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BEHOW TO USE
THIS JOURNAL

As you are probably aware, one of our core values at Riv is that we would be
“Biblically Holistic and Humble.” We see the Bible as the living and breathing
Word of God, the highest authority over all other forms of revelation. We
love the Bible because it’s all about Jesus. Our desire is for our community

to develop a fluency with the Bible that permeates our lives so we become
increasingly conformed to Jesus and draw others toward Him in the process.

For these reasons, we are grateful to provide you with this journal as we dive
into 2 Corinthians. Our hope is that as you engage with God’s Word through
this series and through personal study, you'll take some time to record your
thoughts. Write down observations, insights, and points of application that
you want to remember. Try to highlight one or two truths you'd like to retain
from each section of the text. The simple act of taking notes is a proven way
to increase retention and also gives you a way to return to your thoughts for
future study.

In the first chapter of this letter, Paul says this:

For we are writing nothing to you other than
what you can read and also understand.
I hope you will understand completely.

2 Corinthians 1:13

This is our prayer as we study this letter. That we would not only read the
Bible, but we would also understand it completely, and, through that process,
God would make us more like Jesus.

For Christ,
Pastor James Granger

1/1/2024
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HEINTRODUCTION

Corinth was one of the wealthiest and most influential cities in the 1st-century
world. Located about 45 miles west of Athens, Corinth was a vibrant port

city with a diverse population. At the center of the city was a massive rock
formation called the “acrocorinth” which was nearly 2000 feet at its summit.
This prominent citadel was the location of a temple to the pagan goddess
Aphrodite, the centerpiece of a highly sexualized cult that created moral
depravity throughout the city.

The apostle Paul arrived in Corinth in around 49 A.D., toward the tail end of
his second missionary journey. According to Acts 18:11, Paul “stayed there a
year and a half, teaching the word of God among them.” After Paul left Corinth
to plant additional churches, the church in Corinth immediately began to
struggle. As Paul was traveling, he was also hearing about the challenges in
the Corinthian church, so he began to write them letters to implore them to
make corrections. Although the Bible contains only two of Paul’s letters to the
church in Corinth, most scholars believe he wrote at least three and possibly
four. It is clear that the Corinthian church was dealing with significant issues
that Paul felt an urgent need to address.

The primary theme of 2 Corinthians revolves around Paul’s experience with
suffering. On one hand, the suffering of Paul is portrayed almost in a positive
light, with Paul showing his faithfulness by joining in the suffering of Jesus.
On the other hand, it appears there were some in the church in Corinth who
were rejecting Paul’s leadership due to the abnormal amount of suffering he
had incurred, so Paul uses part of this letter to defend himself and rebuke
those who considered him unqualified due to his many sufferings.

The letter can be broken down as follows:

2 Corinthians 1:1-7:16 2 Corinthians 8:1-8:15 2Corinthians 10:1-13:10 2 Corinthians 13:11-14

Paul defends Paul appeals for the  Paul’s validation Closing words
his character and Corinthian church as an apostle of

ministry and urges  to be generous Jesus Christ

reconciliation
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2 Corinthians 1:1-7

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will, and Timothy our brother:
To the church of God at Corinth,
with all the saints who are throughout Achaia.

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. 2 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and the God of all comfort. * He comforts us in
all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are
in any kind of affliction, through the comfort we ourselves receive
from God. ® For just as the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so also
through Christ our comfort overflows. ® If we are afflicted, it is for
your comfort and salvation. If we are comforted, it is for your comfort,
which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings that
we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that as
you share in the sufferings, so you will also share in the comfort.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES

+ God doesn’t waste any + James 1:2

experience believers have .
+ Isaiah 49:13

« Suffering and affliction

conform us to Jesus Christ * Philippians 3:10-11

« Followers of Jesus share joy
and bear suffering together
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NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 1:8-11

8 We don’t want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, of our
affliction that took place in Asia. We were completely overwhelmed—
beyond our strength—so that we even despaired of life itself. ® Indeed,
we felt that we had received the sentence of death, so that we would not
trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead. '° He has delivered us
from such a terrible death, and he will deliver us. We have put our hope
in him that he will deliver us again " while you join in helping us by
your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gift that
came to us through the prayers of many.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
« Hope « Isaiah 40:29-31
- Strength from God alone 2 Corinthians 12:9-10
+ Humility + Psalm 84:5
- Sharing in the affliction « Psalm 118:13-14
and suffering of Christ

8
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NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 1:12-14

2 Indeed, this is our boast: The testimony of our conscience is that we
have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially toward you, with
godly sincerity and purity, not by human wisdom but by God’s grace.

'3 For we are writing nothing to you other than what you can read and
also understand. I hope you will understand completely— ™ just as you
have partially understood us—that we are your reason for pride, just as
you also are ours in the day of our Lord Jesus.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES

+ God’s wisdom + John 17:22-23

versus worldly wisdom L
+ 1 Corinthians 1:18, 25
+ United in Christ through pride besi )
and shame, victory and defeat * Ephesians 2:8-9

. Pride *+ James 1:5
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NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 1:15-22

% Because of this confidence, I planned to come to you first, so
that you could have a second benefit, '® and to visit you on my way to
Macedonia, and then come to you again from Macedonia and be helped
by you on my journey to Judea. 7 Now when I planned this, was I of
two minds? Or what I plan, do I plan in a purely human way so that I
say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time? "® As God is faithful, our
message to you is not “Yes and no.” ' For the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
whom we proclaimed among you—Silvanus, Timothy, and I—did not
become “Yes and no.” On the contrary, in him it is always “Yes.” ?° For
every one of God’s promises is “Yes” in him. Therefore, through him we
also say “Amen” to the glory of God. 2! Now it is God who strengthens us
together with you in Christ, and who has anointed us. 2 He has also put
his seal on us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a down payment.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
+ Reconciliation + Matthew 5:37
+ God’s faithfulness  Ephesians 1:11-14
+ The Holy Spirit + James 4:13-17

16
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2 Corinthians 1:23-2:11

231 call on God as a witness, on my life, that it was to spare you that
I did not come to Corinth. # T do not mean that we lord it over your
faith, but we are workers with you for your joy, because you stand
firm in your faith. 'In fact, I made up my mind about this: I would not
come to you on another painful visit. 2 For if I cause you pain, then who
will cheer me other than the one being hurt by me? I wrote this very
thing so that when I came I wouldn’t have pain from those who ought
to give me joy, because I am confident about all of you that my joy will
also be yours. # For I wrote to you with many tears out of an extremely
troubled and anguished heart—not to cause you pain, but that you
should know the abundant love I have for you. ® If anyone has caused
pain, he has caused pain not so much to me but to some degree—not to
exaggerate—to all of you. ® This punishment by the majority is sufficient
for that person. 7 As a result, you should instead forgive and comfort
him. Otherwise, he may be overwhelmed by excessive grief.  Therefore
I urge you to reaffirm your love to him. ® I wrote for this purpose: to test
your character to see if you are obedient in everything. '® Anyone you
forgive, I do too. For what I have forgiven—if I have forgiven anything—
it is for your benefit in the presence of Christ, ™ so that we may not be
taken advantage of by Satan. For we are not ignorant of his schemes.

B KEY THEMES: Bl OTHER VERSES
+ Confession and repentance « Matthew 18:15-17
+ Forgiveness  Ephesians 4:25-32
+ Conflict resolution + Galatians 6:1
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2 Corinthians 2:12-17

2When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though
the Lord opened a door for me, ® I had no rest in my spirit because I did
not find my brother Titus. Instead, I said good-bye to them and left for
Macedonia.

14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in Christ’s triumphal
procession and through us spreads the aroma of the knowledge of him
in every place. *® For to God we are the fragrance of Christ among those
who are being saved and among those who are perishing. '® To some
we are an aroma of death leading to death, but to others, an aroma of
life leading to life. Who is adequate for these things? 7 For we do not
market the word of God for profit like so many. On the contrary, we
speak with sincerity in Christ, as from God and before God.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
+ Gospel sacrifice + Proverbs 16:9
+ Showing Christ with your life + Matthew 5:13-16
+ God’s sovereignty + John 14:6

* James 4:13-17
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NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 3:1-6

1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like
some, letters of recommendation to you or from you? 2 You yourselves
are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everyone.

3 You show that you are Christ’s letter, delivered by us, not written with
ink but with the Spirit of the living God—not on tablets of stone but on
tablets of human hearts.

4 Such is the confidence we have through Christ before God. 5 It is not
that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything as coming from
ourselves, but our adequacy is from God. ® He has made us competent
to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit.
For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
« Humility « Ezekiel 36:26-27
« A ministry empowered « Romans 8:32
by the Holy Spirit

28

« Philippians 2:3-11

» Confidence in Christ
+ Hebrews 10:32-39
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NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 3:7-18

7 Now if the ministry that brought death, chiseled in letters on
stones, came with glory, so that the Israelites were not able to gaze
steadily at Moses’s face because of its glory, which was set aside,

8 how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious? ° For if
the ministry that brought condemnation had glory, the ministry
that brings righteousness overflows with even more glory. ' In
fact, what had been glorious is not glorious now by comparison
because of the glory that surpasses it. " For if what was set aside

was glorious, what endures will be even more glorious.

12 Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness.
8 We are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face to prevent
the Israelites from gazing steadily until the end of the glory of what was
being set aside, ™ but their minds were hardened. For to this day, at
the reading of the old covenant, the same veil remains; it is not lifted,
because it is set aside only in Christ. ' Yet still today, whenever Moses
is read, a veil lies over their hearts, ' but whenever a person turns to
the Lord, the veil is removed. 7 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. '® We all, with unveiled
faces, are looking as in a mirror at the glory of the Lord and are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory; this is from the
Lord who is the Spirit.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
« All Scripture points to Jesus + Matthew 5:17-20
+ The glory of God + Galatians 5:1
+ Freedom in Christ + Hebrews 1:1-3
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NOTES:

34 | CRUCIFORMED . STUDY JOURNAL



2 CORINTHIANS 3:7-18 | 35



2 Corinthians 4:1-6

T Therefore, since we have this ministry because we were shown
mercy, we do not give up. 2 Instead, we have renounced secret and
shameful things, not acting deceitfully or distorting the word of God,
but commending ourselves before God to everyone’s conscience by
an open display of the truth. 3 But if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to
those who are perishing. # In their case, the god of this age has blinded
the minds of the unbelievers to keep them from seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. ® For we are not
proclaiming ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your
servants for Jesus’s sake. ® For God who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ.

B KEY THEMES: M OTHER VERSES
» Perseverance » John 1:1-19
+ Godly character + 1Timothy 4:6-10
+ Light and darkness » James 1:2-8

36
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NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 4:7-18

7 Now we have this treasure in clay jars, so that this extraordinary
power may be from God and not from us. ® We are afflicted in every
way but not crushed; we are perplexed but not in despair; ° we are
persecuted but not abandoned; we are struck down but not destroyed.
10We always carry the death of Jesus in our body, so that the life of
Jesus may also be displayed in our body. ™ For we who live are always
being given over to death for Jesus’s sake, so that Jesus’s life may also
be displayed in our mortal flesh. 2 So then, death is at work in us, but
life in you. ™ And since we have the same spirit of faith in keeping
with what is written, I believed, therefore I spoke, we also believe,
and therefore speak. " For we know that the one who raised the Lord
Jesus will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you. ' Indeed,
everything is for your benefit so that, as grace extends through more and
more people, it may cause thanksgiving to increase to the glory of God.

18 Therefore we do not give up. Even though our outer person
is being destroyed, our inner person is being renewed day by
day. 7 For our momentary light affliction is producing for us an
absolutely incomparable eternal weight of glory. ' So we do not
focus on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
» Perseverance + John 1:1-19
+ Godly character + 1 Timothy 4:6-10
« Light and darkness + James 1:2-8

40 | CRUCIFORMED . STUDY JOURNAL



NOTES:

2 CORINTHIANS 4:7-18 | 41



NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 5:1-10

1 For we know that if our earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have
a building from God, an eternal dwelling in the heavens, not made with
hands. 2 Indeed, we groan in this tent, desiring to put on our heavenly
dwelling, ® since, when we are clothed, we will not be found naked.
4 Indeed, we groan while we are in this tent, burdened as we are,
because we do not want to be unclothed but clothed, so that mortality
may be swallowed up by life. ®* Now the one who prepared us for this
very purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as a down payment.

6 So we are always confident and know that while we are at home
in the body we are away from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by
sight. ® In fact, we are confident, and we would prefer to be away from
the body and at home with the Lord. ® Therefore, whether we are at
home or away, we make it our aim to be pleasing to him. " For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may be
repaid for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
+ The flesh versus the Spirit + Galatians 5:13-18
+ Faith + Ephesians 1:11-14
+ Holiness + Hebrews 11

* 2 Peter 3:10-18
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NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 5:11-15

" Therefore, since we know the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade
people. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your
consciences. " We are not commending ourselves to you again, but
giving you an opportunity to be proud of us, so that you may have a
reply for those who take pride in outward appearance rather than in the
heart. ® For if we are out of our mind, it is for God; if we are in our right
mind, it is for you. " For the love of Christ compels us, since we have
reached this conclusion, that one died for all, and therefore all died.

5 And he died for all so that those who live should no longer live for
themselves, but for the one who died for them and was raised.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
« Persuading others about Jesus + 1Samuel 16:7
+ Gospel imperatives « Matthew 23:25-28
+ God looks at the heart + 1 Corinthians 15:1-7

48

« 1Timothy 4:12-16
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NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 5:16-6:2

'8 From now on, then, we do not know anyone from a worldly
perspective. Even if we have known Christ from a worldly perspective,
yet now we no longer know him in this way. 7 Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new
has come! ®® Everything is from God, who has reconciled us to himself
through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation. ' That
is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and he has committed the message of

reconciliation to us.

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his
appeal through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God.”
2 He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him

we might become the righteousness of God.

"Working together with him, we also appeal to you, “Don’t receive the
grace of God in vain.” 2 For he says:

At an acceptable time I listened to you,
and in the day of salvation I helped you.

See, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation!

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
+ New in Christ « Isaiah 64
+ Ambassadors for Christ + Romans 5:6-11
+ Reconciliation + Galatians 2:20-21
+ Righteousness * 1John 4:4-6

52 | CRUCIFORMED . STUDY JOURNAL



NOTES:

2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-6:22 | §3



NOTES:

54 | CRUCIFORMED . STUDY JOURNAL



2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-6:22 | 58§



2 Corinthians 6:3-13

3 We are not giving anyone an occasion for offense, so that the
ministry will not be blamed. # Instead, as God’s ministers, we
commend ourselves in everything: by great endurance, by afflictions,
by hardships, by difficulties, ® by beatings, by imprisonments, by
riots, by labors, by sleepless nights, by times of hunger, © by purity, by
knowledge, by patience, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere
love, 7 by the word of truth, by the power of God; through weapons
of righteousness for the right hand and the left, & through glory and
dishonor, through slander and good report; regarded as deceivers, yet
true; ® as unknown, yet recognized; as dying, yet see—we live; as being
disciplined, yet not killed; ° as grieving, yet always rejoicing; as poor,
yet enriching many; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.
"We have spoken openly to you, Corinthians; our heart has been
opened wide. 2 We are not withholding our affection from you, but you
are withholding yours from us. ™ I speak as to my children; as a proper
response, open your heart to us.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
« Living above reproach + 1Timothy 6:6-12
« Earthly trials « Hebrews 12:1-12
« Eternal perspective + 1 Peter 3:13-18
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NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1

4 Do not be yoked together with those who do not believe.
For what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness?
Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? '® What agreement
does Christ have with Belial? Or what does a believer have in common
with an unbeliever? '® And what agreement does the temple of God have
with idols? For we are the temple of the living God, as God said:

I will dwell
and walk among them,
and I will be their God,
and they will be my people.
7 Therefore, come out from among them
and be separate, says the Lord;
do not touch any unclean thing,
and I will welcome you.
8 And I will be a Father to you,
and you will be sons and daughters to me,
says the Lord Almighty.
1So then, dear friends, since we have these promises, let us cleanse

ourselves from every impurity of the flesh and spirit, bringing holiness
to completion in the fear of God.

B KEY THEMES: Il OTHER VERSES
* Yoke of freedom + Exodus 20:3-6
« Idolatry « Matthew 11:28-29
* God’s faithfulness + Galatians 5:1
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2 Corinthians 7:2-10

2 Make room for us in your hearts. We have wronged no one,
corrupted no one, taken advantage of no one. I don't say this to
condemn you, since I have already said that you are in our hearts, to
die together and to live together. 4 I am very frank with you; I have great
pride in you. I am filled with encouragement; I am overflowing with joy
in all our afflictions.

5In fact, when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest. Instead, we
were troubled in every way: conflicts on the outside, fears within.
8 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the arrival of
Titus, 7 and not only by his arrival but also by the comfort he received
from you. He told us about your deep longing, your sorrow, and your
zeal for me, so that I rejoiced even more. & For even if I grieved you
with my letter, I don’t regret it. And if I regretted it—since I saw that the
letter grieved you, yet only for a while— ® I now rejoice, not because you
were grieved, but because your grief led to repentance. For you were
grieved as God willed, so that you didn’t experience any loss from us.
1% For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without
regret, but worldly grief produces death.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
+ Fear + Isaiah 41:8-13
* Encouragement * Romans 7:7-25
* Grief leading to repentance + 1Thessalonians 5:8-22
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NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 7:11-16

" For consider how much diligence this very thing—this grieving as
God wills—has produced in you: what a desire to clear yourselves, what
indignation, what fear, what deep longing, what zeal, what justice! In
every way you showed yourselves to be pure in this matter. 2 So even
though I wrote to you, it was not because of the one who did wrong, or
because of the one who was wronged, but in order that your devotion to
us might be made plain to you in the sight of God. * For this reason we
have been comforted.

In addition to our own comfort, we rejoiced even more over the joy
Titus had, because his spirit was refreshed by all of you. " For if I have
made any boast to him about you, I have not been disappointed; but
as I have spoken everything to you in truth, so our boasting to Titus
has also turned out to be the truth. ' And his affection toward you is
even greater as he remembers the obedience of all of you, and how you
received him with fear and trembling. '® I rejoice that I have complete

confidence in you.

B KEY THEMES: Bl OTHER VERSES
« Diligence  Proverbs 12:24
+ Unity + Ephesians 4:1-5
+ Paul’s friendship with Titus + 2 Timothy 2:15-19
+ Titus
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2 Corinthians 8:1-15

1We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God
that was given to the churches of Macedonia: 2 During a severe trial
brought about by affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme
poverty overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. * I can testify
that, according to their ability and even beyond their ability, of their
own accord, # they begged us earnestly for the privilege of sharing
in the ministry to the saints, ® and not just as we had hoped. Instead,
they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us by God’s will. ® So
we urged Titus that just as he had begun, so he should also complete
among you this act of grace.

7 Now as you excel in everything—in faith, speech, knowledge, and
in all diligence, and in your love for us—excel also in this act of grace.
81 am not saying this as a command. Rather, by means of the diligence
of others, I am testing the genuineness of your love. ® For you know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: Though he was rich, for your sake
he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. '® And
in this matter I am giving advice because it is profitable for you, who
began last year not only to do something but also to want to do it. ™
Now also finish the task, so that just as there was an eager desire, there
may also be a completion, according to what you have. ' For if the
eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what a person has,
not according to what he does not have. ¥ It is not that there should be
relief for others and hardship for you, but it is a question of equality. ™
At the present time your surplus is available for their need, so that their
abundance may in turn meet your need, in order that there may be
equality. '® As it is written: The person who had much did not have too
much, and the person who had little did not have too little.
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B KEY THEMES:

+ Generosity
+ Jesus’ example of grace

+ Bearing one another’s burdens

NOTES:

Il OTHER VERSES
» Exodus 16:16-18

+ Mark 12:41-44

+ 1Timothy 6:17-19

2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-15
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2 Corinthians 8:16-24

® Thanks be to God, who put the same concern for you into
the heart of Titus. 7 For he welcomed our appeal and, being very
diligent, went out to you by his own choice. '® We have sent with
him the brother who is praised among all the churches for his
gospel ministry. ' And not only that, but he was also appointed by
the churches to accompany us with this gracious gift that we are
administering for the glory of the Lord himself and to show our
eagerness to help. 22 We are taking this precaution so that no one will
criticize us about this large sum that we are administering. ' Indeed,
we are giving careful thought to do what is right, not only before
the Lord but also before people. 22 We have also sent with them our
brother. We have often tested him in many circumstances and found
him to be diligent—and now even more diligent because of his great
confidence in you. 2 As for Titus, he is my partner and coworker for
you; as for our brothers, they are the messengers of the churches, the
glory of Christ. 2 Therefore, show them proof before the churches of
your love and of our boasting about you.

B KEY THEMES: Bl OTHER VERSES
+ Thankfulness + Psalm 92
+ Stewardship + 1Thessalonians 2:3-12
+ Aiming to please God + 1 Peter 4:7-11
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2 Corinthians 9:1-15

"Now concerning the ministry to the saints, it is unnecessary for me
to write to you. 2 For I know your eagerness, and I boast about you to
the Macedonians, “Achaia has been ready since last year,” and your zeal
has stirred up most of them. ® But I am sending the brothers so that
our boasting about you in this matter would not prove empty, and so
that you would be ready just as I said. 4 Otherwise, if any Macedonians
come with me and find you unprepared, we, not to mention you, would
be put to shame in that situation. ® Therefore I considered it necessary
to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance the
generous gift you promised, so that it will be ready as a gift and not as
an extortion.

® The point is this: The person who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap
generously. 7 Each person should do as he has decided in his heart—not
reluctantly or out of compulsion, since God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And
God is able to make every grace overflow to you, so that in every way,
always having everything you need, you may excel in every good work.
9 As it is written:

He distributed freely;
he gave to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.

1 Now the one who provides seed for the sower and bread for food
will also provide and multiply your seed and increase the harvest
of your righteousness. " You will be enriched in every way for all
generosity, which produces thanksgiving to God through us. ' For the
ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but
is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. ™ Because
of the proof provided by this ministry, they will glorify God for your
obedient confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity
in sharing with them and with everyone. " And as they pray on your
behalf, they will have deep affection for you because of the surpassing
grace of God in you. *® Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
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B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES

+ Sowing and reaping + Luke 8:4-15

+ God’s abundant grace + Romans 5:12-21

+ Motivated by the Gospel + Galatians 6:7-9
NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 10:1-6

"Now I, Paul, myself, appeal to you by the meekness and gentleness
of Christ—I who am humble among you in person but bold toward you
when absent. 21 beg you that when I am present I will not need to be
bold with the confidence by which I plan to challenge certain people
who think we are living according to the flesh. 3 For although we live
in the flesh, we do not wage war according to the flesh, # since the
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but are powerful through
God for the demolition of strongholds. We demolish arguments ® and
every proud thing that is raised up against the knowledge of God, and
we take every thought captive to obey Christ. ® And we are ready to
punish any disobedience, once your obedience is complete.

Bl KEY THEMES: M OTHER VERSES
+ Meekness + Matthew 5:3-12
« Walking by the flesh + John 14:12-17
+ Obedience + Galatians 5:16-26
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2 Corinthians 10:7-18

7 Look at what is obvious. If anyone is confident that he belongs to
Christ, let him remind himself of this: Just as he belongs to Christ, so do
we. & For if I boast a little too much about our authority, which the Lord
gave for building you up and not for tearing you down, I will not be put
to shame. ® I don’t want to seem as though I am trying to terrify you with
my letters. " For it is said, “His letters are weighty and powerful, but his
physical presence is weak and his public speaking amounts to nothing.”
" Let such a person consider this: What we are in our letters, when we

are absent, we will also be in our actions when we are present.

2 For we don't dare classify or compare ourselves with some who
commend themselves. But in measuring themselves by themselves and
comparing themselves to themselves, they lack understanding. ' We,
however, will not boast beyond measure but according to the measure
of the area of ministry that God has assigned to us, which reaches
even to you. " For we are not overextending ourselves, as if we had not
reached you, since we have come to you with the gospel of Christ. ®
We are not boasting beyond measure about other people’s labors. On
the contrary, we have the hope that as your faith increases, our area of
ministry will be greatly enlarged, ' so that we may preach the gospel to
the regions beyond you without boasting about what has already been
done in someone else’s area of ministry. 7 So let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord. ® For it is not the one commending himself who is
approved, but the one the Lord commends.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
+ Position in Christ + Psalm 34:1-3
+ Respect for authority + Colossians 3:1-5
+ Boasting in the Lord « 1 Peter 5:5-10
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2 Corinthians 11:1-15

1T wish you would put up with a little foolishness from me. Yes, do
put up with me! 2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy, because
I have promised you in marriage to one husband—to present a pure
virgin to Christ. ® But I fear that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his
cunning, your minds may be seduced from a sincere and pure devotion
to Christ. 4 For if a person comes and preaches another Jesus, whom
we did not preach, or you receive a different spirit, which you had not
received, or a different gospel, which you had not accepted, you put up
with it splendidly!

% Now I consider myself in no way inferior to those “super-apostles.”
8 Even if I am untrained in public speaking, I am certainly not untrained
in knowledge. Indeed, we have in every way made that clear to you
in everything. 7 Or did I commit a sin by humbling myself so that you
might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you free of
charge? 8 I robbed other churches by taking pay from them to minister
to you. ® When I was present with you and in need, I did not burden
anyone, since the brothers who came from Macedonia supplied my
needs. I have kept myself, and will keep myself, from burdening you in
any way. '° As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not
be stopped in the regions of Achaia. " Why? Because I don't love you?
God knows I do!

12 But I will continue to do what I am doing, in order to deny an
opportunity to those who want to be regarded as our equals in what
they boast about. ™ For such people are false apostles, deceitful
workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. * And no
wonder! For Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. ™ So it is no
great surprise if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of

righteousness. Their end will be according to their works.
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+ Godly jealousy + Genesis 3

+ Sin nature + Exodus 20:5-6

« False teachers + 1Timothy 6:3-16
NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 11:16-33

181 repeat: Let no one consider me a fool. But if you do, at least accept
me as a fool so that I can also boast a little. 7 What I am saying in this
matter of boasting, I don’t speak as the Lord would, but as it were,
foolishly. ' Since many boast according to the flesh, I will also boast.
® For you, being so wise, gladly put up with fools! 2° In fact, you put up
with it if someone enslaves you, if someone exploits you, if someone
takes advantage of you, if someone is arrogant toward you, if someone
slaps you in the face. 2' I say this to our shame: We have been too weak
for that!

But in whatever anyone dares to boast—I am talking foolishly—I
also dare: 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I.
Are they the descendants of Abraham? So am I. 2 Are they servants
of Christ? I'm talking like a madman—I'm a better one: with far more
labors, many more imprisonments, far worse beatings, many times

near death.

24 Five times I received the forty lashes minus one from the Jews.
25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I received a stoning. Three
times I was shipwrecked. I have spent a night and a day in the open
sea. % On frequent journeys, I faced dangers from rivers, dangers from
robbers, dangers from my own people, dangers from Gentiles, dangers
in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers at sea, and dangers
among false brothers; Z toil and hardship, many sleepless nights,
hunger and thirst, often without food, cold, and without clothing.
28 Not to mention other things, there is the daily pressure on me: my
concern for all the churches. 2 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is

made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?

30 If boasting is necessary, I will boast about my weaknesses. *' The
God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is blessed forever, knows I am
not lying. 32 In Damascus, a ruler under King Aretas guarded the city of
Damascus in order to arrest me. ® So I was let down in a basket through
a window in the wall and escaped from his hands.
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B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES

» Foolishness for Christ » Psalm 73:25-28

» Paul’s resumé » 1 Corinthians 1

+ Boasting in weakness + 1 Corinthians 4:9-16
NOTES:
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10

" Boasting is necessary. It is not profitable, but I will move on to
visions and revelations of the Lord. 21 know a man in Christ who was
caught up to the third heaven fourteen years ago. Whether he was in
the body or out of the body, I don't know; God knows. * I know that this
man—whether in the body or out of the body I don’t know; God knows—
4 was caught up into paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a
human being is not allowed to speak. ° I will boast about this person,
but not about myself, except of my weaknesses.

8 For if I want to boast, I wouldn’t be a fool, because I would be
telling the truth. But I will spare you, so that no one can credit me with
something beyond what he sees in me or hears from me, 7 especially
because of the extraordinary revelations. Therefore, so that I would
not exalt myself, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of
Satan to torment me so that I would not exalt myself. ® Concerning this,
I pleaded with the Lord three times that it would leave me. ° But he
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is perfected in

weakness.”

Therefore, I will most gladly boast all the more about my weaknesses,
so that Christ’s power may reside in me. " So I take pleasure in
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and in difficulties, for the
sake of Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
+ God’s revelation + Judges 2:1-5
+ Thorn in the flesh + Ephesians 2:8-10
+ God’s sufficient grace « Hebrews 4:12-13
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2 Corinthians 12:11-21

T have been a fool; you forced it on me. You ought to have commended
me, since I am not in any way inferior to those “super-apostles,” even
though I am nothing. 2 The signs of an apostle were performed with
unfailing endurance among you, including signs and wonders and
miracles. ® So in what way are you worse off than the other churches,
except that I personally did not burden you? Forgive me for this wrong!

14 Look, I am ready to come to you this third time. I will not burden
you, since I am not seeking what is yours, but you. For children ought
not save up for their parents, but parents for their children. ' I will most
gladly spend and be spent for you. If I love you more, am I to be loved
less? '® Now granted, I did not burden you; yet sly as I am, I took you in by
deceit! 7 Did I take advantage of you by any of those I sent you? ® I urged
Titus to go, and I sent the brother with him. Titus didn’t take advantage of
you, did he? Didn’t we walk in the same spirit and in the same footsteps?

® Have you been thinking all along that we were defending ourselves
to you? No, in the sight of God we are speaking in Christ, and everything,
dear friends, is for building you up. 2° For I fear that perhaps when I come
I will not find you to be what I want, and you may not find me to be what
you want. Perhaps there will be quarreling, jealousy, angry outbursts,
selfish ambitions, slander, gossip, arrogance, and disorder. #'I fear that
when I come my God will again humiliate me in your presence, and I will
grieve for many who sinned before and have not repented of the moral

impurity, sexual immorality, and sensuality they practiced.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
+ Being misunderstood + Proverbs 3:5-6
- Discernment » John 10:31-39
+ Avoid dissension « Titus 3:4-11
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2 Corinthians 13:1-13

1 This is the third time I am coming to you. Every matter must be
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses. 2 gave a
warning when I was present the second time, and now I give a warning
while I am absent to those who sinned before and to all the rest: If I come
again, I will not be lenient, 3 since you seek proof of Christ speaking in me.
He is not weak in dealing with you, but powerful among you. # For he was
crucified in weakness, but he lives by the power of God. For we also are
weak in him, but in dealing with you we will live with him by God’s power.

5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Examine yourselves.
Or do you yourselves not recognize that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless
you fail the test. ® And I hope you will recognize that we ourselves do
not fail the test. 7 But we pray to God that you do nothing wrong—not
that we may appear to pass the test, but that you may do what is right,
even though we may appear to fail. ® For we can’t do anything against
the truth, but only for the truth. ® We rejoice when we are weak and you
are strong. We also pray that you become fully mature. ' This is why I
am writing these things while absent, so that when I am there I may not
have to deal harshly with you, in keeping with the authority the Lord
gave me for building up and not for tearing down.

" Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice. Become mature, be encouraged,
be of the same mind, be at peace, and the God of love and peace will be
with you. 2 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints send you

greetings.

¥ The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

B KEY THEMES: B OTHER VERSES
+ Handling conflict « Matthew 18:15-20
+ Maturity in Christ « Hebrews 3:12-14
+ Exhortation + Hebrews 5:11-14
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HECONCLUSION

One of the main takeaways from 2 Corinthians is that serving in ministry is
difficult. Consider all the hardships the apostle Paul faced: Imprisonment.
Beatings. Storms. False teachers. The ongoing pressure of ministry. As if all
that weren’t enough, Paul finds out a bunch of church members in Corinth
believe he’s no longer qualified to lead. Paul is forced to defend his character
and credentials in a faith community that wouldn’t even exist without Paul’s
tireless and sacrificial effort. Serving in ministry is difficult.

But it’s worth it.

It’s impossible to quantify the impact of Paul’s many years of tireless labor. He
and his team preached the truth of the Gospel to tens of thousands of people,
many of whom came to faith in Jesus Christ. The eternal math needed to
comprehend the number of lives changed is beyond human understanding. On
top of that, Paul’s writings, including 2 Corinthians, are preserved in the Bible,
the most influential and widely read text in human history. It’s clear from
Paul’s own words that he and his companions “understood the assignment:”

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God is making his appeal through us. We plead
on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God.”

2 Corinthians 5:20

As ambassadors for Christ, God is able to make His appeal through us as we
allow God’s Word to seep through our hearts and minds and change our lives.
Thank you for digging in with us through our study of 2 Corinthians. May we
emulate the singular passion and focus of Paul as we invite everyone to know

and enjoy Jesus as we stumble together to love like Him!
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HADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

Got Questions article on 2 Corinthians
gotquestions.org/Book-of-2-Corinthians.html

Bible Project summary of 2 Corinthians
bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-2-corinthians
bibleproject.com/explore/video/2-corinthians

Precept Austin 2 Corinthians page
preceptaustin.org/2_corinthians_commentaries

For companion messages, please visit
rivchurch.com/messages

For a PDF version of this journal visit
rivchurch.com/cruciformed-journal
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BAT RIV, WE INVITE
EVERYONE TO KNOW
AND ENJOY JESUS AS
WE STUMBLE TOGETHER
IN OUR PURSVUIT TO
LOVE LIKE HIM.

As a church, we meet on Sundays at three venues throughout the Lansing
area. In addition, we meet as smaller groups in what we call Riv Communities
throughout the week.

We'd love for you to join us this Sunday.
Visit rivchurch.com/visit for service times.

l Holt Venue M REO Town Venue [l Westside Venue
3585 Willoughby Rd. 1115 S. Washington Ave 7533 W. St. Joseph Hwy.
Holt, MI 48842 Lansing, MI 48910 Lansing, MI 48917

If this journal was passed along to you by a friend, we hope you find it useful
as you work through the book of 2 Corinthians.

If you have questions, we'd love to be a resource for you as you explore your
faith. Contact us at info@rivchurch.com.

follow us:

@rivchurch
@rivchurch
3 rivchurch

rivchurch.com
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RIVERVIEW At Riv, we invite everyone to know and enjoy Jesus
¢ as we stumble together in our pursuit to love like Him.
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