe .

GOING DEEPER
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I s  there  anyth ing  f rom  th i s  we e k ’s  me s s ag e  that  s tood  ou t  to  you  or  th a t  you  

have  quest ions  about?

What  i s  the  b iggest  r i s k  you’ve  e ve r  take n?   W hat  ma d e th e  s i tu a t ion  r i sky?

ISAAC [  2 1 : 1  -  23 : 20  ]

Years  had  passed  s ince  the  e ve nts  of  Ge ne s i s  2 0,  when  A b ra h a m  h a d  l ied  a b ou t  

h is  w i fe  Sarah .   Dur ing  that  t i me ,  i t  was  e v i de nt  that  G od  w a s  b less in g  A b ra h a m  

and Sarah .  Not  on ly  w as  Abraham’s  we a l th  i ncre as i ng ,  b u t  a  m ira c le  son  h a d  b een  

born  named Isaac .   Abraham was  re s tore d  to  fe l lowsh ip  w i th  th e  Lord  w i th  th e  

purpose  of  min is t ry  and  b le s s i ng  that  would  come  th rou gh  I sa a c .

In  Genes is  2 1 ,  God  pro v i de d  the  ch i ld  of  promi s e  to  A b ra h a m  a n d  to  Sa ra h  a t  th e  

very  t ime God had  pro mi s e d  ( s e e  Ge n .  18 : 10) .  Abraha m  a n d  Sa ra h  resp on d ed  in  

fa i th  by  naming  h im Isaac ,  by  c i rcumci s i ng  h i m accord in g  to  th e  coven a n t ,  a n d  

pra is ing  God  for  th is  fu lfi l lme nt  (Ge n .  2 1 : 6–7 ) .  T he  na m e Isa a c  ( “h e  la u gh s” )  i s  

exp la ined ;  when God gave  Sarah  laug hte r  (Ge n .  2 1 : 6) ,  i t  w a s  a ctu a l ly  joy.   Her  

laughter  of  unbel ie f  (Ge n .  18 : 12 )  was  now chang e d to  re jo ic in g  a n d  m a ny  w ou ld  

re jo ice  wi th  her.  But  I s hmae l  turne d  he r  laug hte r  i n to  a  r id icu l in g  m ockery  of  

God ’s  work .   God  used  th i s  to  dr i ve  out  the  ch i ld  I s hm a el  a n d  h is  m oth er  Ha ga r  

(Gen .  2 1 :8– 13) ,  as  they  re pre s e nte d  a  thre at  to  the  prom ised  seed .   

After  God  to ld  Abraham to  s e nd  I s hmae l  away  (Ge n 2 1 : 1 2– 1 3) ,  He  to ld  A b ra h a m  to  

sacr ifice  I saac .   Thoug h I s aac  was  the  s on  of  promi s e ,  G od  to ld  A b ra h a m  to  “ ta ke  

your  son ,  your  on ly  so n  I s aac  whom you love . . .”  (Ge n  22 :2) .   A b ra h a m’s  resp on se  

GE T T ING S TARTED

BACKGROUND/CONTEX T

SUMMARY
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was s tagger ing  –  he  obe ye d  i ns tant ly  and  wi thout  qu est ion in g .  (G en .  22 :3– 8)   He  

immediate ly  made a  50  mi le  j ourne y  f rom B e e rs he ba  to  Mou n t  Mor ia h .  In  Ch a p ter  

22  we see  that  both  Abraham and I s aac  obe d i e nt ly  resp on d ed  to  G od ’s  req u est  to  

sacr ifice  I saac .   At  the  las t  mome nt ,  God  s te ppe d i n  by  p rov id in g  a  ra m  a s  a  

subst i tute  of fer ing .  In  the  mi ds t  of  th i s  orde a l ,  Abrah a m  a n d  I sa a c  w ere  fa i th fu l  

by  keep ing  the i r  eye  o n  God ’s  promi s e s  rathe r  than  th e i r  c i rcu m sta n ces .   

Chapter  23  sad ly  conc lude s  wi th  Sarah’s  de ath  and  b u r ia l  in  cave  of  Ma ch p ela h .

v ia  Wiersbe  in  WIERSBE’ S  EXP OSITORY OU T LIN ES ON THE O LD TESTA ME NT 1

This amazing event in Abraham and Isaac’s life points directly to 
Christ, God’s only Son who was willing to give His life to please His 
Father.  Both Isaac and Christ were promised sons, and both were 
born miraculously. Both brought joy to the heart of the father, and 
both were born at the appointed time.  Both were persecuted by their 
brethren, and both were obedient unto death. The most significant 
difference, of course, was that while both were willing to die, only 
Jesus Himself became a blood sacrifice.

FORESHADOWING
JESUS

True faith is always tested. God did not want Isaac’s life, He wanted 
Abraham’s heart.  Isaac was dear to Abraham, and God wanted to be 
sure that Isaac was not an idol standing between Him and Abraham.  
It was possible that Abraham was trusting Isaac to fulfill the promises 
and not trusting God.  How did Abraham go through this test? 
Abraham rested in God’s promise of many descendants, which 
couldn’t be fulfilled without Isaac.  Abraham knew that God would not 
lie, so he rested in His unchanging Word.  One commentator wisely 
remarked, “Never doubt in the dark what God has told you in the light.”

TEST OF FAITH

When Abraham became distressed because of Sarah’s request to 
remove Hagar and Ishmael, God assured Abraham that Ishmael would 
have a future because he too was Abraham’s offspring (Gen. 21:11–13).  
Even though there was sin and opposition, God mercifully dealt with 
Hagar and Ismael while protecting the genetic line of Jesus.

UNEXPECTED GRACE

INSIGHTS



92ISAAC

OTHER SCRIP TURE

Genes is  15 :5

Romans  4 : 1-5

Ga lat ians  4 :29

James  1 : 12-15

Hebrews 1 1 : 17-19

I s  there  anyth ing  in  yo ur  l i fe  that ,  i f  God  as ke d  you ,  w ou ld  fee l  im p oss ib le  for  you  

to  g ive  up?  I s  there  anyth i ng  i n  your  l i fe  that ,  through  Scr ip tu re  or  sp i r i tu a l  

author i ty,  God  has  aske d  you  to  g i ve  up  but  you  are  s t ru gg l in g  to  le t  go  of?

Read James  2 : 14–26 ,  and  cons i de r  the  re la t i ons h i p  betw een  fa i th  a n d  w orks .  

James  uses  the  l i ves  o f  Abraham & Is aac  to  i l lus t rate  th a t  t ru e  fa i th  i s  a lw ays  

proven by  obed ience .   Jame s  i s  not  te l l i ng  us  that  we  a re  saved  by  w orks  or  by  

sacr ifice ,  but  that  the  proof  of  s av i ng  f a i th  i s  an  obed ien t  l i fe  (see  Rom a n s  4 : 1 – 5  

and  Ga lat ians  3 :6) .   How have  you  unde rs tood  the  re la t ion sh ip  b etw een  fa i th  a n d  

doing  good  works?   Do  you  be l i e ve  that  you  mus t  do  good  to  p lea se  G od ?   I f  so ,  

how do  these  passages  of  Scr i pture  s how you  God ’s  p la n  i s  d i f feren t?

GOING DEEPER

Note that Abraham was not saved when he offered Isaac on the altar.  
Abraham had placed his faith in God years before when he trusted 
God’s promise (Gen. 15:6)  Even though we are not saved by doing the 
right thing, truth faith will always produce good works.

FAITH AND WORKS

1 Wiersbe, W. W. (1993). Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the Old Testament.
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In  Genes is  22 :7  I saac  a s ke d ,  “ Whe re  i s  the  lamb?”  an d  G od  su p p l ied  a  ra m .   

U l t imate ly,  the  answer  to  I s aac ’s  que s t i on  came  i n  the  Person  of  Jesu s  Ch r is t .   In  

John 1 :29  John the  Bapt i s t  proc la i me d ,  “ B e hold !  T he  La m b  of  G od ! ” 7  Wh a t  h a s  

your  understand ing  about  the  l i nk  be twe e n the  Old  Testa m en t  a n d  Jesu s?   How  

does  Genes is  2 1-22  in  part i cu lar  po i nt  to  T H E L amb,  Jesu s  Ch r is t?

Take  a  few minutes  to  pray  and  thank  God for  prov i d in g  Jesu s  a s  th e  sa cr ifi c ia l  

l amb for  our  s ins .   Cons i de r  anyth i ng  i n  your  l i fe  tha t  m igh t  b e  s ta n d in g  in  

between you  and  a  l i fe  l i ve d  f a i thf u l ly  for  Je s us .   T h a n k  G od  for  g iv in g  you  th e  

Gospel  to  empower  you  to  purs ue  Chr i s t  w i th  your  hea rt ,  sou l ,  m in d  a n d  s t ren gth .  

NOTES

7 Wiersbe, W. W. (1993). Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the Old Testament.
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